
 

    From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

October 

Worship Schedule: 

 
     October 1st  

           ~ World Communion Sunday 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship with 

     Communion  

                 “Christians and Social 

    Media” (Part 2) 

  Exodus 23:1-2 

  James 3:1-12 

  following service:  

       Home Communion  

       Visitation team departs 

 

     October 8th  

          ~ 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:30 a.m. Worship 

                 “Examine Yourself” 

  2 Corinthians 13:5 

  following service:  

       Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

 

 

     October 15th  

          ~ 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:30 a.m. Worship 

                 “I Need It” 

                 2 Timothy 4:1-5 

   

 

      October 22nd  

          ~ 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

                “A Change of Heart” 

  Matthew 5:21-37 

 

 

      October 29th  

          ~ Reformation Sunday 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

                “The Beauty of Reformed 

  Worship” 

  1 Timothy 4:13 

 

 

       
   

 

         

 
  

Oct.  2017 

GOD AND POLITICS 
 

    The relationship of church and politics has always been messy business.  There are 

those who think that the two should be one and the same – the Bible makes no such 

direct affirmation.  There are also those who think that the two should always be separate 

– the Bible makes no such allowance.  What we believe, particularly concerning matters 

of right and wrong, of justice and peace, of freedom and authority, directly relates to our 

faith which in turn influences how we vote, how we expect leaders to govern, and what 

we desire from all those in positions of authority. What should be the relationship 

between Christians and political leaders – between faith and politics? It certainly is a 

hotly contested topic these days. 
 

      My own view is that on the one hand, we should start from the awareness based upon 

a clear understanding of human sin.  Leaders are fallible people who are incapable of 

entirely delivering upon what they promise.  The most obvious problem arrives when 

people, committed to a particular political party or person, will go to great lengths to 

defend their candidate’s strengths while downplaying their weaknesses.  In contrast, they 

exaggerate their opponent’s weaknesses while ignoring their strengths.  The conventional 

wisdom is to label leaders as either “all good” or “all bad.” 

  

     Well, leaders, like all human beings, are sinners.  A Christian should be able to 

commend the strengths and the positions of any political party or candidate while at the 

same time critique any weaknesses or obvious departures from the truth of God’s word.  

This is the prophetic role of the Christian – to never be so tied to the machine that we 

lack the courage to hold them accountable to behavior or positions we disagree with or 

lack the humility to commend others when they are right.  
 

     On the other hand, however, we should be constantly engaged in prayer for our 

leaders and submission to them as God’s appointed rulers.  The Apostle Paul writes to 

Timothy, “I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving 

be made for everyone; for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 

quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”   
 

      Leaders have difficult roles in protecting the peace, and they need God’s guidance in 

doing so.  Even more importantly, though, is that leaders have been called by God.  Paul 

also writes to the church in Rome, “Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities, 

for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist 

have been established by God.” Note here that leaders are established by God (whether 

or not they understand this) and therefore are held accountable by God (whether or not 

they understand this).  Whoever wins elections and holds an office of authority are 

established by God to exercise that authority on his behalf.  When they depart from 

Biblical truth, we can disagree with them, we can participate in the proper process for 

change.  But whoever serves in the Oval Office or Borough Council needs our prayers 

and intercession and thanksgiving – the Bible commands us to do so.  May we pray 

constantly for our leaders, may we let them lead, but we may also have the courage as 

Christians to speak truth to power, regardless of person or party.  May we do so honestly, 

openly, and respectfully. 
 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor John 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church at 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA. 
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Sunday School Class in the McKee room continues… 
 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

 Adult Bible Study meets in the McKee Room every Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m. 
 
                                               WE HAVE ROOM FOR YOU! 
 
            If you have any questions, please see Janice Curry. 
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PW Sewing  
 

We will meet on Wednesday, October 25 from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon, in the McKee Room, to prepare items for local and 
overseas missions.  A variety of sewing projects are ready to 
be completed.  No skill is needed to participate in the sewing 
group, so please join us. 

