
 

 

 

    From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

May  

Worship Schedule: 
 

 

   May 6th   

  Ascension of the Lord Sunday

 Birthday Offering 

  Communion 

   10:00 a.m. Worship  

                 “Mission Accomplished”  

  Isaiah 26:19-21 

  Luke 24:50-53 

  following service:  

       Home Communion  

       Visitation team departs 
 

    May 13th  Mother’s Day/Women 

  of the Church 

   10:00 a.m. Worship  

                 “Role of Women” 

  Genesis 2:18-23 

  Galations 3:26-29 

   
 

     May 20th 

  Pentecost 

  – 10:00 a.m. Worship 

   “Come, Holy Spirit” 

  Genesis 1:1-5 

  Acts 2:1-4 

                   
   

    May 27th  

          ~ Memorial Day Worship 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

              “ No Greater Love” 

                 Joshua 3:9-17 

  John 15:13 

 

  
 
 
     
 

May 2018  

2018 

 

 

THE HIGHER GROUND HERALD  

Walking and Talking 

This season of Eastertide, I’ve been reading and studying a lot on the appearances of 

Jesus after his resurrection. One of his first appearances is to “two believers” along the 

road to Emmaus (Luke 24:1-35). It’s an extremely fascinating encounter between these 

two men and Jesus just “walking and talking.” 

Two travelers are talking with each other as they walk from Jerusalem to Emmaus when 

another traveler comes along and asks what they’re talking about, “Are you the only one 

around who doesn’t know all the things that have been happening in Jerusalem?” they 

ask. “What things?” he asks. “Things about Jesus, of course,” they say – launching into 

telling the story of Jesus of Nazareth “a mighty prophet of God – the one we had hoped 

might be the Messiah of Israel – the one we had hoped would deliver us from captivity 

and oppression. The one in whom we had hoped all our highest hopes…” 

“But he was crucified and laid in the tomb. He had told us more than once he would be 

executed… We didn’t really believe that…. He had said he’d be raised from the dead on 

the third day…We had hoped so… We didn’t really believe that, but…We had hoped…. 

But now the third day’s almost over. And we had hoped… But now… all we have for all 

our hopes is just a strange report from some of the women of our group who went to the 

tomb early this morning and came back saying the tomb was empty – saying they’d seen 

a vision of angels who told them he was risen… And… We aren’t so sure we believe 

that…” 

“How very foolish…” the stranger walking with them says. “How very slow you are to 

remember all the prophets have said about the Messiah and how he must suffer…  before 

coming into his glory…” And the stranger talks with them… all the rest of the seven-

mile journey to Emmaus, opening the scriptures to them and teaching them what is 

written about the Messiah…And as they come near the village of Emmaus… the man 

walks a little faster, straight ahead, as if he’s going to walk on by himself. But they insist: 

“Stay with us, it’s getting dark, day’s almost done.” And he does. And now at table, it’s 

as if he, the stranger, is suddenly their host – as he takes bread, blesses, and breaks the 

bread…And they recognize him in the breaking of the bread….it’s Jesus! 

This is incredible. Imagine walking with your main guide in life – the one in whom you 

have put your hope and trust in and as he’s talking about himself in the third person 

explaining all about himself, you don’t recognize him. But let’s cut these guys some 

slack. Probably they were so deeply disappointed about Jesus being gone, and all their 

hopes unfulfilled that even his presence up close and personal doesn’t quite register. 

Perhaps Jesus had his hoodie-sweatshirt pulled over up his hair and his dark sunglasses 

on. Perhaps he was disguising his voice a little. Perhaps he came to them in an way they 

were expecting, in a way they weren’t willing, in that moment, to believe in their faith 

journey. (cont.) 

 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church at 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA. 
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(cont.) 

