
 

 

 

    From the Pastor’s Desk… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

January 

Worship Schedule: 
 

 

   January 6th Epiphany of the 

  Lord Sunday  
 
   

  Communion  

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

  “Where is Christ?” 

  Isaiah 60: 1-6 

  Matthew 2: 1-12 

           

  Following worship:       

  Home Communion  

       Visitation team 

   departs 

 

  January 13th  Baptism of 

  the Lord Sunday  

   10:00 a.m. Worship 

  “Life in the Spirit” 

  Isaiah 43: 1-7 

  Mark 1: 9-13  

                  

   Begin Sermon Series – 

  “Mary vs. Martha” (3 weeks) 

   

January 20th 

  10:00 a.m. Worship 

  “As She Was” 

  Proverbs 3: 11-12 

  Luke 10: 38-42 

  Congregational  

  Meeting 

 

    

  January 27th      

          10:00 a.m. Worship 

  “Be Yourself” 

  Job 2:11-13 

  John 11: 17-26 
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THE HIGHER GROUND HERALD  

A NEW THING  
“Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am 
about to do a new thing; now it springs forth. Do you not perceive it?” 
(Isaiah 43:18-19) 
     One disadvantage to writing an old-fashioned paper newsletter is that it throws 
off a person’s inner clock. It means trying to convey certain feelings on paper 
before you (the writer) have really gotten ready for them in real life. For example, 
you have to write about Thanksgiving when it’s time for Halloween, before the 
autumn turns its annual corner from bright yellows and oranges to somber grays 
and browns. Then you need to write about the extravagant joy of Christmas 
before you’ve barely even had a chance to truly sit with Thanksgiving thoughts. 
Even now as I write just still days before Christmas, I’ve got to think and talk 
about a world I haven’t seen or experienced yet: the New Year, 2019. “Life comes 
at you fast,” the Nationwide Insurance ads claims. And as we look back over the 
days we’ve been given, we would have to agree. Something new, however, is 
always upon us. “Do you not perceive it?” 
     One challenge with welcoming a new year is that it comes at a time when 
nothing feels new. The Christmas decorations and festivities begin to fade into 
January’s merciless cold and ever-present gray skies. By New Year’s Day, what 
we have to look forward to is winter’s iciest, coldest two months (hopefully only 
two) still ahead of us, with precious few holidays to break things up.  
     And yet, even amid all the sameness of things, we can sometimes feel the 
moments passing. Their constant rumble is like a subway train beneath the 
ground we’re standing on. If we stop to listen to the rhythm of our hours and days, 
if we pay attention to the sometimes-monotonous seconds and minutes, we can 
catch echoes of their rhythm drawing nearer. When did that hair go gray on the 
head of the one you love? When did that wrinkle form on the familiar brow? Time 
passes, bestowing gifts richly with one hand and stealing them with the other. 
     In every season of life, there is a new thing that God is doing, IF we will open 
our hearts and spirits to its unfolding. Whatever time it is in your life, whatever 
your age or occupation, the voice still calls out to you again and again. “Follow 
me.” Or, as the Isaiah declares, “I am about to do a new thing… Do you not 
perceive it?” Sometime in this midwinter season—at a time yet to be determined 
(in sermon and song)—we are going to gather as a congregation to sense the 
“new things” that the Spirit is doing in our midst and the directions they might lead 
us. Until then, I’d encourage you to ask yourself these two questions: What new 
thing am I being called to? What new thing is our church being called to? It is my 
joy, my privilege, and OUR challenge together to make new discoveries as one 
faithful and loving family of God. 
 
Grace and Peace, 
Pastor John 

 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church at 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA. 
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The PW United Circle will meet on Wednesday, January 16 at noon in the social room. Bring a sandwich to  
share for lunch. Lesson 5 of the Bible study, “God’s Promises”, will be presented by Dorothy Come. Hostesses 
are Fran Ritchie Cathy Hall and Judy Oblack. All women are welcome to attend. 
 
PW Sewing will meet Wed. Jan. 23, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the McKee room, to prepare items for local 
and overseas missions. No skill is needed to participate in the sewing group, so please join us for the fellowship.  
 