 
PW United Circle  
 

We will meet on Wednesday, October 18th at noon, when we 
will discuss the 2nd lesson of the new Horizons Bible Study: 
“Cloud of Witnesses:  The Community of Christ in Hebrews” 
let by Dot Come and Susan Nesti.  All women are welcome to 
attend the Circle on the third Wed of each month.  Bring a 
sandwich to share for lunch and enjoy the fellowship as we 
celebrate the birthdays of each month.  Hostesses are Judy 
Oblack, Jackie Kuehner and Dorothy Upperman. 

 
Mission Projects to New Windsor 
 Hygiene Kits, 32 were collected by PW over the summer. 

 School Kit Bags, totaled 48 with donations from the 
congregation and fabric for the bags furnished by PW. 

 
Many thanks to everyone who contributed to these projects 
which will help those in need around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Place your 

orders! 

 

Apple 

Dumpling 

Day is 

 

Oct. 5
th 
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First Fruits Sunday 
 

This was observed on Sunday, September 24, 2017.  The congregational response total will be 
provided in the next newsletter as additional contributions are still being received. 
 

Apple Dumpling Day 
 

Thursday, Oct. 5th is apple dumpling day!  We begin at 7:00 a.m.  You can support PW’s mission 
programs by helping to prepare the dumplings or purchasing some at $4.00 each – or both!!!  
Ask your neighbors and friends if you would like to order some delicious apple dumplings.  
Deadline to order is Sunday, October 1st.  Watch your bulletins for the order forms or contact 
Linda Blick. 
 

Redstone PW Gathering 
 

All women are invited to attend the gathering at Community Presbyterian Church in New 
Alexandria on Saturday, October 21 from 9:00 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.  Programming and lunch are 
$10.  Reservations are due Friday, October 13th.  The Mission Focus is Rise Against Hunger, a 
group combating hunger by providing meal packets.  Donations can be given to Dot Upperman, 
Treasurer.  Please see the flyer in this newsletter for details on programming.  Contact Linda 
Blick if you are interested in attending.  A car pool may be available from our church if enough 
women are interested. 
 

Shoe Collection 
 

Redstone PW will collect good reusable shoes in Sept. and Oct. to raise money for the Rise 
Against Hunger meal-packing event planned for Oct. 2018.  Shoes are accepted in all sizes.  No 
flip-flops, crocs, slippers, winter boots, dress boots, or metal cleats.  A deposit box will be 
placed inside the 3rd Street door. 
 

Consecration Sunday 
 

This will be October 22.  Please bring your “Estimated Giving” card for 2018, which you will 
receive in the mail after Oct. 13.  At this service, we will prayerfully “consecrate” our planned 
giving to the ministry of our congregation for the year 2018. 
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Meals-on-Wheels 

Our church participates in delivery duties, every 5 to 6 weeks, on a rotating schedule, organized by the West 

Newton Association of Churches and the West Newton Senior Center.   

 

Future weeks to note on your calendar:  Oct 30 and Dec 18 

 

Thank you for your willingness to take part in this ministry. 

The sign-up sheets are in the church office hallway. 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

 
 

Disciple Bible Study 
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 

      Oct. 4th. – “Learning to Live in Peace” 
                    1 Peter 3:8-17 
 

Oct. 11th – “Get Ready For a Rough Ride” 
                   1 Peter 4:1-19 
 

Oct. 18th – “You’re In Good Hands” 
                    “1 Peter 5:5-11 
 

Oct. 25th – “Christian Character - Integrity” 
                    Proverbs 16:11-13 
    (BEGIN NEW STUDY SERIES) 

     Our study of how we “Walk The Talk” continues through the month of October.  We are 
studying the book of 1 Peter, which, at its core, teaches us and persuades us to strive for 
holiness in all areas of our lives.  Come and join us for lots of lively discussion, great fellowship, 
and a deeper and more applicable understanding of God’s word. 



       Page    

 

 
 

6 

                                                                                  
 
 

 
 

                                                                 
 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 
 

 
  

Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following worship,  

on the second Sunday of every month, in our social room. 

Hosts and Hostesses are needed 
sign up in the Church Kitchen for future months 

or Please see Anne Hustwit or Karen Murray 

Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the narthex,  

is available.  Do you need someone to pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   
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Home Communion Visitation 

teams take communion to those who cannot  

make it out to church. 