I expect these travelers were plenty embarrassed when they finally recognized Jesus. But it doesn’t sound like 

they allowed that to get in the way of their joy. Once they recognize Jesus they turn around and walk in the 

dark all the way back (seven miles) to Jerusalem. Walking as fast as they can to share the news of Jesus, who 

is alive, with the believers in Jerusalem. And when they get back they find Jesus has been there too and gone 

again. Been and gone, been and gone, like a pattern Jesus continues, as if to teach us, that yes, he’s here with 

us but we can’t base our faith only on seeing with our eyes. 

Jesus is at work in more places, in more ways, now than we can imagine and with these first believers, we too, 

need to believe the testimonies of faithful witnesses who have been there with Jesus before us. Believe the 

testimony of the faithful women who stayed with him even at the cross and were first again at the empty 

tomb… 

And yes, I can relate all-too-well with this walking and talking in the Emmaus story, because I, too can still 

can be a slow learner… Like these first disciples, for a long time, I, too, was slow to believe other people’s 

testimonies about Jesus. Slow to believe reports of faithful witnesses. Slow to understand all the prophets have 

said about the Messiah’s need to suffer. Slow to understand all that Jesus said and did. Slow to connect all the 

dots of the Jesus story. I’ve believed a little here, a little there, without getting the big picture. Life for me, in 

any given moment, has seldom been about instant recognition. Seeing and believing at first sight’s been rare 

for me and I think for many people. Like these walkers to Emmaus, only more so, it’s been through many long 

conversations with Jesus and his friends, many times breaking bread together, many hours of prayer and 

contemplation… that I’ve come to really believe – to believe without any doubt whatsoever. 

Like these first disciples walking the road to Emmaus, I too have often got stuck thinking in circular patterns, 

along the lines of “But we had hoped…” I wonder how many of you have been stuck, are stuck, there too from 

time to time. But we had hoped…. things would have turned out better by now…But we had hoped… Jesus 

would have solved our every problem by now…But we had hoped… But we had hoped…. so many, many 

things. No end to all the things for which we’ve hoped.  

But over time, I’ve come to understand the way Jesus tells it, his story isn’t really about what I had hoped for. 

The way Jesus tells it, the story is about what God has hoped for, and yet, the story is about us and what Jesus 

has hoped for us and from us. What Jesus hopes is about us walking with him until we recognize him…better 

and better.  It’s about us listening to Jesus until we know his voice, better and better. It’s about opening The 

Book with him until we understand it better and better. Praying and listening with Jesus until prayer and 

listening is second nature for us. The story of Jesus is about Jesus doing whatever it takes to get us to know in 

our hearts and in our souls –  He is alive! 

The good news of Jesus is about us inviting Jesus to stay with us – share in all of life with us… breaking bread 

with Jesus. Drinking the cup of life with Jesus.  Offering hospitality and welcome in the name of 

Jesus…coming to know the deep joy of Jesus in the community of life. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor John 
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Sunday School Class in the McKee room continues… 
 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

 Adult Bible Study meets in the McKee Room every Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m. 
 
                                               WE HAVE ROOM FOR YOU! 
 
            If you have any questions, please see Janice Curry. 

 
 

2017-2018 National 
League Dartball Champs! 
CONGRATULATIONS to our Church 

Dartball Team for winning The 
National League Division of the 
Greater Irwin Church Dartball 

League.  They participated in the 
World Series tournament on April 
23. Members include:Captain Kris 
Edwards, Clark “Pie” Detman, Dick 
Smith, Dave Rupp,Dave Davis, Bob 

Mesher, Zach Mesher, Jason 
Mesher, Bill Lash, Jim Lewis, Tom 

Craig, Dave Stitley. 

 

Take Me Out to the Ballgame! 

We will be making our annual trip to see the 

Washington Wild Things on July 8, 2018.  

