
 

    From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

January 

Worship Schedule: 
 

 

     January 7th  

           ~ Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship with 

     Communion  

                 “Creation, Commitment  

    Community” 

  Genesis 2:19-20 

  Mark 1:4-11 

  following service:  

       Home Communion  

       Visitation team departs 
 

     January 14th  

          ~ 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

             8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:00 a.m. Worship  

                 “Thy Cynic” 

  1 Samuel 3:1-10 

  John 1:43-51 

  following service:  

       Coffee Hour 

    ~ Social Room 
 

     January 21st  

          ~ 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

                 “Now Is The Time” 

  Jonah 3:1-5 

  Mark 1:14-20 

                 following service:  

       Congregational Meeting 

       Ordain & Install Elders 
 

      January 28th 

          ~ 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

                 “No Gobbledygook” 

  Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

  Mark 1:21-28 

 

 

       
   

 

         

 
  
 
 
     
 

Jan.  2018 

“Remembering Better” 
 

     As a pastor, I’ve learned through the years that people attend worship for a variety of 

reasons. For the most part, I’ve also learned that the sermon isn’t always the most highly 

anticipated part of the worship service for some. And truth be told, I’ve learned to be at 

peace with this. One of my seminary professors from years ago spoke to this time and 

time again. He always said, “You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make it drink.” 
 

     For the sake of this article and truly for the basis of my study and writing each week, I 

do believe the majority of our church family wants and needs to hear God’s word 

proclaimed – that’s what we call the sermon. 
 

     Recent statistics (2015) from a Duke University School of Theology and Worship 

indicates that by the end of the day on given Sunday, only 30% of those who attended a 

worship service could remember the passage of Scripture upon which the sermon was 

based. By the following Tuesday, 80% couldn’t remember the title or topic of the sermon 

they hear just two days prior. I do honestly believe we’re better than those statistics here 

at WNUPC. I know this because of the many text messages and emails I receive asking 

for clarification or to repeat something from the previous Sunday’s sermon. Even so, it’s 

always true that all of us (I include myself in this) can work at being even better! 
 

     Here are a couple insights from the previously mentioned Duke University research. 
 

1.  The more you know about the subject or Scripture used for a sermon, the 

better the information is learned and remembered. Daily reading of the 

Bible, attending Bible Study (Wednesdays at 6pm), and regular worship 

attendance has a cumulative effect on what you know. To help in this, I will 

make a concerted effort to list in each week’s bulletin the passage of 

Scripture to be used for the sermon for the following week. I hope that this 

will provide you an opportunity to read through the passage and be familiar 

with it beforehand. 

2. Only what gets paid attention to gets learned and therefore remembered. 

This seems rather obvious, but then again maybe not. According to his 

research the average person fades in and out of close attention about every 

30-40 seconds. I attempt to help cue you in, to refocus, for better attention 

(learning and remembering) by changing the media pictures, repeating 

certain points, strategically placed pauses, and by voice volume. 

3. The more you review and reflect upon the sermon, the more it sticks in your 

memory. To best review and reflect during the week, you need information 

in front of you. I will be putting an insert in each week’s bulletin that you 

can fill out as the sermon moves along during worship. You can then take 

this home and review and study throughout the following week. 
 

     Regardless of my time in studying and preparing a sermon that I strive to be 

theologically sound and hopefully applicable to your life of faith, it is ultimately up to 

the Holy Spirit to transform your heart, mind, and ears. That, in turn, requires prayer, 

willingness, and effort on the part of every listener. Let’s make this new year a season of 

deeper learning about God’s revelation to us, a time of developing and/or refining faith 

habits, and a victory in remembering better! 
 

Grace & Peace, Pastor John 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church at 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA. 
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Sunday School Class in the McKee room continues… 
 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

 Adult Bible Study meets in the McKee Room every Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m. 
 
                                               WE HAVE ROOM FOR YOU! 
 
            If you have any questions, please see Janice Curry. 

 
 

 

In the event of bad 
weather, information about 
closings will be shown on 
WTAE, KDKA, and WPXI 

television stations. 
 