Chancel Choir 
 

meet on Thursday evenings,  

during the school year,  

and participate in Sunday morning  

worship services at 10:00. 

 

Contact Jim Sykes to get involved. 

Thursday mornings at 11:00 a.m. 
in the McKee Room, taught by Janice Curry 
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OUR SESSION 
Clerk of Session:  Kris Edwards 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Bob Bojarski Mark Barnes Greg Franks 

Anne Hustwit Jo Lynn Lowanse Marcia Harris 

Linda Shoaf Diane Ozegovich Amanda McMinn 

Meri Beth Wees Chuck Yelich Karen Murray 

 

 

 

                    WNUPC   
        @WestNewtonUPC 
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September 

ATTENDANCE 

adults 

ATTENDANCE 

children 

ATTENDANCE 

total 

 

OFFERING 

3rd 93 10 103 
 

$4,234.00 

10th   Community 160 $1,253.00 

17th   Picnic 80 $2,184.00 

24th 91 12 103 $2,899.66 

  
     

   4 week Total    $10,570.66  

 

 
 

Contribution Envelopes are available to anyone regularly 
attending our services, even if you are not a member.  
Contact Linda Blick, our Financial Secretary, and she will be 
glad to fill your request. 
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September 24, 2017 Session Highlights 
 

o Opened with Scripture reading, followed by Prayer. 

o Moderator:  Rev. John Manon 

o Present: Chuck Yelich  Jo Lynn Lowanse Marica Harris Linda Shoaf 

  Meri Beth Wees Greg Franks  Diane Ozegovich Mark Barnes 

  Karen Murray Kris Edwards  Anne Hustwit   

o Absent:  Amanda McMinn, Robert Bojarski 

Highlights:   

 WN Community singers Christmas concert will be December 8
th

.  Usage was approved at the 

previous meeting 

 Approved exterior window cleaning by Squeegee Squad at a cost of approximately $112 

 Approved 2018 church picnic to be held on Sunday, September 16, 2018 at Cedar Creek Park in 

Pavilion #3 

 Anne Hustwit and Karen Murray expressed their appreciation for the congregation and 

involvement with both the WN Community Worship service and church picnic 

 Approved purchase of new laptop computer for Pastor John in the amount of $599 

 Approved funds collected during VBS to purchase bibles.  These will be added to the Hope In a 

Bag collection 

 Approved special collection for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) to be done on both Oct. 

1
st
 and 8

th
.  Chuck Yelich will make a brief statement about this on Oct. 1

st
 during announcement 

time.  Envelopes will be made available 

 Recognized a card sent from Committee on Ministry of Redstone Presbytery informing us that 

our church is one of the churches of the month to be prayed for 

 Tabled until further notice a proposal from the Silvis Group for landscaping along the East side 

of the building.  Silvis Group recently did the landscaping along the 3
rd

 Street side. 

 Approved use of Social Room for any school groups for additional meetings as part of the 

Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation program 

 Commissioned Pastor John to acquire bids for cameras and signage for parking lost.  There have 

been several recent unwanted incidents in the parking lot 
 

o Next Session Meeting will be October 15, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

o Closed with prayer 
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Westmoreland Architectural Design Challenge 
 

 

 On Friday, September 22, 165 middle school and high school students from 12 school districts 

gathered in our sanctuary as part of this design challenge.  This is an annual event sponsored by the 

Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation.  This year West Newton is the focus.  More specifically, 

all the students will be looking at three historic buildings: 123-127 East Main Street (former Hixson’s 

Menswear, middle building, and G.C. Murphy’s). 

 

 The task for the design teams is to “construct an architectural design, a 3-D scale model, and 

supporting material, showing how these buildings could ideally be renovated for new use.”  Each team 

has specific requirements in conjunction with local building codes yet also has a great deal of flexibility 

in the buildings design and desired purpose.  The school teams have certain deadlines to meet as time 

moves forward.  Ultimately, the schools will present their plans at an event planned for March 22, 2018 

at Yough High School. 

