
 

    From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

November 

Worship Schedule: 

 
     November 5th  

           ~ 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship with 

     Communion  

                 “A Closer Walk” 

  James 3:13-4:8 

  following service:  

       Home Communion  

       Visitation team departs 

 

     November 12th  

          ~ 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

            Veteran’s Day 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:00 a.m. Worship w/Baptism 

                 “The Servant Will Go” 

  1 Samuel 17:12-40 

  following service:  

       Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

 

 

     November 19th  

          ~ 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

                 “Stimulants for Thanksgiving” 

                 Philippians 4:19 

   

 

      November 26th 

          ~ Christ the King Sunday 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

                “Image of the Invisible” 

  Luke 23:33-43 

 

 

 

       
   

 

         

 
  
 
 
     
 

Nov.  2017 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” – 1 Chronicles 16:34 
 

THE POWER OF THANKSGIVING 

“Gratitude and thanksgiving are like a vaccine and an antiseptic. This is a most searching and true 

diagnosis. They can be a vaccine that can prevent the invasion of a disgruntled attitude. As they 

prevent the disastrous effects of certain poisons and diseases, thanksgiving destroys the poison of 

fault-finding and grumbling. When trouble has smitten us, a spirit of thanksgiving is a soothing 

antiseptic.” – John Henry Jowett 

“The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusts in him, and I am helped. My heart leaps 

for joy and I will give thanks to him in song.” – Psalm 28:7 

“Praise the LORD. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever.” – Psalm 

106:1 
 

ATTITUDE OF GRATITUDE 

“In that day you will say: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among the 

nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.” –  Isaiah 12:4 

“Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise. Give thanks to him and praise 

his name.” – Psalm 100:4 
 

COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS 

“On Thanksgiving Day we acknowledge our dependence.” – William Jennings Bryan 

“So, while it’s true that Thanksgiving only comes but once a year, we should actually celebrate it 

each and every day. It’s just a matter of learning to live with a spirit of gratitude.” – Unknown 

The Practice of Gratitude: “Gratitude is a constant attitude of thankfulness and appreciation for 

life as it unfolds.  Living in the moment, we are open to the abundance around us and within 

us.  We express appreciation freely.  We contemplate the richness of our life.  In life’s trials, we 

seek to understand, to accept, to learn.  Gratitude is a continual celebration of life.”  – Unknown 

“Greed grabs, Gratitude receives.” – Unknown 

“Let our hearts overflow with thankfulness…” – Colossians 2:7 

“To be thankful is to recognize the love of God in everything He has given us — and He has 

given us everything. Every breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment of existence is a 

grace, for it brings with it immense graces from Him.” – Thomas Merton  

 “Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough. It turns denial into 

acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity.  It can turn a meal into a feast, a house into a 

home, a stranger into a friend.  Gratitude makes sense of our past, brings peace for today, and 

creates a vision for tomorrow.” – Melody Beattie 

“Thanksgiving Day is a jewel, to set in the hearts of honest men; but be careful that you do not 

take the day, and leave out the gratitude.” – E.P. Powell 

“That I may make the voice of thanksgiving heard and may tell of all Your wondrous works.” –

 Psalm 26:7 
 

THANKSGIVING AND NOT WORRYING 

“How wonderful it would be if we could help our children and grandchildren to learn 

thanksgiving at an early age. Thanksgiving opens the doors. It changes a child’s personality. 

Thankful children want to give, they radiate happiness, they draw people.” – Sir John Templeton 

“The Lord is my strength and shield. I trust him with all my heart. He helps me, and my heart is 

filled with joy. I burst out in songs of thanksgiving.” – Psalm 28:2 

 “He who brings an offering of praise and thanksgiving honors and glorifies Me; and he who 

prepares the way that I may show him, will demonstrate the salvation of God.” – Psalm 50:23 

“Not what we say about our blessings, but how we use them, is the true measure of our 

thanksgiving.” – WT Purkiser 

“I will praise God’s name in song and glorify him with thanksgiving.” – Psalm 69:30 
 

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor John 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church at 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA. 
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Sunday School Class in the McKee room continues… 
 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

 Adult Bible Study meets in the McKee Room every Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m. 
 
                                               WE HAVE ROOM FOR YOU! 
 
            If you have any questions, please see Janice Curry. 
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PW United Circle  
 

We will meet on Wednesday, November 15th at noon, when 
we will discuss the 3rd and 4th lessons of the Bible Study: 
“Hebrews”.  All women are welcome to attend the Circle on 
the third Wed of each month.  Bring a sandwich to share for 
lunch and enjoy the fellowship as we celebrate the birthdays 
of each month.   
 
