
 

    From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

June 

Worship Schedule: 

 
     June 4th  

           ~ Pentecost Sunday 

              Graduate Recognition 

                8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship with 

     Communion by 

     intinction 

                “Pentecost, Popcorn & Change” 

                  Genesis 11:1-9 

                  Acts 2:1-21 

  Special Music-Diane Mauk 

  following service:  

       Home Communion  

       Visitation team departs 

 

     June 11th  

          ~ Trinity Sunday 

            Baptism 

                 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

  “The Fullness of God” 

  Psalm 8 

  John 3:1-17 

  Special Music-Chuck Yelich 

   following service:  

       Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

 

     June 18th  

          ~ 11th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

                 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship   

  Pulpit Supply 

  

 

     June 25th  

          ~ 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

            8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

  “From the Other Side” 

  1 Corinthians 9:16 

  Special Music – Nancy Allen 

 

 
            

 
  
 
 
     
 

June  2017 

          Well… here we go again – Summer!  In many ways, I’ve always welcomed and 

enjoyed the beginning of summer.  As a parent of school-aged kids, schedules changed 

and new activities spring up.  I just seem to feel better being able to get outside and work 

in the yard, throw the baseball around, or watch the birds as I drink a cup of coffee. 
 

           As a pastor, summer also means looking at the church from both an administrative 

role and as a spiritual leader.  That means asking tough questions, wrestling with things, 

looking at reality.  My days are filled with prayer and reflection, planning and 

preparation for how to best lead our church family. 
 

          I’ve been reading a lot about the current status of churches in our country and even 

more specifically about churches within our own denomination.  Many are doing well, 

many are clinging to life, and a great many are simply existing.  One particular article I 

read recently drew me in by the title, “Urgent Church:  Six Changes We Must Make or 

Die.”  How’s that for an ominous introduction!  The article is written by Thom Ranier, 

President of LifeWay Christian Resources.  He is also a researcher, writer, speaker, and 

thinker of the church in the world today. 
 

          He speaks of change.  It’s a word many of us instantly hesitate on.  He clearly 

states the old truth that “the only constant in the world is change.”  I’m struggling with, 

and are many pastors and church leaders, what that means for local congregations. 
 

          And so, Thom Rainer lays out the nine changes that are of urgent need in faith 

communities, churches, in our country.  I would add, these are only true and effective if 

God’s help and power are sought in any such change. 
 

          1.  Churches must stop bemoaning the rapidly declining death of cultural 

Christianity.  People no longer come to our support churches our of a cultural 

expectation.  Gone is the idea, ‘people know where the church is, they can come if they 

want.”  I ask, isn’t the Great Commission (Matt. 28:16-20) about going out moreso than 

coming in? 

          2.  The church must cease being a place of comfort in any age of rapid change.  

Certainly, God’s truth never changes, so there’s comfort there.  But what about methods, 

programs, approaches, and traditions?  Could we learn to be uncomfortable if it would 

help make a difference? 

          3.  Abandon church consumerism.  What would the church be like if everyone 

worked through “what’s in it for me” verses “what can I do for them?” 

          4.  Less talking more doing.  This is fairly self-explanatory.  Pray everyday asking 

God how he can use you in the church and then go for it! 

          5.  Discover real productivity.  The old slogan, “the wheels in the church move 

slowly,” still holds true in many cases.  Are policies and procedures, guidelines and lines 

of approval designated to allow the church to be responsive? 

          6.  Commitment to be houses of prayer.  Simply stated, we, as the church, are 

doing a lot, but how much is by our own power and wisdom?  Which is more important:   

being busy or being busy in the business of God? 
 

          This summer, think about, pray about, let’s talk about our love for our church.  I’m 

always willing to listen, so what do you thing:  What would you add or delete from this 

list?  Let me hear from you, for the sake of Jesus Christ and his love, which so richly 

abounds in our church family. 

    Grace and Peace, Pastor John 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church at 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA. 
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Sunday School Class in the McKee room continues… 
 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

 Adult Bible Study meets in the McKee Room every Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m. 
 