It will also be on Facebook 
and our website:  

www.wnupc.com 
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PW United Circle  
 

We will meet on Wednesday, January 17th at noon in the 
social room.  Bring a sandwich to share for lunch.  Lesson 5 of 
the Bible study, Hebrews, will be presented by Dorothy Come.  
Hostesses are Debi Sann, Linda Sparico and Mary Jane Smith.  
All women are welcome to attend. 
 

PW Sewing 
 

We will meet Wed. Jan. 24, 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in 
the McKee room, to prepare items for local and overseas 
missions.  No skill is needed to participate in the sewing 
group, so please join us for the fellowship. 
 

PW Mitten Trees 
 

Many thanks to all who so generously donated winter apparel 
– mittens, gloves, scarves, and hats last month. 
 

PW Poinsettias  
 

These were delivered to 16 shut-in’s and congregation 
members over 90 on Sunday, December 10th.  Greeting cards 
were sent to 8 members who live out-of-town. 
 

Holiday Food Baskets 
 

PW partnered with the church and the WN Lions Club to 
supply 115 families with food baskets for the holidays on 
December 13th.  Thanks to all who donated mac and cheese 
and scalloped potatoes.   

 

 

 

 

 

Save 

the 

Date! 

 

 

 

Apple 

Dumplings 

 

 

 

April 26th 
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PW December Gathering 
 

December 6thwas a great success.  Deanna Ferry from the Blackburn Center informed us of the 
any services available for women in distressed situations.  The 24 women attending donated 4 
clothes baskets full of pajamas for the Blackburn Center’s clients.   
 

Shoe Collection 
 

Redstone PW will collect good reusable shoes into 2018 to raise money for the Rise Against 
Hunger meal-packing event planned for Oct. 2018.  Shoes are accepted in all sizes.  No flip-
flops, crocs, slippers, winter boots, dress boots, or metal cleats.  Deposit boxes are placed 
inside the 3rd Street door. 

 
Christmas Eve Service 
 

The traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was held in the sanctuary on Monday, 
December 24 at 7:00 p.m.  112 people celebrated our Savior’s birth with communion and 
worship. 

 

Salvation Army Bell Ringing 
 

Members of the congregation rang the bell at the West Newton Giant Eagle on December 16th 
and 23rd.  These efforts produced over $1000 to help those in need in the local community.  
Thank you so much for your willingness to give your time for this ministry. 
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BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

 
 

Disciple Bible Study 
      Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 
In January, we will study the “Surrendered and Untamed” 
video Series, hosted by Mark Batterson.  You will be 
guided in this adventure, drawing poignant and life-
changing spiritual truths from the journey.  It reminds us 
that when we don’t have the guts to take risks, we rob 
God of the glory that comes with success.  Mark calls us 
to stop playing it safe and step out in faith.  God promises 
victory, but like Alex Harris who explored the South Pole, 
we must take each and every difficult step to get there. 
 
Jan. 3rd – “The Promise”  
                     
Jan. 10th – “Risk” 
 
Jan. 17th – “The Wilderness” 
 
Jan. 24th – “Destiny” 
 
 
The following week, we will study the Beatitudes. 
 
Jan. 31st – Matthew 5:1-12 
 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 
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Meals-on-Wheels 

Our church participates in delivery duties, every 5 to 6 weeks, on a rotating schedule, organized by the West 

Newton Association of Churches and the West Newton Senior Center.   

 

Future week to note on your calendar:  Jan 15, Mar 5, Apr 23, Jun 4, Jul 23, Sept 10, Oct 29, Dec 17 

 

Thank you for your willingness to take part in this ministry. 

The sign-up sheets are in the church office hallway. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

                                                                                  
 
 

 
 

Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following worship,  

on the second Sunday of every month, in our social room. 

Hosts and Hostesses are needed 
sign up in the Church Kitchen for future months 

or Please see Anne Hustwit or Karen Murray 

Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the narthex,  

is available.  Do you need someone to pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   
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Home Communion Visitation 

teams take communion to those who cannot  

make it out to church. 

Chancel Choir 
 

meet on Thursday evenings,  

during the school year,  

and participate in Sunday morning  

worship services at 10:00. 

 

Contact Jim Sykes to get involved. 

Our “Souper Bowl” luncheon will be held 
following worship on February 4th. 

