
September 2020  The Higher Ground Herald 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church  

 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 

September Worship  

Schedule 

Worship begins at 10 AM.  

The services will also be 

live streamed on our Face-

book page. 

KISS METHOD- 

Keep  It Simple Saints 

 

September 6  Communion 

Series: KISS METHOD 

“There is a Fountain” 

Ephesians 1: 3—8/ 

1 John : 5-7 

 

September 13 

Series: KISS METHOD 

“The Greatest Lie” 

Proverbs 15: 3/  

John 3: 16-21 

 

September 20 

Series: KISS METHOD 

“Love/Hate Relationships 

Romans 12: 9/  

Amos 5: 14-17 

Church Picnic 

Cedar Creek Park  

Pavilion 3 

 

September 27 

Series: KISS METHOD 

“Before Our Eyes” 

Revelation 3: 14-18/  

“The gospel is less about how to get into the Kingdom of Heaven after you die, and mare-

about how to live in the Kingdom of Heaven before you die.” – Dallas Willard 

     So how has your walk of faith been this summer? I often think about the WALKS in our life 

(faith, as parents, grandparents, neighbors, acknowledging others, listening to the Spirit, 

keeping hope alive, and sharing our blessings as we witness God's calling for each of us.) 

     This practice is one way you can make a positive impact in the world. We all know that 

our world certainly needs people making a positive impact in this turbulent time, but we 

also have our own salvation to be concerned about. Wait, did you say we need to be con-

cerned about our salvation? Don’t we as Presbyterians believe that once we accept Jesus as 

Lord we are saved – once saved always saved? Well, yes, we do, but the Apostle Paul also 

says in Philippians 2:12-13, “Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed, not 

only in my presence, but now much more in my absence, continue to work out your salva-

tion with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to ful-

fill his good purpose.” 

     Early Christians didn’t focus much on what happens when people die. They were far more 

concerned about the “Kingdom of God.” Those early believers considered God’s kingdom to 

be a present reality, but that the final fulfillment of this Kingdom was still in the future. It 

won’t be completed until the day when there is a restoration of the whole of creation, when 

Jesus comes again. They believed God’s kingdom had been launched through the events of 

Jesus’ life and was infiltrating their world right then. Salvation was not a “one and done” 

thing, but a continual process in their lives. 

     This is why it so important that once you begin the Christian walk you continue in it. This 

is why we seek God’s guidance on a daily basis. This is why we can take confidence, like the 

Philippians in chapter 1 when Paul says, “he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 

completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” The work is happening right now if you are com-

mitted. 

     These may be new ideas for some of us, but that is why I want us to explore Paul’s “take” 

on faith this month of September. I hope you will be committed to reflect on this whole idea 

of Christian faith, and explore what it means to be a Jesus follower in such troubled times as 

one who seeks the Kingdom of God right now. Perhaps the best way is to go back to basics – 

to keep things simple using the KISS Method! 

     Come and explore with us. Invite your neighbors, family, friends. Everyone is welcome. 

Each and every participant will add to our understanding of faith and to the overall spirit of 

worship. We will be richer for everyone who attends. If you can’t come, you can always join 

us via Facebook Live each week,  

I look forward to our Walk together – to our walk of simple faith together. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor John 
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Session Highlights 
August 9, 2020 
Present: Karen Murray, Becky Moran, Anne Hustwit, Colleen Martinelli, Pete Pritchard, 
Harry Hepler, Annetta Carney, Joyce Pawlik, Deb King, Clark Detman 
Absent: Michele Coleman, Ron Chamberlain 
 
 Approved June 2020 minutes.  No July minutes as session did not meet in July. 
 Accepted and approved June and July financial statements. 
 Worship and Sacraments—53 people served communion in July, 50 in August 
 1 membership death—Verna Seiley 
 Membership Care & Outreach—Coffee Hour cancelled until further notice,  
 Church Picnic and worship September 20 @ Cedar Creek.  Pastor John will invite  
 other WN churches to attend. 
 Christian Ed—young Disciples resumes in September. 
 Building & Grounds—repair on refrigerator was completed 
 Approved to begin work on ceiling in hallway under sanctuary 
 Approved Eagle Scout project for Christian Bojarski –deck/stage (drawings included) 
 Approved upcoming Pulpit Supply during Pastor John’s vacation time : 
 08/23 –Bob MacPherson  
 08/31 John Tirpak 
 Approved Pastor John to serve on Ordination Committee of Maumee Valley Presbytery 

for service on August 30 @ Tontogany PC in Tontogany, OH.  Pastor’s sister, Lora Manon, 
will be ordained that day. 