                                               WE HAVE ROOM FOR YOU! 
 
            If you have any questions, please see Janice Curry. 
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High School Graduates 
 

WN PW will honor our high school graduates on Sunday, June 
4th.  They are:  Alyssa Manon, Ben Cole, and Dylan O’Rourke. 
 

PW Sewing  
 

We will not meet again until September.  If you would like to  
sew at home, please see Dorothy Upperman. 
 

PW United Circle  
 

We will not meet during the summer.  Our next meeting will 
be September 20.  We will use the Horizons Bible Study: 
“Hebrews – Cloud of Witnesses”.  Cost is $10.  Place your 
order with Linda Blick by August 20th. 

 
PW Birthday Offering  
 

The 2017 offering was collected on Sunday, May 7th and 
received a total of $454.00.  Thank you for your generous 
contributions. 

 
Margaret Edwards 
 

She will celebrate her 100th birthday on June 17th!  Help her 
enjoy this special day with a ‘card shower.”  Her address is:  
Westmoreland Manor; 2480 S. Grande Blvd., Unit A., Room 
320; Greensburg, PA  15601. 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark your 

calendars! 

 

The next 

Apple 

Dumpling 

Day is 

 

Oct. 5
th 
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Redstone PW Retreat to Pine Springs Camp 
This was Tuesday, May 23Women at the May United Circle donated $70 for the Retreat’s 
mission focus:  ingredients for S’mores.  Linda Blick was one of the 46 attendees. 
 

Redstone PW Spring Gathering 
This was held on Saturday, April 1 at Level Green P.C. in Trafford.  37 women attended.  Mission 
Focus was donations to Military Connections with WNPW giving $90. 
 

PW Hygiene Kits 
We will be collecting items/kits through June and July.  Collection boxes are in the Narthex, the 
Chapel, and at the 3rd Street entrance.  Specific items needed for the Hygiene Kits are listed on 
the flyer in this newsletter. 
 

 

 

You Asked For It – Summer Sermon Series 
 

 Beginning on July 9th, I am planning a summer sermon series 
covering six consecutive weeks, ending on August 13th.  The series is 
entitled, “You Asked for It.”  During this time, you get to tell me what to 
do!  Many of you have probably been waiting for such an opportunity! 
 
 You will be given the opportunity to decide what I preach on each 
week.  I ask you to think, pray, talk about a topic, a specific verse of 
Scripture, or whatever and let me know what that is.  A form (bulletin 
insert) will be made available June 4th and 11th for this purpose. 
 
 Each Sunday (beginning July 2nd) I will ask someone to pick, from 
a basket of suggestions, what the following week’s sermon will be.  I’m 
looking forward to hearing from you! 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Pastor John 
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Meals-on-Wheels 

Our church participates in delivery duties, every 5 to 6 weeks, on a rotating schedule, organized by the West 

Newton Association of Churches and the West Newton Senior Center.   

 

Future weeks to note on your calendar:  July 24, Sept 11, Oct 30, Dec 18 

 

Thanks for your willingness to take part in this ministry. 

The sign-up sheets are in the church office hallway. 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

 
 

 

Disciple Bible Study 
 

We have concluded for the summer 
and will resume studies September 6th. 
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Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 
 

 
  

Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following worship,  

on the second Sunday of every month, in our social room. 

Hosts and Hostesses are needed 
sign up in the Church Kitchen for future months 

or Please see Anne Hustwit or Karen Murray 

Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the narthex,  

is available.  Do you need someone to pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   
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Home Communion Visitation 

teams take communion to those who cannot  

make it out to church. 

Chancel Choir 
 

meet on Thursday evenings,  

during the school year,  

and participate in Sunday morning  

worship services at 10:00. 

 

Contact Jim Sykes to get involved. 

Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m. 
in the McKee Room, taught by Janice Curry 
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OUR SESSION 
Clerk of Session:  Kris Edwards 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Bob Bojarski Mark Barnes Greg Franks 

Anne Hustwit Jo Lynn Lowanse Marcia Harris 

Linda Shoaf Diane Ozegovich Amanda McMinn 

Meri Beth Wees Chuck Yelich Karen Murray 

 

 

 

                    WNUPC   
        @WestNewtonUPC 
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May 

ATTENDANCE 

adults 

ATTENDANCE 

children 

ATTENDANCE 

total 

 

OFFERING 

7th 85 7 92 
 

$3,941.00 

14th 90 11 101 $3,003.00 

21st 76 11 87 $2,422.00 

28th 68 5 73 $2,024.00 

  
     

   4 week Total    $11,390.00  

 

 
 

Contribution Envelopes are 
available to anyone 
regularly attending our 
services, even if you are not 
a member.  Contact Linda 
Blick, our Financial 
Secretary, and she will be 
glad to fill your request. 
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July 9 

Washington Wild Things - $9.00 

 
 

 

Come enjoy an afternoon of 

fellowship and sing during the 7
th

 

inning stretch.  Sign up on the 

sheet on the bulletin board near 

 the office to reserve your ticket(s)!

 

 

 

Looking for HEROS to help with 

our vacation bible school.  Contact 

Kerri Bojarski or Diane 

Ozegovich to get involved.  Sign-

ups for campers will begin soon. 

 

July10-14 

Vacation Bible School 

 
 

 

July 16 

Church Picnic  

 
 

 

 

Our annual worship in the park 

will be held Cedar Creek Park – 

Pavillion #3 – Food, Fellowship, 

Fun and games will follow 

Sunday’s message.  More 

information to come…. 
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May 2017 Session Highlights 
 

o Opened with Scripture reading, followed by Prayer. 

o Moderator:  Rev. John Manon 

o Present: Amanda McMinn Jo Lynn Lowanse Linda Shoaf 

  Mark Barnes  Greg Franks  Diane Ozegovich 

  Karen Murray Kris Edwards  Anne Hustwit   

o Absent:  Chuck Yelich, Bob Bojarski, Meri Beth Wees, Marcia Harris   

Highlights:   

 Approved minutes of April 23
rd

 meeting. 

 Approved payment to Pine Springs Camp for two children from the congregation totaling $1,120. 

 Received update on financial support of mission giving.  First and second quarter giving has been 

made to the following organizations:  WN Association of Churches ($250), Options Resource 

Center ($125), and JAARS ($150). 

 Several Session members are yet to complete the entire process for background checks as 

required by Redstone Presbytery in accordance with PA State Law.  This will be completed by 

the June Session Meeing. 

 Received financial report for the month of April.  A discussion regarding appreciation for the 

generous giving of our congregation occurred. 

 Approved moving June Session meeting to the 25
th

 of the month due to the fact that Pastor John 

will be on vacation during the week it was originally scheduled. 

 Approved cancelling the regularly scheduled July Session meeting as is customary.  If need be, 

Session will meet in July. 

 Approved summer office hours.  This will mean the church office will be open Monday – 

Thursday from 8:00 a.m. – 2:15 p.m.  This will begin June 5
th

 and continue through Sept. 1
st
. 

 Denied request from Patty Medsger of WN Public Library to use church craft supplies for library 

activities.  Craft supplies are currently used each week for children’s church and for VBS. 

 Approved communion on June 4
th

 to be done by intinction. 

 Voted against hosting any Presbytery meetings in 2018. 

 Reviewed landscaping along Third Street side of building.  Full payment has been made. 

 Discussion of large window at the front of the church above the main entrance.  Significant 

“bowing out” of the window is clearly visible.  Mark Barnes will contact companies to come and 

give an estimate and options to deal with the issue. 
 

o Next Session Meeting will be August 20, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

o Closed with prayer 
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YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Presbyterian Women invite you to participate in preparing Hygiene Kits to be sent to New Windsor, MD. In the 
face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding poverty, Hygiene Kits can mean the difference between sickness 
and health for struggling families.  
 

