
 

    From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

February 

Worship Schedule: 
 

 

   February 4th  

           ~ Communion 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study 

   10:00 a.m. Worship with 

     Communion  

                 “The Messianic Secret”  

     

  Isiah 40: 21-31 

  Mark 1:29-39 

  following service:  

       Home Communion  

       Visitation team departs 
 

     February 11th  

          ~Transfiguration of the Lord 

             8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:00 a.m. Worship  

                 “Changing” 

  2 Kings 2:1-12 

  Mark 9:2-9 

  following service:  

       Coffee Hour 

    ~ Social Room 
 

     February 14th  

          ~  Ash Wednesday 

  – 7:00 p.m. Worship                  

   “Now is the Time” 

  Joel 2:12-17 

  2 Corinthians 5:20-6:10 

                   
   

    February 18th 

          ~ 1st Sunday in Lent 

  8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study –  

                  McKee Room 

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

                 “Series:  “Following” 

                   “Follow the Blood” 

                   Genesis 3:19 -21 

  Hebrews 9:22 

 

     February 25th 
          ~ 2

nd
 Sunday in Lent  

                    8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study - 

                                      McKee Room 

    10:00 a.m. Worship 

                  “Series:  “Following” 

                     “Follow the Tree” 

                        Genesis 2: 9 

                       1 Peter 2:24 

   

 

         

 
  
 

Feb.  2018 

The Stakes Are High 
 

     Have you watched the movie, Hunger Games? (2012) The plot, according to the official movie 

website, “The Hunger Games universe is a dystopia set in Panem, a country consisting of the 

wealthy Capitol and 12 districts in varying states of poverty. Every year, children from the 

districts are selected to participate in a compulsory annual televised death match called The 

Hunger Games.” I remember watching this movie thinking, “Why in the world would anyone 

want to see a movie that portrays the death of children as entertainment?” Upon reading a review 

of the movie, that very question was addressed, “for a story to really matter, you have to know 

that the stakes are high. You have to realize that it’s life or death.” 
 

     So, why am I writing about this. Well, February bring us to a crucial moment in the Christian 

year – Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. Ash Wednesday and Lent are part of what is 

known as the Ancient Rhythms. The impact of these for your faith is most effective when we 

allow the liturgical calendar to calibrate our hearts and minds, then we find ourselves plunged a 

little deeper into God’s story. 
 

     I recall the many times I’ve been asked about ashes on foreheads and the meaning of it all.  As 

best I can remember, in the uncertainty of participating in such a service, a former church member 

reviewed the Ash Wednesday service as follows: “What I do know is that we went forward, and a 

man I’d only met a couple times before—but who had taken vows to shepherd the likes of me—

put his thumb to my forehead, looked me in the eyes, and told me: “Remember that you are dust, 

and to dust you shall return.” I also recall her husband stating, “Why on earth would you go to a 

service just to be told you are dust?” This is where I made the connection to the Hunger Games. I 

realized the answer to that question. For a story to really matter, you have to know that the stakes 

are high. You have to realize its life or death. 
 

     We are but dust. The human story begins, of course, in Genesis, when God takes a handful of 

dust, shapes it into a man, and brings him to life by breathing into his nostrils (Gen. 2:7). One 

chapter later, the first humans have already forgotten where they came from. God explains to 

Adam and Eve that their desire for freedom is really a death wish. Cutting themselves off from 

him is cutting themselves off from the breath of life. “For dust you are,” he reminds them, “and to 

dust you will return” (Gen. 3:19). 
 

     But the King of Glory is also king of the plot twist, and he comes in the person of Jesus. Every 

year in our celebrations of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Good Friday, Easter, and 

Pentecost, we remember his coming, his enduring, his sacrifice, his victory over death, and the life 

he offers to us now. 
 