 
With this, we are holding a canned soup 
drive January 28-February 4th to support 
local food banks.  Cans can be brought and 
placed in the soup pots in the sanctuary to 
support one of the football teams who will be 
playing that weekend. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj63rSHiq3YAhUIMd8KHQnAAMwQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsouperbowl.org%2Fresources%2Findex%2Fcategory%3A7%2Ftitle%3ALogos&psig=AOvVaw2xyek-6UUxO0mVSlv3FKPA&ust=1514563264899561
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OUR SESSION 
Clerk of Session:  Kris Edwards 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Bob Bojarski Mark Barnes Greg Franks 

Anne Hustwit Jo Lynn Lowanse Marcia Harris 

Linda Shoaf Diane Ozegovich Amanda McMinn 

Meri Beth Wees Chuck Yelich Karen Murray 
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December 

ATTENDANCE 

adults 

ATTENDANCE 

children 

ATTENDANCE 

total 

 

OFFERING 

3rd 89 9 98 $4,069.50 

10th 94 9 103 $3,012.00 

17th 110 8 118 $4,341.00 

24
th

 (am) 108 14 122 $2,473.00 

31
st
 not available at time of publication 

     

   4 of 5 week Total    $13,895.50  

 

 
 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2018 
 

If you haven’t picked up your Contribution Envelopes for 2018, look for the display 
in the narthex, just inside the front doors of the church.  Please take your and any 
others you can deliver to family or a neighbor.  This will help cut the cost of mailing.  
 

Year-end Statement 
 

Anyone who made a contribution to the WNUPC during 2017 will receive a year-end 
contribution statement by the end of January.  If you do not need this statement for 
income tax purposes or any other reason, please contact the office or Linda Blick, 
Financial Secretary, and your statement will not be printed. 



       Page    

 

 
 

10 

December 2017 Session Highlights 
 

o Opened with Scripture reading, followed by Prayer. 

o Moderator:  Rev. John Manon 

 

o Present: Linda Shoaf  Marica Harris Greg Franks  Mark Barnes 

  Diane Ozegovich Amanda McMinn Kris Edwards  Anne Hustwit 

    

o Absent:  Chuck Yelich, Karen Murray, Jo Lynn Lowanse, Robert Bojarski, Meri Beth Wees 

 

Highlights:   

 Approved Souper Bowl luncheon and soup collection.  Collection will be Jan. 28-Feb. 4.  

Luncheon will be Feb. 4
th

 immediately after worship 

 Approved elders to serve communion on Christmas Eve as follows:  Linda Shoaf, Anne Hustwit, 

Greg Franks, and Kris Edwards 

 Approved Sunday off for Pastor John for Jan. 28
th

.  Pulpit supply will be secured 

 Tabled approval of creation of Deacons until January meeting 

 Received update for parking lot security camera installation 

 Received list of nominations for Ruling Elders (Session) for 2018.  Those nominated were:  

Anne Hustwit (2
nd

 term), Becky Moran, Michele Coleman, and Annetta Carney 

 Congregational vote for Ruling Elder nominees will be held on Sunday, Dec. 31 immediately 

after worship.  Current Ruling Elders Linda Shoaf and Marcia Harris will count ballots 

 Received report from Salvation Army bell ringing from Dec. 16
th

.  A total of $542.76 was 

collected 

 Approved continuance of no funds designated for Presbytery from 2018 budget.  Special 

offerings throughout the year will be done as usual. 
 

o Next Session Meeting will be January 21, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 

o Closed with prayer 

 



  Page    

 

11 

 
 

Our annual congregational meeting will follow worship on 
Sunday, January 21, 2018. 

 
Our new Ruling Elders (Session members) will also be ordained/installed on that morning. 

 
Please continue to support them in all they do. 

 

              

 

                  
 

WNUPC 
                                                                           @WestNewtonUPC 
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WNUPC Prayer List 
 

Beginning November 1, 2017, Session launched a new prayer list for our church family.  In the 
recognition of prayer for our family being a powerful, effective, and foundational element of faith, the 
Session approved the guidelines that are detailed below: 

 
 

WNUPC Prayer List Guidelines 

 

 Prayer is an essential element to a healthy life of faith for individuals and congregations.  In fact, we are 

commanded to pray for one another in times of need.  Ephesians 6:18, “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 

all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 

 

 With acknowledgment that prayer is a key element to our faith, it is our desire to balance the command to 

pray with personal privacy and respect for all.  Therefore, the following guidelines will be used to make our 

church’s prayer list an effective tool in expressing our faith. 