Looking ahead, the December meeting is a Christmas 
luncheon on Wednesday, Dec. 6th at noon (no Bible Study this 
month).  The program will be a speaker from the Blackburn 
Center Against Domestic and Sexual Violence.  As a mission 
focus, we are asking for donations of New Pajama sets:  
winter-weight; women-all sizes, Children’s sizes:  girls – sizes 
5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14; boys – sizes 4-5; infants – gender neutral.  
These will be given to the Blackburn Center for clients at their 
shelter. 

 
PW Sewing  
 

We will not meet until Wednesday, January 24 from 9:00 a.m. 
to noon, in the McKee Room, to prepare items for local and 
overseas missions.  No skill is needed to participate in the 
sewing group, so please join us. 

 
First Fruits Sunday 
 

This was observed on Sunday, September 24, 2017.  The 
congregational response total was $906.00.  Thank you for 
your generous contributions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daylight 

Savings Time 

Ends 

 

 
 

before you go 

to sleep on 

November 

4
th

! 
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Apple Dumpling Day 
 

Thursday, Oct. 5th was a great success.  The 442 apple dumplings, made by 25 workers, 
produced a profit of $1700.  Thank you to all who volunteered, donated supplies, and purchased 
the dumplings.  This enables PW to continue supporting a variety of missions throughout the 
year. 
 

Redstone PW Gathering 
 

The fall gathering was held on Saturday, October 21 at the Community United Presbyterian 
Church in New Alexandria with 36 attendees.  The Mission Focus was donations for Rise Against 
Hunger, an organization that packages meals for needy countries.  West Newton PW donated 
$83.  Programming included the “Hebrews” Bible Study, Addiction Network, and the Blackburn 
Center Against Domestic and Sexual Violence. 
 

Shoe Collection 
 

Redstone PW will collect good reusable shoes into 2018 to raise money for the Rise Against 
Hunger meal-packing event planned for Oct. 2018.  Shoes are accepted in all sizes.  No flip-
flops, crocs, slippers, winter boots, dress boots, or metal cleats.  A deposit box will be placed 
inside the 3rd Street door. 
 

Consecration Sunday 
 

This was October 22nd, when the “Estimated Giving” cards for 2018 were dedicated.  If you 
haven’t turned in your “Estimated Giving” card, please do so as soon as possible. 
 

Thank Offering Sunday 
 

November 19th, the Presbyterian Women invite the congregation to celebrate our bountiful 
blessings with those in need.  Twenty-two projects, locally, nationally, and internationally, are 
receiving grants from last year’s offering.  Envelopes will be in the pews for your donation.  
Please make checks payable to WNUPC and mark it for Thank Offering. 
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Meals-on-Wheels 

Our church participates in delivery duties, every 5 to 6 weeks, on a rotating schedule, organized by the West 

Newton Association of Churches and the West Newton Senior Center.   

 

Future week to note on your calendar:  Dec 18 

 

Thank you for your willingness to take part in this ministry. 

The sign-up sheets are in the church office hallway. 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

 
 

Disciple Bible Study 
      Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 

      Nov. 1st – “Loyalty” 
                    Proverbs 17 
 

Nov. 8th – “Compassion” 
                   Luke 10 
 

Nov. 15th – “Forgiveness” 
                    Matthew 18 
 

Nov. 22nd – NO CLASS / THANKSGIVING 
                     
Nov. 29th – “Passion” 
                    Psalm 18 
 

      
During the month of November, we will be studying the topic of Christian Character.  The Bible 
has a lot to say on this subject in both testaments.  We will also be looking at people in the Bible 
as examples of both good and bad Christian Character. 
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Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 
 

 

Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following worship,  

on the second Sunday of every month, in our social room. 

Hosts and Hostesses are needed 
sign up in the Church Kitchen for future months 

or Please see Anne Hustwit or Karen Murray 

Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the narthex,  

is available.  Do you need someone to pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   
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OUR SESSION 
Clerk of Session:  Kris Edwards 

Class of 2017 Class of 2018 Class of 2019 

Bob Bojarski Mark Barnes Greg Franks 

Anne Hustwit Jo Lynn Lowanse Marcia Harris 

Linda Shoaf Diane Ozegovich Amanda McMinn 

Meri Beth Wees Chuck Yelich Karen Murray 

Home Communion Visitation 

teams take communion to those who cannot  

make it out to church. 

Chancel Choir 
 

meet on Thursday evenings,  

during the school year,  

and participate in Sunday morning  

worship services at 10:00. 