Tickets are $8.00.  Keep an eye out for a sign- 

up sheet coming soon. 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Lzm/c0es&id=0EC88DC749187F493C8E10EAFE53B406CB41C264&thid=OIP.Lzm_c0eswgxjw7Lh73diZQHaHa&mediaurl=http://www.frontierleague.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/wild-things.png&exph=800&expw=800&q=washington+wild+things+logo&simid=608021402622299069&selectedIndex=1
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PW Birthday Offering will be collected on Sunday, May 6. The recipients for this year are: Cottage 
Village, a Tiny-house Community for low-income residents in Cottage Grove, OR; Village of Grace 
Center for physical and Spiritual Health in Tegucigalpa, Honduras; and the Dwelling Place in 
Minneapolis and St. Paul, MN for transitional housing for women and their children escaping violence. 
Please help PW reach the goal of $500,000 for these worthwhile projects. Envelopes will be in the 
pews and the bulletin. Please make checks payable to WNUPC.  
 
PW CT (Coordinating Team) will meet on Tuesday, May 8 at 10:00 in the McKee room. 
 
PW United Circle will meet on Wednesday, May 16 at noon. This will be our last meeting until 
September. Dorothy Come will present the last 3 lessons of “Hebrews” Bible study. Everyone is invited 
to join us; bring a sandwich to share and enjoy the fellowship. Hostesses are Mary Jane Smith and 
Debby Sann. 
 

PW Sewing will not meet until September. If you would like to sew at home, please see Jo Lynn 
Lowanse for supplies. 
 
2018 High School Graduates – The following High School Graduates from our congregation will be 
honored by PW on June 3rd: Michael Martini, Rachel Ozegovich, Morgan Fisher, Catherine Harris, 
Aleya McMinn, Kaelin Hoak, and Emily Vargo. If you know of any other names, please give them to 
Winnie Davis. 
 
The WNPW April Gathering on Wednesday, April 11 served 25 at the luncheon. Irmi Gaut from the 
City Mission in Uniontown spoke about the organizations many programs serving the homeless in 
Fayette County. The women attending donated to the creation of a Gift Basket for City Mission to use 
at their fund-raising event in May. Thanks to all who participated. 

 
The PW Apple Dumpling Sale on April 26 was a great success. 462 dumplings were made giving us a 
total of $1,848 to support our mission projects. Thanks to everyone who worked, sold and bought. 
Once more we are very grateful to Dave and Karen Murray for supplying the apples. Circle your 
calendar for the next Apple Dumpling Sale – Oct. 4.  
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Shoe Collection - Redstone PW will collect good reusable shoes thru June 2018 to raise money for the 
Rise Against Hunger meal-packing event planned for Oct. 2018. Shoes are accepted in all sizes. No 
flip-flops, crocs, slippers, winter boots, dress boots, or metal cleats. A deposit box is inside the 3rd 
Street door. 
 
Redstone PW Retreat at Pine Springs Camp will be Tuesday, May 29 from 9:00 – 2:00. Cost is $16 for 
programming, breakfast and lunch. Rev. Colleen Mollinaro, Uniontown 3rd PC, will present “Your 
Prayer Personality”. The mission project for the retreat will be the ingredients for S’mores – Graham 
crackers, Hershey Bars and marshmallows. We will collect donations for this project at the May Circle 
meeting. We know campers will be delighted with this treat.  Registration is due Friday, May 18. See 
Linda Blick if you are available for car-pooling from the church at 7:45 a.m. 
 
Redstone PW Spring Gathering was held on Saturday, April 14 at Johnstown, First P.C. with 34 
women attending. Mission Focus was donations to Johnstown Food pantry with WNPW giving $77.  
 

Redstone PW Mission Tea – Save the date – Saturday, July 21, 2018, 1:00 p.m. Will be held at the 
Congruity PC, near New Alexandria.  “Pretty in Pink” will honor breast cancer survivors and the 
proceeds will go the Rise Against Hunger meal-packing event in October. Tickets are $20. Gift Baskets, 
Fleece Blankets and other gifts will be available. See Linda Blick for tickets. 
 
Maundy Thursday Wrap-up - Many thanks to all who volunteered to help in making the Maundy 
Thursday dinner a success for the 90 people in attendance. Kudos to Cathy Hall and Helen Gara for 
baking and donating the delicious Syrian bread.  
 