     The Gospel of John captures a moment in Jesus’ story that, until very recently, I somehow 

missed. Jesus has risen from the dead, and his disciples, confronted with the reordering of the 

cosmos, are filled with equal parts terror and joy in the radiant presence of their friend. I imagine 

they must have felt like their fear could melt them down to ash, until Jesus exclaims: “Peace be 

with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you” (John 20:21). 
 

     “And with that,” John tells us, “he breathed on them and said, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’” 

(v22). Without the breath of God, we are but dust. On the brink of Lent, Ash Wednesday helps us 

remember the life and death stakes in our own stories, preparing us, in the words of Eugene 

Peterson, “for a kind of death that the culture knows nothing about making room for the dance of 

resurrection.” Thanks be to God! 
 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor John 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church at 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA. 
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Sunday School Class in the McKee room continues… 
 
 

Adult Bible Study 
 

 Adult Bible Study meets in the McKee Room every Sunday morning at 8:45 a.m. 
 
                                               WE HAVE ROOM FOR YOU! 
 
            If you have any questions, please see Janice Curry. 

 
 

 

In the event of bad 
weather, information about 
closings will be shown on 
WTAE, KDKA, and WPXI 

television stations. 
 

It will also be on Facebook 
and our website:  

www.wnupc.com 
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 Lent is the season, period of time, of 40 days which immediately precedes Easter.  Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday (February 14
)
, and continues until the day before Easter (March 31), which is known as the Great 

Vigil of Easter. 

 

 Lent is typically recognized as a time of self-reflection and spiritual preparation before the eternal joy of 

the Lord’s resurrection. 

 

 The events in the church have a particular importance, each in their own right, yet necessarily deeply 

connected as a powerful foundation of faith. 

 

 1.  Ash Wednesday – from the ancient practice of placing ashes on the foreheads of believers  

    as a sign of humility before God, a sign of sorrow and death that our sin  

    brings into the world. 

 

 2.  5 Sundays after Ash Wednesday – typically a time to help the believer prepare their heart and  

    mind before Easter comes.  The Sundays serve as points of reflection on  

    what needs to change in our lives to purify our relationship with Christ. 

 

 3.  Palm Sunday – celebrates Jesus’ prophetic entry into Jerusalem as the promised Messiah.   

    This grand entrance begins Jesus’ final week on earth. 

 

 4.  Maundy Thursday – remembrance of the day the Christ celebrated the Passover with his disciples,  

    know as The Last Supper. 

 

 5.  Good Friday – remembering the suffering of Jesus, his passion and pain, ultimately  

    resulting in his crucifixion. 

 

With the Resurrection of the Lord Sunday (Easter) we begin the season of Eastertide. 
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PW United Circle  
 

We will meet on Wednesday, February 14 at noon in the social 
room.  Bring a sandwich to share for lunch.  Lessons 5 & 6 of 
the Bible study, Hebrews, will be presented by Dorothy Come.  
Hostesses are to be determined.  All women are welcome to 
attend. 
 

PW Sewing 
 

We will meet Wed. Feb. 21 2018 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in 
the McKee room, to prepare items for local and overseas 
missions.  No skill is needed to participate in the sewing 
group, so please join us for the fellowship. 
 

World Day of Prayer:  Friday, March 2. 
 

This Community-wide event will be hosted this year by the 
women of the Holy Family Catholic Church.  The material was 
written by the women of Suriname with the theme “All God’s 
Creation is Very Good”.  Watch the bulletin for time of this 
event. 
 

Shoe Collection 
 

Redstone PW will collect good reusable shoes into 2018 to 
raise money for the Rise Against Hunger meal-packing event 
planned for Oct. 2018.  Shoes are accepted in all sizes.  No 
flip-flops, crocs, slippers, winter boots, dress boots, or metal 
cleats.  Deposit boxes are placed inside the 3rd Street door. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Save 

the 

Date! 