 

Contact Jim Sykes to get involved. 
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October 

ATTENDANCE 

adults 

ATTENDANCE 

children 

ATTENDANCE 

total 

 

OFFERING 

1st 90 8 98 $4,234.00 

8th 83 6 86 $2,243.00 

15th 83 8 91 $3,057.00 

22nd   91 $3,133.25 

29th 67 6 73 $3,185.89 
     

   5 week Total    $15,853.14  

 

 
 

Contribution Envelopes are available to anyone regularly 
attending our services, even if you are not a member.  
Contact Linda Blick, our Financial Secretary, and she will be 
glad to fill your request. 
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                                            West Newton United Presbyterian Church                                                                                                                                                                         

                                   Income and Expense Statement - September 2017 
                                                                       3rd Quarter 

    

         Anticipated Budget Income   128,139.03  
    Actual Income   

  
  119,594.32  

    

    
-8,544.71 

    

         Planned Budget Expenses   128,139.03  
    Actual Expenses   119,941.48  
    

    
8,197.55 

    

         

    
-8,544.71 

    

   

 8,197.55 
    Current Amount under Budget -347.16 
    

         Checking Account                                          66,111.42 
   

         Savings Accounts                                          112,903.07 
   

         

         The contributions to the Annual Budget at the end of September are behind the 
 anticipated total. The expenses are under budget. 

   

         The Finance Committee urges you to continue your level of giving on a regular basis  

(even  when you may be away) in order for us to keep up with the day-to-day 
 expenses. 

       

         
         Reminder: All purchases to be submitted to the church for re-imbursement must be            

pre-approved by a Session committee and the voucher form signed by the Session 

committee member. 
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October 2017 Session Highlights 
 

o Opened with Scripture reading, followed by Prayer. 

o Moderator:  Rev. John Manon 

o Present: Chuck Yelich  Jo Lynn Lowanse Marica Harris  

  Meri Beth Wees Greg Franks  Diane Ozegovich Mark Barnes 

  Amanda McMinn Kris Edwards  Anne Hustwit   

o Absent:  Karen Murray, Robert Bojarski, Linda Shoaf 

Highlights:   

 Approved PDA collection in the amount of $440 to be donated to the US Wildfires account of 

the PDA 

 Approved the security system proposal in the amount of $5,920 from Superior Security Systems 

of Latrobe 

 Approved use of Social Room by Downtown WN for Light Up Night 

 Approved use of Sanctuary for concerts during Light Up Night 

 The church will have a float in the Light Up Night parade.  The float theme will be “Jingle 

Bells.”  Anne Hustwit will coordinate this 

 Approved purchase of signs required by law for parking lot as part of security system 

 Approved new Prayer List guidelines.  This prayer list will begin on November 1st 

 Approved Lora Manon to preach at a future date.  This is Pastor John’s sister, who is in the 

process of completing the Commissioned Lay Pastor training in Maumee Valley Presbytery 

 Commissioned JoLynn Lowanse to acquire a red rose for each birth of church members and to be 

placed on communion table for worship 

 Approved Colleen Martinelli to take over Young Disciples 

 Discussion and vote to elect and install Deacons will occur at the next regularly scheduled 

meeting in November 
 

o Next Session Meeting will be November 19, 2017 at 5:00 p.m. 

o Closed with prayer 

  



  Page    

 

11 

Thanksgiving Worship 
 

Community worship will be held at the First Church of God at 4:00 p.m. on November 19th. 
 
 

              
 

 

                 
 

WNUPC 
                                                                           @WestNewtonUPC 

 
Poinsettia  

orders are available until Dec. 3rd. 
 

Colors:  Red, white, pink, marble 
    Cost:    6” - $8.50 
                8” - $16.50 
              10” - $25.00 

 
Call the office to place your order. 
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Help Wanted:  to decorate the sanctuary, chapel and 
social room for Christmas.  Please plan to stay after 
worship on Sunday, November 19.  Light up Night for 
West Newton is Saturday, Nov. 25 and we want to have 
the church decorated for this event. 
_______________________________________________ 

 

 
 

 

There will be a parade at 5:30 p.m. on November 25
th
. 

 
If you are interested in participating and passing out bags of candy 
and information about out church, please contact:  Anne Hustwit 
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WNUPC Prayer List 
 

Beginning on November 1st, Session will launch a new prayer list for our church family.  In the 
recognition of prayer for our family being a powerful, effective, and foundational element of faith, the 
Session has approved the guidelines that are detailed below: 

 
 
 

WNUPC Prayer List Guidelines 

 

 Prayer is an essential element to a healthy life of faith for individuals and congregations.  In fact, we are 

commanded to pray for one another in times of need.  Ephesians 6:18, “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 

all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 

 

 With acknowledgment that prayer is a key element to our faith, it is our desire to balance the command to 

pray with personal privacy and respect for all.  Therefore, the following guidelines will be used to make our 

church’s prayer list an effective tool in expressing our faith. 