 

 An additional note:  Session has approved the social room as a meeting space for any of the 

school design teams should they have a need to revisit the historic buildings and desire space for 

discussion or planning. 
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Presbytery of Redstone 
 

September Gathering Highlights 
 A great celebration of our shared camping ministry took place as both Redstone and Washington 

Presbyteries gathered together at Pine Springs Camp.  The “Faith for the Future” capital 
campaign has reached $1.8 million in pledges.  Greg Davis noted the total summer camp numbers 
which have exceeded 1000 and we heard the testimony of a former camper and Timothy Team 
member.  

 Madam Achol Majok Kur Kier spoke with us about the dire situation in South Sudan and their labors in 
peacebuilding.  She identified their need to “silence the guns” and asked for our prayers and support in 
their efforts in peace and in relief.  She came to us as part of the International Peacemaker 
program(PCUSA). 

 Nominations for the 2018 General Assembly were completed.  Additional nomination for standing 
committees were approved. 

 Joyous worship with both presbyteries took place.  Music was graciously led by the Puckety Praise Team 
with both moderators and Executive Presbyters serving as liturgists and presiding at the Lord’s Table.  
Synod Executive proclaimed the Word in emphasizing the Lord’s presence “in the neighborhood” of our 
world.    

 The Presbytery of Redstone examined and welcomed Rev. Ed Gray and approved his call to serve 
First Presbyterian Church, Murrysville.  Rev. Kirk Orr (Puckety) was honored for his service and 
was designated Honorably Retired, effective December 31.     

 With the recommendation of the Council, the Presbytery acted to renew the contract for leadership for 
Rev. Skip Noftzger to continue to serve as Executive Presbyter.    

 Minimum terms of call were established for 2018, along with a recommendation for a three 
percent salary increase for experienced and continuing pastoral leadership.   

 

 

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Redstone Presbyterian Women Fall Gathering 
Saturday, October 21, 2017 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

Community United Presbyterian Church 
1640 Keystone Park Road, New Alexandria, PA 

Directions on the back of this flyer 
 

2017-2018 Horizons Bible Study 
Cloud of Witnesses: The Community of Christ in Hebrews 

    By Melissa Bane Sevier 
   with the Rev. Donna Havrisko, Westminster Church, 

Greensburg 
 

Intro the Light: Addiction Ministry 
Members of the Redstone Addictions Ministry Network 

 

Update on the Advocacy Work of the Blackburn Center: 
Against Domestic and Sexual Violence 

Blackburn Center Staff 
 

The Mission Project selected by the Community PW will be contributions to 
RISE AGAINST HUNGER, formerly known as STOP HUNGER NOW 

 

Wearable shoes will also be collected 
 

__________________________________________________ 
Pre-paid Reservations are important so that the women of Community can prepare for our event. 

Please use the tear-off form below. 
 

Make check payable to:  PW of Redstone Presbytery; must be mailed by Friday, October 13 
Mail check and reservation slip to: Susan Blank, PW Treasurer 

4068 Bushy Run Road, Jeannette, PA 15644          724-523-6460 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

2017 Redstone PW Fall Gathering, 

Community United Presbyterian Church, New Alexandria, PA 

 
Church Name_________________________________________________________________ 

 Number of persons attending: ___________@ $10.00 each = _____________amount enclosed 
Contact Person: ____________________________________ Phone No.___________________ 
List of Attendees: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________Please use 
the back if necessary 

 
 

 

 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=1QAbHcWf&id=DC744B1E7E26E8D0177B1037E3C664478F3BB607&thid=OIP.1QAbHcWffDXZZ2k74xdjpAEsEL&q=clip+art+of+fall+images&simid=607997320144685992&selectedIndex=42
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=VD0uT9Y6&id=DE60A93CE24B447B92575AAACC476A0E8DE1BFEF&thid=OIP.VD0uT9Y65QDwrsW8SGTlPQD1Es&q=clip+art+for+addiction+ministry&simid=608045312114557847&selectedIndex=38
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JlGrEQhV&id=FCEA4C6EA22762DD59A56CD1E677739E3A906686&thid=OIP.JlGrEQhVHu45spaViji0RAEsEn&q=clip+art+shoes&simid=608025881680022532&selectedIndex=53
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Directions to Community United Presbyterian Church 

1640 Keystone Park Road, New Alexandria, PA 
     (724) 668-7752 
 

From Greensburg and points south and west:  

 Take Route 119 or Route 66 (toll or free) north to Route 22 East to New 

Alexandria (Sheetz gas station on the Southeast corner) 

 Turn right onto Route 981 south 

 In ¼ mile, turn left onto Keystone Park Rd. 