Wearing Red on Pentecost Sunday 
 

The color red, as both vestments and paraments, symbolizes 

the “tongues of fire” and by extension the Holy Spirit, that 

appeared before the Disciples when the day of Pentecost 

originally came.  Acts 2:1-3 
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Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the narthex,  

is available.  Do you need someone to pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   

BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

 
 

Disciple Bible Study 
      Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

May 2nd  –“Audit of our Soul”      
     Matthew 31:46 
                (Led by Pastor John) 
 
May 9th  – “The One Whom God Helps”  
     Luke 16:19-31 
     (Led by John Tirpak) 
 
May 16th  – “Religious Confusion”(Part 1)   
     2 Timothy 3:15-17 
     (Led by Pastor John) 
 
May 23rd   –“Religious Confusion” (Part 2) 
     2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 
     (Led by John Tirpak) 
 
*Disciples Bible Study does not meet during 
the Summer.  We will begin our study again on 

Wednesday, August 8 at 6 PM 



THE HIGHER GROUND HERALD         Page    

 

 

7 

 

Meals-on-Wheels 

Our church participates in delivery duties, every 5 to 6 weeks, on a rotating schedule, organized by the West 

Newton Association of Churches and the West Newton Senior Center.   

 

Future week to note on your calendar:  Jun 4, Jul 23, Sept 10, Oct 29, Dec 17 

 

Thank you for your willingness to take part in this ministry. 

The sign-up sheets are in the church office hallway. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

                                                                                  
 
 

 
 

 
                                           

Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following worship,  

on the second Sunday of every month, in our social room. 

Hosts and Hostesses are needed 
sign up in the Church Kitchen for future months 

or Please see Anne Hustwit or Karen Murray 

WNUPC FUN FACTS 
Did you know that many items you see every week in our 
church have been donated in memory of loved ones?  One 

such treasured item is our communion chalice.   
The engraving on the bottom of the chalice says “In 

Memory of MARGARET MCLAUGHLIN 
LANDYMORE By Husband HARRY R. LANDYMORE 

Daughters MARGARET JANE & MARY ANNE 
Sister ANNE MCLAUGHLIN BROWN”   
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Home Communion Visitation 

teams take communion to those who cannot  

make it out to church. 

Chancel Choir 
 

Meets on Thursday evenings,  

during the school year,  

and participates in Sunday morning  

worship services at 10:00. 

 

Contact Jim Sykes to get involved. 

Bell Choir 
Meets Thursday 

evenings at 6:00 

Contact  

Joyce Pawlik to get 

involved. 

Contribution Envelopes are available to 
anyone regularly attending our services, 

even if you are not a member.  Contact Linda 
Blick, our Financial Secretary, and she will 

be glad to fill your request. 
 

3 members were 
served Home 
Communion in 

April 
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Kick off the summer cookout at the Murrays 

Saturday June 2 
Swimming starts at 3. 

Covered dish dinner at 5. 
Hamburger sliders and drinks provided. 

All are welcome to the Murray home in Darragh on 136. 
Directions will be provided. 

 

Adopt a Camper 
 

On Sunday, May 20 we will be 

collecting a special offering for our 

camp scholarship fund.  Please 

consider contributing to this fund 

so we can continue to help send 
kids to Pine Springs Camp. 

Beginning in May, the second Sunday of 
every month we will be collecting money or 
gift cards for families in our community that 
are having difficulty providing food for their 
families.  There will be labeled envelopes in 
the bulletins the weeks that we are collecting. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
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OUR SESSION 
Clerk of Session:  Kris Edwards 

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020 
Mark Barnes Greg Franks Annetta Carney 

Jo Lynn Lowanse Marcia Harris Michele Coleman 

Diane Ozegovich Amanda McMinn Anne Hustwit 

Chuck Yelich Karen Murray Becky Moran 
 

 

Please support them  

with your prayers and participation. 
 