 

1. The prayer list will be coordinated and operated through the church office. 

2. Ways to submit prayer requests: 

A. Website (wnupc.com) – click on the “CONTACT US” button. 

B. E-mail – Church office, wnupc@verizon.net  

                         Pastor, manon.john474@gmail.com 

C. Phone – 724-872-7414 (church office) 

                        606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

D. Text message – 606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

E. Worship – fill out the orange prayer request card in pews 

3.  Prayer requests will remain on the list for 30 days. 

 - requests may be updated and remain on the list for an additional 30 days. 

 - if no updates are made, the request will be removed after 30 days. 

4.  Since this is our church’s prayer list, please submit requests for immediate family of members, regular visitors, 

church staff, Presbytery and/or PCUSA specific issues.  (immediate family= spouse, children, grandchildren, 

mom, dad, brother and sister) 
 

5.  Specific items will remain on the list indefinitely such as:  our church, Pastor and family, our country, our 

military, Session and community. 
 

6.  List will contain names of people only.  There will be no specific information, medical diagnosis, procedures, 

etc. 
 

7.  List will be distributed weekly in the following ways: 

 - email (must complete form to receive prayer list) 

 - monthly newsletter 

 - bulletin 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
mailto:manon.john474@gmail.com
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In addition to the many ministries that are available here at WNUPC; like Sunday school, Bible 
study, and PW functions, we wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord in a time of 
prayer.  To that end, we offer these free daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 
church office or in the racks in the main-entrance narthex of the church. 
 

 

 

        Mobility issues         

holding you back???  

Wheelchairs and Walkers are available, on both levels of the church, as 

well as a chair-lift on the hall stairs.  There is also a ramp entryway on 4th 

Street, through the chapel.   

  

2017 
 

Chancel Flowers 

can now be ordered 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the office. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35) 

or your flowers will not be ordered. 
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Deadline for updates and notices for the December publication of  

The Higher Ground Herald will be Tuesday, Nov. 21   
Contact the church office  

by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at wnupc@verizon.net  

     BIRTHDAYS IN 

                              NOVEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES IN NOVEMBER 

Diane Mesiarik 1st Bob & Linda Shoaf 3rd 

Rebecca Fisher 1st Lloyd & Diane Mauk 7th 

Linda Shoaf 8th W. Jacob & Tracy Lowanse 29th 

Mark Barnes 10th   

Jackson Livengood 10th   

Lucas Livengood 10th   

Clark Detman 15th   

Lilly Kuiphoff 15th   

Brody King 17th   

Jackie Kuehner 18th   

Bob Mesher 18th   

Dave Murray 19th   

Sara Kay Fenton 21st   

Cody Moran 21st   

Judy Lash 22nd   

Dick Smith 24th   

Christine Cole 24th   

Owen Pawlik 24th   

Julian Lowanse 25th   

Jack Kuiphoff 26th   

Mike Moran 27th   

Adam McMinn 28th   

Ben Cole 30th   

Skip Wees 30th   

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
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Wednesday Nov. 1 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Nov. 2 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday Nov. 3 10:00 a.m. Meals on Wheels @ WN Senior Center 

Sunday Nov. 5 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship w/communion~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Home Communion Team departs 

Monday Nov. 6 7:00 p.m. Dartball ~ Social Room 

Tuesday Nov. 7 All Day Election Day 

Wednesday Nov. 8 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Nov. 9 10:00 a.m. WNAC Meeting @ Christ Lutheran Church 

  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday Nov. 10 10:30 a.m. Pastor John @ Filbern Manor for worship 

Sunday Nov. 12 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship w/Baptism ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

Monday Nov. 13 7:00 p.m. Dartball @ Greensburg #1 

Wednesday Nov. 15 12:00 p.m. PW United Circle ~ Social Room 

  6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Nov. 16 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday Nov. 18 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. Redstone Presbytery Meeting @ Delmont Presbyterian Church 

Sunday Nov. 19 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Decorating for Christmas 

  4:00 p.m. Community Thanksgiving Service @ WN First Church of God 

  5:00 p.m. Session Meeting ~ McKee Room 

Monday Nov. 20 7:00 p.m. Dartball ~ Social Room 

Tuesday Nov. 21 10:00 a.m. PW CT Meeting ~ McKee Room 

Thursday Nov. 23 All day Office Closed 

Friday Nov. 24 All day Office Closed 

Saturday Nov. 25 4:00 p.m. Jim Sykes Concert ~ Sanctuary 

  5:30 p.m. Parade 

Sunday Nov. 26 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary (Christ the King Sunday) 

Monday Nov. 27 7:00 p.m. Dartball @ LCOS 

Wednesday Nov. 29 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

Thursday Nov. 30 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

 