 Approved following programs:       First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner (September 8) 
                Men’s Breakfast (September 19) 
                Youth Group (October 8) 
      Choir (September 3) 
      Bells (October 8) 
      Disciples Bible Study (in person & Zoom, Sept. 9) 
      Truth Seekers Bible Study (via Zoom, September 14) 
 Approved Pastor John to officiate communion at Coal Center PC on November 29. 
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 The PW United Circle will resume on Wed. Sept. 16 at noon, when we will continue the Horizons 
Bible Study – “Love Carved in Stone, The Ten Commandments” led by Dot Come. Please read chap-
ter 7. All women are welcome to attend the Circle on the third Wed. of each month. Bring a sand-
wich for lunch – we will not be sharing- and enjoy the fellowship as we celebrate the birthdays of 
each month. Hostesses are Fran Ritchie, JoLynn Lowanse, Judy Oblack and Linda Blick. 
 
PW Sewing will meet on Wed. Sept. 23 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the McKee room, to prepare 
items for local missions.  A variety of sewing projects are ready to be completed.  No skill is needed 
to participate in the sewing group, so please join us.   
 
Apple Dumpling Day is Wed.Oct.7, (this is a change from Oct.8) starting at 7:00 a.m. You can sup-
port PW’s mission programs by helping to prepare the dumplings or purchasing some at $5.00 each 
– or both!!!  Ask your neighbors and friends if they would like to order some delicious apple dump-
lings. Order slips will be available in the narthex and on the table by the office. Orders can be placed 
on Linda Shoaf’s Facebook page or contact Linda Blick -724-396-3523. Pickup is from 12:00 – 3:00 in 
the social room on Oct.7.  
 
Redstone PW Gathering to be held on Nov.7 at Pleasant View, Smock has been cancelled. 
 
Did you know there are 2 Bird Houses outside the 3rd Street door? Anyone can place any item in 
there for others to take, or if you are in need, take what is necessary.  To keep the Bird Houses sup-
plied, the congregation is encouraged to bring in personal care items, deodorant, toothbrush, tooth-
paste, soap, etc.    
Boxes will be at all entrances for your donations.   

First Fruits Sunday 
Our congregation will celebrate the missional and connectional ministry that is the Presbytery of 
Redstone on Sunday, September 27, 2020. You will receive a letter in the mail asking for your sup-
port through a special offering. Please plan to attend the service that Sunday to participate in the 
giving of our “First Fruits”.   
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Financial News  
1. Contribution Envelopes are available to anyone regularly attending our services, even if you 

are not a member. Linda Blick, Financial Secretary, will be glad to fill your request.  
2. The Finance Committee urges you to give your contributions “regularly”. Please don’t skip giv-

ing your contribution just because you are unable to attend because of Covid-19. The finan-
cial obligations of the church continue in spite of the virus! 

3. 6 month contribution statements were not sent out this summer. If you need your statement, 
please call the office or contact Linda Blick. 
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Chancel Choir 

Chancel Choir will resume on Thursday, September 3rd at 7 

pm.   

Contact Jim Sykes if you would like to get involved. 

 

Bell Choir 

Bell choir will resume on Thursday, October 8th at 6 pm. 

Please contact  

Joyce Pawlik for more information or to become involved.. 

 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner 

The next First Tuesday Fellowship Dinners 

will be on Tuesday, September 8th at 6 pm at 

Don Patron in Greensburg.  

 6044 Rt. 30, Greensburg. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast is held on the third 

Saturday of the month at Gary’s 

Chuckwagon at 9 a.m.   The next 

Men’s Breakfast will be Saturday, 

September 19th at 9 am. 

 

First Tuesday Fellowship 
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Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following  

worship, on the second Sunday of every month, in our  

social room.  The date for the next coffee hour has yet to be 

determined. 

Many people in our community often struggle to provide 

food for their families.  The second Sunday of each month, we 

will be collecting money in support of the Westmoreland 

County Food Pantry now located at our church the second 

Friday of each month.  Thank you in advance for your gener-

osity.      The next collection will be September 13th.  Enve-

lopes will be available near the offering plate. 

