
West Newton United Presbyterian Church 

Action Plan to Resume In-Person Worship 

 

Psalm 121:8 “The Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and forevermore.” 

 

     Through these past few weeks, it seems as though everything is different, everything has changed. 

That is true for our church, only in so far as the method of sharing God’s word in worship and in 

mission. In fact, the church never “closed.” We simply reorganized our effort to ensure that we carry 

on the very purpose of why we exist – to proclaim God’s Word and to be disciples of Jesus Christ 

through mission in our community. On behalf of all Session members, thank you for your continued 

participation in our on-line worship services and Bible studies, for your faithful giving of tithes and 

offerings, and especially for your many prayers of support and encouragement. 

     With that said, after lengthy discussion and input on behalf of Session, in consultation with the 

Presbytery of Redstone, PC (USA), and CDC guidelines for places of worship, the following is our plan of 

action to resume IN-PERSON worship beginning on Sunday, June 7, 2020. Please understand that this 

plan will only be effective if we all work together for the safety and welfare of all attendees.  

     The church experience on any given Sunday, until further notice, will be quite different than what 

you have been accustomed to. Here are some brief bullet points and then further explanation to 

follow. 

 

• The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as of May 15, 2020, moved to “Yellow Phase.” This 

allows gatherings of up to 25 people in a specific location. 

• Our interpretation, after seeking expert input, is that it is allowable to have groups of up 

to 25 people in several location within the church at one time. 

• We will utilize the sanctuary, social room, chapel and McKee room for weekly church 

attendees (86 possible attendees with 6 feet social distancing) 

• Each worship service will be conducted and filmed in the sanctuary and a live feed will 

be displayed via monitors in the social room, chapel and McKee room. 

• If you do not feel comfortable right now joining us in person, please continue to join in 

with the on-line version of worship. This will continue indefinitely.  Resume in person 

worship with us whenever you are ready and feel you can do so safely.  

• Anytime you are sick or not feeling well, please do not come to church, join in the online 

service. 

• Practice good personal hygiene, wash your hands often, and frequently use hand 

sanitizer, maintain proper social distancing whenever appropriate. 



     Beginning on June 7 and continuing until further notice, when you arrive at the church for worship, 

this is what you can expect: 

1. Order of filling up rooms: sanctuary, social room, chapel, McKee room 

2. Session members will serve as “room monitors” in each location to assist everyone 

3. All seats are placed 6 feet apart in all directions, per CDC guidelines. Couples families may 

sit closer together in pews or by moving chairs. This DOES NOT however alter the total 

number of people in any one room – 25 is maximum. 

4. If you have mobility issues, you will need to use either the social room or chapel. 

5. Entrance and Exit – for sanctuary, use front doors; for social room, use 3rd street door; for 

chapel, use 4th street door, for McKee room, use sidewalk between church and white house 

that is off of 3rd street. This will serve as BOTH the entrance and exists for specific rooms. 

 

     The worship service itself will not change much. Masks are not required but recommended, per 

Commonwealth of PA and CDC guidelines for places of worship. If you feel you need to wear a mask, 

please do so. Pastor John will not be wearing a mask while preaching and/or conducting the worship 

services. There will be no hymnals or bibles in the pews or in any other rooms. All worship materials 

will be displayed on the monitors or sanctuary wall. Bottles of hand sanitizer will be readily available in 

all locations. Use of sanitizers are highly encouraged while in the church. 

     Restroom use. All restrooms will be open and available for use, however, each worship room will 

have a designated restroom to use. Sanctuary – use the restroom at top of stairs just outside of 

sanctuary. Social room – use the restroom by the 3rd street entrance. Chapel – use the restroom by 

Pastor’s office. McKee room – use restroom right beside that room. Disinfectant wipes and hand 

sanitizer will be available in all restrooms. 

     Collecting weekly offering. A basket or box will be available within each worship location for you to 

place your offering. 

     Unfortunately, there will be no Young Disciples moment in worship, no children’s church until 

further notice. Space and required numbers and social distancing within the building do not allow for 

this to happen. 

     Building Cleaning and Sanitizing.  Our custodian, Trena Moore, has resumed her normal schedule. 

She will focus Mondays and Fridays entirely for building sanitization. We will require the use of a 

bleach solution (1/3 cup to gallon of water), per CDC guidelines for overall sanitization of the church. 

 

Micah 6:8, “And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk 

humbly with your God.” 

 