 

1. The prayer list will be coordinated and operated through the church office. 

2. Ways to submit prayer requests: 

A. Website (wnupc.com) – click on the “CONTACT US” button. 

B. E-mail – Church office, wnupc@verizon.net  

                         Pastor, manon.john474@gmail.com 

C. Phone – 724-872-7414 (church office) 

                        606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

D. Text message – 606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

E. Worship – fill out the orange prayer request card in pews 

3.  Prayer requests will remain on the list for 30 days. 

 - requests may be updated and remain on the list for an additional 30 days. 

 - if no updates are made, the request will be removed after 30 days. 

4.  Since this is our church’s prayer list, please submit requests for immediate family of members, regular visitors, 

church staff, Presbytery and/or PCUSA specific issues.  (immediate family= spouse, children, grandchildren, 

mom, dad, brother and sister) 
 

5.  Specific items will remain on the list indefinitely such as:  our church, Pastor and family, our country, our 

military, Session and community. 
 

6.  List will contain names of people only.  There will be no specific information, medical diagnosis, procedures, 

etc. 
 

7.  List will be distributed weekly in the following ways: 

 - email (must complete form to receive prayer list) 

 - monthly newsletter 

 - bulletin 
 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
mailto:manon.john474@gmail.com
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In addition to the many ministries that are available here at WNUPC; like Sunday school, Bible 
study, and PW functions, we wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord in a time of 
prayer.  To that end, we offer these free daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 
church office or in the racks in the main-entrance narthex of the church. 
 

 

 

        Mobility issues         

holding you back???  

Wheelchairs and Walkers are available, on both levels of the church, as 

well as a chair-lift on the hall stairs.  There is also a ramp entryway on 4th 

Street, through the chapel.   

  

2018 
 

Chancel Flowers 

can now be ordered 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the office. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35) 

or your flowers will not be ordered. 
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Deadline for updates and notices for the February publication of  

The Higher Ground Herald will be Thursday, Jan. 25   
Contact the church office  

by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at wnupc@verizon.net  

     BIRTHDAYS IN 

                              JANUARY 

ANNIVERSARIES IN JANUARY 

Jack Kuehner 6
th

 Greg & Deborah King 7th 

Tyler Mounts 6
th

 Merle & Josephine Johnson 30th 

Rachel Ozegovich 7
th

   

Deborah Sann 11
th

   

Allen Barozzie 11
th

   

Morgan Fisher 11
th

   

Suzanne Mesher 14
th

   

Deborah King 14
th

   

Ed Hustwit 15
th

   

Becky Moran 16
th

   

Greg King 17
th

   

Heather Griffith 18
th

   

Judy Overand 22
nd

   

Andy Slade 23
rd

   

Paul Edwards 28
th

   

Richard Sahar 29
th

   

Kaelin Hoak 30
th

   

Peyton Day 30
th

   

    

    

    

    

    

    

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
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Monday Jan. 1 All Day Office Closed 

Wednesday Jan. 3 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Jan. 4 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday Jan. 7 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship w/communion~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Home Communion Team departs 

Monday Jan. 8 7:00 p.m. Dartball ~ Social Room 

Wednesday Jan. 10 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Jan. 11 10:00 a.m. WNAC Meeting @ Gary’s Chuckwagon 

  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Sunday Jan. 14 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

Monday Jan. 15 All Day Office Closed 

  7:00 p.m. Dartball@ Painterstown 

Tuesday Jan. 16 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

Wednesday Jan. 17 12:00 p.m. PW United Circle ~ Social Room 

  6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Jan. 18 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

Friday Jan. 19 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

Sunday Jan. 21 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Congregational Meeting/Installation of Officers ~ Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting ~ McKee Room 

Monday Jan. 22 7:00 p.m. Dartball ~ Sanctuary 

Wednesday Jan. 24 9:00 a.m. PW Sewing ~ McKee Room 

  6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Jan. 25 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday Jan. 28 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

Monday Jan. 29 7:00 p.m. Dartball @ Norwin Alliance 

Wednesday Jan. 31 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

    

    

    

    

    

 