 

Our Session 

Clerk of Session: Kris Edwards 

 Class of 2020                  Class of 2021                             Class of 2022 

Annetta Carney     Clark Detman   Deb King 

   Michele Coleman        Ron Chamberlain                       Joyce Pawlik 

             Anne Hustwit    Colleen Martinelli                     Pete Pritchard 

             Becky Moran    Harry Hepler                              Karen Murray 

The Westmoreland County Food Pantry will be located at our church going  

forward.  This takes place the second Friday of every month.   

The next Food Pantry pick up will be September 11th.  Until further notice we only need a  

minimum number of people helping.  However, if you would like to help with this  

important mission in the future please contact the church office (724-872-7414)or Linda 

Shoaf (724-872-7857). for your name to be put on a list.  We will rotate volunteers because 

if too many people are here at one time it is too difficult to distribute.  
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 We will begin our new year of immersing ourselves in 

God’s word on September 9th at 6 PM.  We will be meeting 

both in the chapel in person and on Zoom every Wednesday 

evening.   

 The topic of our first few weeks will be “Against Us”  We 

will study passages of Scripture that seem to indicate there is a 

lot against us as disciples of Jesus Christ in this world.  It will be 

a very relevant topic for lining out our faith today.  

 

Please make an effort to join us either in person or via Zoom. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
We want your photos! 

 If you take any photos throughout this year at church  
   activities please share them with us.  They can be 

emailed to the office at any time.  Thank You! 



The annual church picnic will be held on Sunday, September 20th at 

Cedar Creek Park, Pavilion #3.  Please join us a 10 am for a worship 

service in the park followed by lunch.  Please plan to bring a side 

dish or dessert to share.   

The beginning of the Dartball 

season has been delayed until at 

least January.  More info will  

follow as it is released. 

Truth Seekers Bible Study will resume 

via Zoom only beginning September 

14 at 11 am.   
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September  Birthdays 

Andrew Mesiarik       2nd  

Bob Bojarski                9th 

Amanda McMinn           11th  

Helen Gara                       12th 

Dawn Martini                  12th 

Michael Martini               15th 

Landon Franks                16th 

Faylynna Lewis                17th 

Diane Koget                    19th 

Amy Kuiphoff                 19th 

Mary Greenawalt         21st 

Amanda Berg                 22nd 

Janis O’Bryan               25th 

Jim Sykes                       27th 

Jonathan Vargo           27th 

Sally Chew                    27th 

Jennifer Hoak               27th 

Leah Burkett                28th 

Ron Chamberlain       28th 

Tiana Martinelli        29th 

 

       

 

September Anniversaries 

Amanda & Adam McMinn       1st 

Harry & Dorothy Upperman    2nd 

Susan & Ray Vargo                      7th 

Ryan & Amy Ulander                   23rd 

 

 

We would love to announce and  

celebrate your birthday and wedding  

anniversary.  Please let us know when it 

is… 
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September 2020 

 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 

7 Choir   

4 5 

6 

10 Worship 

w/ commun-

ion 

7 

OFFICE 

CLOSED FOR 

LABOR DAY 

8 

6 First Tuesday 

Fellowship  

Dinner @ Don 

Patron 

9 

6 Bible Study 

10 

WNAC  

meeting 

7 Choir   

11 12 

13 

10 Worship  

14 

11 Truth  

Seekers via 

Zoom 

15 16 

6 Bible Study 

12 PW United  

Circle 

17 

7 Choir   

18 19 

9 Men’s  

Breakfast @ 

Gary’s 

20 

10 Worship  

& 

Church Picnic 

@ Cedar 

21 

11 Truth  

Seekers via 

Zoom 

22 23 

6 Bible Study 

9 PW Sewing 

 

24 

7 Choir   

25 26 

27 

10 Worship  

Session mtg. 

28 

11 Truth  

Seekers via 

Zoom 

29 30 

6 Bible Study 
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Bulletin/Prayer List Changes  

Please submit any announcements for the bulletin or changes to 

the prayer list by the end of the day on Wednesdays each week. 

Deadline for updates and notices for the October publication of 

The Higher Ground Herald will be Monday, September 28. 

Contact the church office by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at 

wnupc1@gmail.com 

Office hours are Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

Weekly attendance 

August  Adults   Children  Total   Offering 

 2   46   4   50   $3,038 

9   39   3   42   $2,999 

16   56   14   70   $2,197 

23   30   -   30   $1,840 

30            38        4                    42                         $2,833.82                                               

                                5 week total      $ 12,907.82 

 

Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 

          Email: wnupc1@gmail.com 

Website WNUPC.com 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net