                  

Email WNUPC@verizon.net 
Website WNUPC.com 

 

 

 

April 

ATTENDANCE 

adults 

ATTENDANCE 

children 

ATTENDANCE 

total 

 

OFFERING 

1
st
  130 20 150 $3771.00 

 8
th

  99 7 106 $3891.93 

15
th

  96 14 110 $3226.00 

22
nd

  88 9 97 $2436.00  

29
th

  
Not available at time 

of publication 
    

           4/5 week total            $13,324.93 

mailto:WNUPC@verizon.net
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                                     West Newton United Presbyterian Church                                                                                                                                                                         

                                   Income and Expense Statement - March 2018 

   
    

1st Quarter 

    
         Anticipated Budget Income        43,007.10  

    Actual Income   
  

     42,222.00  

    
    

         (785.10) 

    
         Actual Expenses 

  
     46,994.17  

    Planned Budget Expenses 
 

     43,007.10  

    
    

      (3,987.07) 

    
         
    

         (785.10) 

    
   

       (3,987.07) 

    Current Amount over Budget         4,772.17  

    
         Checking Account 

  
     62,304.60  

    
         Savings Account 

  
   114,398.73  

    
         
         The contributions to the Annual Budget at the end of March are just below the 

 anticipated total.  The expenses are a lot over budget. 

   
         The Finance Committee urges you to continue your level of giving on a regular basis  

(even in the summer, or anytime, when you may be away) in order for us to keep up  

with the day-to-day expenses. 
     

         
         Reminder: All purchases to be submitted to the church for re-imbursement must be            

pre-approved by a Session committee and the voucher form signed by the Session 

 committee member. 
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April Session Highlights 
 Approved having a booth (type to be determined) at this year’s 

West Newton Festival. 

 Approved entering a float in West Newton Festival parade.  
Anne Hustwit and Ron Chamberlain will coordinate. 

 Karen Murray announced picnic at their home on June 2
nd

 .  
People to bring side dishes.  More info to come. 

 Approved Chuck Yelich and Becky Moran to look into Quick 
Books Church financial software (cost, schedule a demo). 

 Approved May 20
th
 for special offering to occur for camp 

scholarship fund. 

 Approved the second Sunday of each month to be “Feed the 
Hungry” week.  Members to give monetary donation or gift card 
to be used for community assistance.  Pastor John will oversee 
distribution of funds. 

 Approved fee for cameras in parking lot to be placed on utility 
pole (annual rent is $25).  Poles are owned by West Penn 
Power. 

 Approved the following method of operating during weeks when 
Pastor John is on vacation: 2 session members will be on call to 
take calls, messages, etc.  It will be their discretion whether or 
not to contact the Pastor. 
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WNUPC Prayer List 

 

Beginning November 1, 2017, Session launched a new prayer list for our church family.  In the 
recognition of prayer for our family being a powerful, effective, and foundational element of faith, the 
Session approved the guidelines that are detailed below: 

 
WNUPC Prayer List Guidelines 

 

 Prayer is an essential element to a healthy life of faith for individuals and congregations.  In fact, we are 

commanded to pray for one another in times of need.  Ephesians 6:18, “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 

all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 

 

 With acknowledgment that prayer is a key element to our faith, it is our desire to balance the command to 

pray with personal privacy and respect for all.  Therefore, the following guidelines will be used to make our 

church’s prayer list an effective tool in expressing our faith. 

 

1. The prayer list will be coordinated and operated through the church office. 

2. Ways to submit prayer requests: 

A. Website (wnupc.com) – click on the “CONTACT US” button. 

B. E-mail – Church office, wnupc@verizon.net  

                         Pastor, manon.john474@gmail.com 

C. Phone – 724-872-7414 (church office) 

                        606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

D. Text message – 606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

E. Worship – fill out the orange prayer request card in pews 

3.  Prayer requests will remain on the list for 30 days. 

 - requests may be updated and remain on the list for an additional 30 days. 

 - if no updates are made, the request will be removed after 30 days. 