 Then left up the grade into the Community United Presbyterian Church parking lot 

 
From the North: 

 Take either route 66 or 819 south to Route 22 East 

 Continue as above 

 
From the East: 

 Take route 22 west to the traffic light in New Alexandria (Sheetz gas station on the Southeast 

corner) 

 Turn left onto Route 981 South 

 Continue as above 

 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

WNUPC collected $460.00 for the South Sudan project.  The money was 
forwarded to Redstone.  The Synod of the Trinity is matching donations up to 
$4,000.  Thank you once again for your generosity!!! 
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In addition to the many ministries that are available here at WNUPC; like Sunday school, Bible 
study, and PW functions, we wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord in a time of 
prayer.  To that end, we offer these free daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 
church office or in the racks in the main-entrance narthex of the church. 
 

 

 

        Mobility issues         

holding you back???  

Wheelchairs and Walkers are available, on both levels of the church, as 

well as a chair-lift on the hall stairs.  There is also a ramp entryway on 4th 

Street, through the chapel.   

  

2017 
 

Chancel Flowers 

can now be ordered 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the office. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35) 

or your flowers will not be ordered. 
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Deadline for updates and notices for the November publication of  

The Higher Ground Herald will be Wednesday, Oct. 25   
Contact the church office  

by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at wnupc@verizon.net  

     BIRTHDAYS IN 

                              OCTOBER 

ANNIVERSARIES IN OCTOBER 

Bob Flock 1st Tom & Belinda Derr 2nd 

Mia Martinelli 2nd John & Cathy Hall 11th 

Michelle Polovina 4th Ted & Edie Wojtkowski 14th 

Harry Hepler 6th Mark & Lois Barnes 21st 

Joyce Hysong 8th   

Doris Markle 10th   

Stacey Livengood 10th   

Rita Clendenning 11th   

Kim Mesher 11th   

Judy Oblack 14th   

John Sparico 14th   

John Hall 15th   

Delaney Mesher 15th   

Amy Ulander 16th   

Alice Kurzdorfer 18th   

Kelley Manon 18th   

Nancy Molovich 18th   

Dianne Franks 20th   

Autumn Moody 20th   

Randy Lecky 21st   

Bob Shoaf 23rd   

Hunter Polovina 24th   

Monica Moody 26th   

    

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
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Sunday Oct 1 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship w/communion ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Home Communion Team departs 

Monday Oct 2 7:00 p.m. Dartball ~ Social Room 

Wednesday Oct 4 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Oct 5 7:00 a.m. Apple Dumpling Day ~ Kitchen & Social Room 

  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday Oct 7 3:30 p.m. Fisher/Woleslagle Wedding ~ Sanctuary 

Sunday Oct 8 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

  2:00 p.m. Pastor John @ Redstone Highlands 

Monday Oct 9 7:00 p.m. Dartball @ Greensburg #2 

Wednesday Oct 11 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Oct. 12 10:00 a.m. WN Association of Churches Meeting @ Christ Lutheran Church 

  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday Oct 15 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting ~ McKee Room 

Monday Oct 16 7:00 p.m. Dartball @ Painterstown 

Wednesday Oct 18 12:00 p.m. PW United Circle ~ Social Room 

  6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Oct 19 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday Oct 21 9:00 am-2:30 pm Redstone Fall Gathering @ New Alexandria Community Presb. Ch 

Sunday Oct 22 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

Monday Oct 23 7:00 p.m. Dartball @ Norwin Alliance 

Wednesday Oct 25 9:00 am – 12:00 pm PW Sewing ~ McKee Room 

  6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Oct 26 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday Oct 29 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

Monday Oct 30 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

  7:00 p.m. Dartball ~ Social Room 

Tuesday Oct 31 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

 