 

 

 

Apple 

Dumplings 

 

 

 

April 26th 
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BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

 
 

Disciple Bible Study 
      Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 
Everyone likes their favorite things:  favorite chair to relax, 
meal to enjoy, pair of pants or sweatshirt.  Perhaps such 
things are our favorites because they are comfortable, 
known, not really subject to surprises.  When it comes to 
the Bible, favorite can be something that could possibly 
hinder us personal spiritual grow and understanding of 
God’s revelation to us.  To say it another way, we can 
become too comfortable with certain passages of 
Scripture and as a result these passages can diminish in 
impact on our faith. 
 
We will be studying various “favorite” parts of Scripture by 
taking an in-depth and fresh look. 
 
Feb. 7th – “The Beatitudes”  Matthew 5:1-12  
                     
Feb. 14th – NO CLASS – ASH WEDNESDAY 
 
Feb. 21st – “The Least of These”  Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Feb. 28th – “Do Not Let Your Hearts Be Troubled” 
     John 4:1 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 
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Meals-on-Wheels 

Our church participates in delivery duties, every 5 to 6 weeks, on a rotating schedule, organized by the West 

Newton Association of Churches and the West Newton Senior Center.   

 

Future week to note on your calendar:  Mar 5, Apr 23, Jun 4, Jul 23, Sept 10, Oct 29, Dec 17 

 

Thank you for your willingness to take part in this ministry. 

The sign-up sheets are in the church office hallway. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

                                                                                  
 
 

 
 

Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following worship,  

on the second Sunday of every month, in our social room. 

Hosts and Hostesses are needed 
sign up in the Church Kitchen for future months 

or Please see Anne Hustwit or Karen Murray 

Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the narthex,  

is available.  Do you need someone to pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   



  Page    

 

7 

                                                                 

                                         
  

                                                                                                   
 

 
 
 
 
  

Home Communion Visitation 

teams take communion to those who cannot  

make it out to church. 

Chancel Choir 
 

meet on Thursday evenings,  

during the school year,  

and participate in Sunday morning  

worship services at 10:00. 

 

Contact Jim Sykes to get involved. 

Our “Souper Bowl” luncheon will be held 
following worship on February 4th. 

 
With this, we are holding a canned soup 
drive thru February 4th to support local food 
banks.  Cans can be brought and placed in 
the soup pots in the sanctuary to support one 
of the football teams who will be playing that 
weekend. 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj63rSHiq3YAhUIMd8KHQnAAMwQjRwIBw&url=https://souperbowl.org/resources/index/category:7/title:Logos&psig=AOvVaw2xyek-6UUxO0mVSlv3FKPA&ust=1514563264899561


       Page    

 

 
 

8 

OUR SESSION 
Clerk of Session:  Kris Edwards 

Class of 2018 Class of 2019 Class of 2020 
Mark Barnes Greg Franks Annetta Carney 

Jo Lynn Lowanse Marcia Harris Michele Coleman 

Diane Ozegovich Amanda McMinn Anne Hustwit 

Chuck Yelich Karen Murray Becky Moran 

 

                  

WNUPC 
                                                                           @WestNewtonUPC 
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January 

ATTENDANCE 

adults 

ATTENDANCE 

children 

ATTENDANCE 

total 

 

OFFERING 

7th 72 8 80 $4,048.00 

14th 65 8 73 $2,334.00 

21st 96 8 104 $4,703.45 

28th Not available at time of publication 

  
     

   3 of 4 week Total           $11,085.45  

 

 
 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2018 
 

Contribution envelopes are available to all attendees of our worship service.  Please 
see Linda Blick if you would like to have them. 
 

Year-end Statement 
 

The 2017 year-end contribution statements were mailed to all who made a 
contribution to WNUPC during 2017.  Please contact the office or Linda Blick, 
Financial Secretary, if you have any questions. 
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January 2018 Session Highlights 
 

o Opened with Scripture reading, followed by Prayer. 

o Moderator:  Rev. John Manon 

 

o Present: Michele Coleman  Marica Harris  Greg Franks   

  Diane Ozegovich  Kris Edwards   Annetta Carney 

  Becky Moran             Mark Barnes              Anne Hustwit 

   

o Absent:  Chuck Yelich, Jo Lynn Lowanse, Amanda McMinn, Karen Murray 

o Highlights:   

 Approved ordering offering envelopes for 2019.  Ordering before January 31 provides a 

12% discount. 