4.  Since this is our church’s prayer list, please submit requests for immediate family of members, regular visitors, 

church staff, Presbytery and/or PCUSA specific issues.  (immediate family= spouse, children, grandchildren, 

mom, dad, brother and sister) 
 

5.  Specific items will remain on the list indefinitely such as:  our church, Pastor and family, our country, our 

military, Session and community. 
 

6.  List will contain names of people only.  There will be no specific information, medical diagnosis, procedures, 

etc. 
 

7.  List will be distributed weekly in the following ways: 

 - email (must complete form to receive prayer list) 

 - monthly newsletter 

 - bulletin 
 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
mailto:manon.john474@gmail.com
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In addition to the many ministries that are available here at WNUPC; like Sunday school, Bible 
study, and PW functions, we wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord in a time of 
prayer.  To that end, we offer these free daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 
church office or in the racks in the main-entrance narthex of the church. 
 

 

 

        Mobility issues         

holding you back???  

Wheelchairs and Walkers are available, on both levels of the church, as 

well as a chair-lift on the hall stairs.  There is also a ramp entryway on 4th 

Street, through the chapel.   

2018 
 

We still have several weeks available for 

Chancel Flowers. 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the office. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35) 

or your flowers will not be ordered. 

The May/June 
edition of The 

Upper Room is 
now available. 
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Shipwrecked 
VBS 2018 

June 25-June 29, 2018 

6:00-8:30 p.m. 

For more information see Kerri Bojarski  

or Diane Ozegovich 

 Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin board in the 
social room. 

Youth Night 

6:00 – 7:30 pm 

Bible lesson, music, craft 

and snack (Last day before 

summer break is May 31.  We will 

resume after Labor Day.) 
 

VBS Planning Meeting 

Sunday, May 6 immediately 
following worship. If you are 

helping or interested in 
helping please plan to 

attend. If you are unable to 
attend please see Kerri or 

Diane for more information. 
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Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 
Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 

     BIRTHDAYS IN 

                              May 
ANNIVERSARIES IN May 

Jo Lynn Lowanse 1
st

 Jack & Amy Kuipoff 3rd 

Lloyd Mauk 1
st

  Shawn & Colleen Martinelli 6
th

  

Fran Ritchie 1
st

  Allen & Cheryl Barozzie 11
th

  

Belinda Derr 2
nd

  Paul & Alice Kurzdorfer 18
th

  

Wally Ritchie 4
th

  Greg & Autumn Moody 19
th

  

Vi Pore 4
th

  Dennis & Diane Koget 20
th

  

Cathy Hall 9
th

  Ed & Joyce Pawlik 21
st

  

Alyssa Brown 11
th

  Bob & Kim Mesher 27
th

  

Christine Hustwit 10
th

    

Edward Landini 12
th

    

Brandon Martini 12
th

    

Avery Mesher 13
th

    

Nadia Lewis 14
th

    

Rainey Craig 15
th

    

Kathy Sandy 15
th

    

Rick Coleman 18
th

    

Christian Bojarski 19
th

    

Jane Medsger 19
th

    

Terri Day 20
th

    

George Harvey 22
nd

    

Kim Puskar 25
th

    

Steven Burkett 26
th

    

Marcia Harris 30
th

    

We would love to  
announce and celebrate  

your wedding anniversary… 
but, we need to know when it is… 

We would love to announce and 
celebrate your birthday and 
wedding anniversary Please let us 
know when it is…. 
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Wednesday May 2, 2018 6:00 P.M. Disciples Bible Study 

 
  3:00P.M.. W.N. Little House Game Night 

Thursday  May 3, 2018 6:00 P.M. Youth Night 

  
6:00 P.M. Bell Choir Rehearsal 

  
 

7:00 P.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday May 6, 2018 8:45 A.M. Adult Sunday School- McKee Room 

  
10:00 A.M. Worship with Communion (Ascension Sunday) 