 You can prepare your own complete kit or donate individual items and we will assemble them.  

 Please do not add any item that is not on the list. 

 Boxes will be available in the Chapel, Narthex and at the 3rd St. Hallway until the end of July. 

 Monetary donations may be given to Dorothy Upperman; make checks payable to WNPW. 

Hygiene Kit 

1 — hand towel (approximately 16" x 28", no fingertip, bath towels, dish towels or  
        microfiber towels) 
 
1 — washcloth 

1 — wide-tooth comb (remove from package) 

1 — finger or toe nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards; remove from package) 

1 — bar of soap (bath size in wrapper) 

1 — toothbrush (in original packaging) 

10 — Band-Aids® or other adhesive bandage strips 

Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Toothpaste which has an extended expiration date 
will be added to international Hygiene Kit shipments just prior to shipment. Seal all items in a one-
gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffpcmatawan.blogspot.com%2F2011%2F04%2Fmission-programs-in-works.html&ei=DHRJVf-DBI_bsATR0oDoAg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHVjlQ0-_Ku3PFjVE5-Ux7tZkjVRg&ust=1430963550366209
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o  
 

  
 

 
 

In addition to the many ministries that are available here at WNUPC; like Sunday school, Bible 
study, and PW functions, we wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord in a time of 
prayer.  To that end, we offer these free daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 
church office or in the racks in the main-entrance narthex of the church. 
 

 

 

        Mobility issues         

holding you back???  

Wheelchairs and Walkers are available, on both levels of the church, as 

well as a chair-lift on the hall stairs.  There is also a ramp entryway on 4th 

Street, through the chapel.   

 

 

 

 

2017 
 

Chancel Flowers 

can now be ordered 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the office. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35) 

or your flowers will not be ordered. 
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Deadline for updates and notices for the July publication of  

The Higher Ground Herald will be Thursday, June 22   
Contact the church office  

by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at wnupc@verizon.net  

     BIRTHDAYS IN 

                              JUNE 

ANNIVERSARIES IN JUNE 

Daryl Shaw 1st Bill & Judy Lash 1st 

Alyssa Manon 2nd Ed & Anne Hustwit 6th 

Shayna McMinn 3rd Dave & Rainey Craig 10th 

Diane Ozegovich 5th Wally & Fran Ritchie 16th 

Ester Hanna 6th Rick & Michele Coleman 25th 

Jim Martini 8th Richard & Susan Sahar 27th 

Michele Coleman 8th Bob & Dee Dee Dave 28th 

Charles Medsger 9th   

Noah Burkett 12th   

Linda Sparico 12th   

Khrysta Mesiariak 16th   

Margaret Edwards 17th   

Elly Bojarski 27th   

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
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Sunday June 4 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship w/communion ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Home communion team departs 

Monday June 5 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

  6:00 p.m. Mantle House class ~ Social Room 

Tuesday June 6 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

Thursday June 8 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

Friday June 9 10:30 a.m. Pastor John @ Filbern Manor 

  All day Office Closed (summer hours) 

Sunday June 11 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

Monday June 12 6:00 p.m. Mantle House class ~ Social Room 

Friday June 16 All day Office Closed (summer hours) 

Sunday June 18 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  All day Pastor John Vacation 

Monday June 19 All day Pastor John Vacation 

  6:00 p.m. Mantle House class ~ Social Room 

Tuesday June 20 All day Pastor John Vacation 

Wednesday June 21 All day Pastor John Vacation 

Thursday June 22 All day Pastor John Vacation 

Friday June 23  All day Pastor John Vacation 

  All day Office Closed (summer hours) 

Saturday June 24 11:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. New Building Dedication @ Pine Springs Camp 

Sunday June 25 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting ~ McKee Room 

Monday June 26 6:00 p.m. Mantle House class ~ Social Room 

Friday June 30 All day Office Closed (summer hours) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  
6:30 p.m. Bell Choir 