 Approved use of church to host meetings for Westmoreland County Drug & Alcohol 

Commission. 

 Approved use of social room and kitchen for bridal shower on April 14 as requested by 

Marcia Harris. 

 Approved Session committee assignments for 2018 as follows: 

 

 Worship – Amanda McMinn and Jo Lynn Lowanse 

 Membership Care – Anne Hustwit and Karen Murray 

 Mission – assigned as needed by project 

 Budget – Annetta Carney and Marcia Harris 

 Building and Grounds – Michele Coleman and Mark Barnes 

 Personnel – Michele Coleman and Anne Hustwit 

 Christian Education – Diane Ozegovich and Becky Moran 

 Pastoral Care – Chuck Yelich and Greg Franks 

 

 Approved purchase of Easter flowers from Hazuza’s as last year with exception of hyacinths. 

 Tabled creation of Deacons until February meeting. 

 Approved Ron Chamberlain for membership and baptism. 

 Approved purchase of bibles for confirmation class gifts. 

 Approved Joyce Pawlik to lead bell choir. 

 Approved Ash Wednesday Worship service for February 14 at 7:00 p.m. 

 Approved hiring of Dianne Franks as church secretary to begin January 22.  This will be a 90 

day probationary hire at the current pay rate as the previous secretary. 

 

o Next Session Meeting will be February 18, 2018 at 5:00 p.m. 

o Closed with prayer 
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WNUPC Prayer List 
 

Beginning November 1, 2017, Session launched a new prayer list for our church family.  In the 
recognition of prayer for our family being a powerful, effective, and foundational element of faith, the 
Session approved the guidelines that are detailed below: 

 
 

WNUPC Prayer List Guidelines 

 

 Prayer is an essential element to a healthy life of faith for individuals and congregations.  In fact, we are 

commanded to pray for one another in times of need.  Ephesians 6:18, “Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with 

all kinds of prayers and requests.  With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 

 

 With acknowledgment that prayer is a key element to our faith, it is our desire to balance the command to 

pray with personal privacy and respect for all.  Therefore, the following guidelines will be used to make our 

church’s prayer list an effective tool in expressing our faith. 

 

1. The prayer list will be coordinated and operated through the church office. 

2. Ways to submit prayer requests: 

A. Website (wnupc.com) – click on the “CONTACT US” button. 

B. E-mail – Church office, wnupc@verizon.net  

                         Pastor, manon.john474@gmail.com 

C. Phone – 724-872-7414 (church office) 

                        606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

D. Text message – 606-261-0232 (Pastor John) 

E. Worship – fill out the orange prayer request card in pews 

3.  Prayer requests will remain on the list for 30 days. 

 - requests may be updated and remain on the list for an additional 30 days. 

 - if no updates are made, the request will be removed after 30 days. 

4.  Since this is our church’s prayer list, please submit requests for immediate family of members, regular visitors, 

church staff, Presbytery and/or PCUSA specific issues.  (immediate family= spouse, children, grandchildren, 

mom, dad, brother and sister) 
 

5.  Specific items will remain on the list indefinitely such as:  our church, Pastor and family, our country, our 

military, Session and community. 
 

6.  List will contain names of people only.  There will be no specific information, medical diagnosis, procedures, 

etc. 
 

7.  List will be distributed weekly in the following ways: 

 - email (must complete form to receive prayer list) 

 - monthly newsletter 

 - bulletin 
 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
mailto:manon.john474@gmail.com
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In addition to the many ministries that are available here at WNUPC; like Sunday school, Bible 
study, and PW functions, we wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord in a time of 
prayer.  To that end, we offer these free daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 
church office or in the racks in the main-entrance narthex of the church. 
 

 

 

        Mobility issues         

holding you back???  