 
  During Worship PW Birthday Offering 

  
Following worship     VBS planning meeting   

Tuesday May 8, 2018 10:00 A.M.     PW CT Meeting   

Wednesday  May 9, 2018 6:00 P.M.     Disciples Bible Study   

Thursday  May 10, 2018 10:00 A.M. WNAC Meeting 

  
6:00 P.M. Youth Night 

  
6:00 P.M. Bell Choir Rehearsal 

  
7:00 P.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday  May 13, 2018 8:45 A.M. Adult Sunday School- McKee Room 

  
 

10:00 A.M. Worship (Mother’s Day/ Women of the Church) 

Tuesday May 15, 2018 6:00 P.M. Redstone Presbytery @ First PC of Latrobe  

Wednesday May 16, 2018 12:00 P.M. PW United Circle 

    6:00 P.M. Disciples Bible Study 

Thursday  May 17, 2018 6:00 P.M. Youth Night 

  
6:00 P.M. Bell Choir Rehearsal 

  
7:00 P.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Last rehearsal for summer) 

Saturday May 19, 2018 11:00 A.M. W.N. Women’s Club Luncheon 

Sunday  May 20, 2018 8:45 A.M. Adult Sunday School- McKee Room 

  
10:00 A.M. Worship (Pentecost Sunday) 

   
 

During Worship. Special Offering for Camp Scholarships 

   
 

5:00 P.M. Session Meeting 

Tuesday  May 22, 2018 9:00 A.M. Redstone PW Retreat @ Pine Springs 

Wednesday  May 23, 2018 6:00 P.M. Disciples Bible Study (Last class until August 8) 

Thursday May 24, 2018 6:00 P.M. Youth Night 

  
6:00 P.M. Bell Choir Rehearsal 

  
7:00 P.M. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday May 27, 2018 8:45 A.M. Adult Sunday School- McKee Room 

  10:00 A.M. Worship (Memorial Day Theme) 

Monday May 28, 2018 All Day. Office Closed in observance of Memorial Day 

Thursday  May 31, 2018 6:00 P.M. Youth Night( Last one before summer break) 

    

 

Looking Forward at WNUPC 
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When you start something new, whether it is a new job, a new volunteer opportunity, or a ministry 
internship, such as in my case, it is only natural to be nervous, and while I have been a visitor at West 
Newton United Presbyterian Church in the past, and have felt very welcome by the congregation, that 
nervousness was at an all time high, especially before preaching that first sermon.  Of course, and with 
being both new and nervous, you do not know what to expect, and you ask yourself many questions, 
such as, “Will I embarrass myself?” “Will I make an impact?” and, “Can I actually do what I have been 
called to do?”  Not only was I nervous, and with coming from a contemporary church and back to a 
more traditional style of worship and service that I grew up with, I found myself completely out of my 
comfort zone, but Pastor John quickly made me feel at ease by displaying his trust and confidence in 
me to lead that first service while he was on vacation.  Pastor John, without any doubt, is both an 
amazing man of God and a wonderful mentor, and I feel very fortunate to be serving under his 
guidance and leadership.     
I also feel very fortunate to be serving all of you as well.  After that first service, and after that first 
sermon, those feelings of anxiousness began to fade with all the smiles, hugs, and handshakes I 
received afterward.  Now, and instead of feeling anxious, I feel loved, welcomed beyond belief, and 
part of the WNUPC family after only just a few short weeks.  Those feelings of being loved and being 
welcomed are truly reflective of a congregation who loves and follows the Savior, and I look forward to 
seeing how God impacts all of us during my time at WNUPC.  The entire staff and congregation at 
WNUPC have blessed my life in so many countless ways, in such a short time, and it is my prayer, and 
with God’s help, that I may repay your kindness and hospitality, by being a blessing to all of you in 
return!   
May Christ’s love and peace be with all of you! 
Pastor John Tirpak 

 

 
Do we have your email address?   

We can email the prayer list, newsletters, weather closings and 

other important church news but we need your email address.  

Call or email the church office to be added to our email list. 

 

Deadline for updates and notices for the June publication of  

The Higher Ground Herald will be Thursday, May 24   
Contact the church office  

     by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at wnupc@verizon.net 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net