Wheelchairs and Walkers are available, on both levels of the church, as 

well as a chair-lift on the hall stairs.  There is also a ramp entryway on 4th 

Street, through the chapel.   

  

2018 
 

Chancel Flowers 

can now be ordered 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the office. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35) 

or your flowers will not be ordered. 
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WNUPC Family, 

 

 It is with mixed emotions that I write this letter.  You may already know that January 26
th
 

was my last day here at the church.  There was an unfortunate and unexpected passing of the 

secretary at my home church a few months ago, which obviously created an opening.  For me, it 

was an opportunity I couldn’t let pass by. 

 

 Looking back and my 3 plus years at WNUPC, I have made many friendships with the 

members of the congregation and have learned much more about the church as a whole.  

WNUPC is a loving family and I feel blessed to have been part of it during this time.  I thank you 

all for your help and encouragement on a frequent basis.   

 

 Most importantly, I’d like to thank Pastor John for everything.  You may not know that he 

is in the office almost every day of every week.  At times, he has helped fold bulletins, make 

copies, and carry flowers into the sanctuary.  Before leaving for the weekend, he always made 

sure everything was ready for Sunday and offered to help if needed.  He’s also provided religious 

guidance and offered a different point of view when we discussed various circumstances.  I am 

forever grateful for my time with him and believe whole-heartedly that he is the right person to 

lead this church. 

 

 Thank you all again and hope you are all blessed with happiness in the future. 

 

Denise 

 
 

Ephesians 6:23-24  “Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from God the Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace be with all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with love 

incorruptible.” 
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Deadline for updates and notices for the March publication of  

The Higher Ground Herald will be Wednesday, Feb. 21  
Contact the church office  

by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at wnupc@verizon.net  

     BIRTHDAYS IN 

                              February 
ANNIVERSARIES IN JANUARY 

Gail Burkett 1
st

 Jim and Dawn Martini 20th 

Lynn Hoak 6
th

   

Terry Peto 6
th

   

Joe Parker 8
th

   

Wyatt Lowanse 10
th

   

Lydia Lowanse 10
th

   

Phyllis Lanham 12
th

   

Sherry Tarr 12
th

   

Barbara Fenton 18
th

   

Doris Flock 18
th

   

Justin koget 18
th

   

Dave Craig 19
th

   

Edie Wojkowski 22
nd

   

Susan Sahar 22
nd

   

Elmer Bassler 25
th

   

Edward Pawlik 25
th

   

Mary Jane Smith 25
th

   

Winnie Davis 26
th

   

Pete Pritchard 28
th

   

Steven Manon 28
th

   

    

    

    

    

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
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Thursday Feb. 1 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Sunday Feb. 4 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship w/communion~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Home Communion Team departs 

  Following worship “Souper” Bowl Luncheon ~ Social room 

Monday Feb.5 7:00 p.m. Dartball ~ Social Room 

Wednesday Feb7 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study – Social Room 

Thursday Feb. 8.  10:00 a.m. WNAC Meeting @ Christ Lutheran Church 

  7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal  

Sunday Feb. 11 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Coffee Hour ~ Social Room 

  Following worship Confirmation Class ~ McKee Room 

Monday Feb. 12 7:00 p.m.  Dartball – Social Room 

Wednesday Feb. 14 7:00 p.m.  Worship – Ash Wednesday 

Thursday Feb. 15 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday Feb. 18 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Session – McKee Room 

Monday Feb 19 7:00 p.m. Dartball – Social Room 

Wednesday Feb. 21 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study – Social Room 

Thursday Feb. 22 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday Feb. 25 8:45 a.m. Adult Bible Study ~ McKee Room 

  10:00 a.m. Worship ~ Sanctuary 

  Following worship Confirmation Class ~ McKee Room 

Monday Feb. 26 7:00 p.m. Dartball  - Greensburg #2 

Wednesday Feb. 28 6:00 p.m. Disciple Bible Study ~ Social Room 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 