The PW December Gathering, on Dec.5th was a great success. The 24 women attending filled gift bags with toilet 
articles for the residents at TLC.  Included in the bag was a cut-out Christmas tree with a small light which was 
made at the Gathering. 
 
PW Christmas Poinsettias were delivered to 16 shut-ins and congregation members over 90 on Sunday,  
Dec. 11. Greeting cards were sent to 8 members who live out-of-town. 

 
Many thanks to all who so generously donated winter apparel - mittens, gloves, scarves, hats for the PW Mitten 
Trees last month.  
 
PW partnered with the church and the WN Lions Club to supply 115 families with Food Baskets for the holidays 
on Dec. 15. Thanks to all who made monetary donations which were used to purchase a loaf of bread and a 
pound of margarine for each basket.  
 
Apple Dumplings – April 25, 2019 – Save the date! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2019 
If you haven’t picked up your Contribution Envelopes for 2019, look for the display in the narthex, just inside the 
front doors of the church. Please take yours and any others you could deliver to family or a neighbor. This will 
help cut the cost of mailing. 
 

Year-end Statements 
Anyone who made a contribution to the WNUPC during 2018 will receive a year-end contribution statement by 
the end of January.  If you do not need this statement for income tax purposes or any other reason, please 
contact the office or Linda Blick, Financial Secretary, and your statement will not be printed. 

 
Christmas Eve Service 

The traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was held in the sanctuary on Monday, December 24 at 7:00 
p.m. 142 people celebrated our Savior’s birth with communion and worship.  
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DARTBALL 

Are you looking for something fun to do on Monday 

evenings?  Our Dartball team meets on Monday evenings at 

7:00. 

See Kris Edwards for more information.  
 
                                                               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

LOOKING FORWARD: 
January 1

st
 New Year’s day –Office Closed 

January 20
th
 Annual Congregational Meeting –after worship 

January 21
st
 Martin Luther King Day –Office Closed 

January 27
th
 Soup Collection 

 
February 3

rd
 Soup Collection and  

Souper Bowl Luncheon –after worship 
February 17

th
 Session Meeting- after worship 

 
March 6

th
 Ash Wednesday Service 7PM in the Chapel 

March 17
th
 Session Meeting –after worship 
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BIBLE STUDY CLASS 
 

 
 

Disciple Bible Study 
      Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. 

 
For the remainder of this Bible Study year (Jan.-May), we will be confronting 
many of the “Hot Button Issues” that seem to be continually at the forefront 

of our society, politics, and cultural landscape.  While this is true, these 
same issues seem to go unaddressed in many churches.  Perhaps this is 
because the topics are somewhat uncomfortable to talk about, people are 

unsure of what these topics are really all about, or these issues aren’t 
readily connected to faith.  We will tackle all the “Hot Button Issues” head 

on.  Come join us on Wednesday evenings at 6PM in the social room. 
 

  
 

January 2 Abortion  
January 9 Abortion 

January 16 Homosexuality 
January 23 Homosexuality 
January 30 Pornography 

 

The men of the church will meet once again for a time of fellowship 
at the men’s breakfast on Saturday, January 19th at 9AM.  This 
group meets every third Saturday of the month at Gary’s 
Chuckwagon.  Each person is responsible for the cost of their own 
breakfast.  This time of men’s fellowship includes prayer, food, a 
short devotion, and a speaker.  Men or young men of all ages are 
welcome to attend. 



THE HIGHER GROUND HERALD         Page    

 

 

5 

Session Highlights 
 Approved recommendation from nominating committee for new session members: 

Harry Hepler, Pie Detman, Ron Chamberlain, Colleen Martinelli 

 Second reading of proposed 2019 budget.  Approved as presented. 

 Approved set up and report example for Quickbooks Financial Software.  This will 
begin full use and replace Power Church as of January 1, 2019. 

 Approved reception after worship on December 30 in honor of Rev. John Tirpak’s 
departure. 

 Approved $0 be allocated as a pledge to redstone Presbytery for 2019.  Special 
offerings will continue for 2019. 

 Approved replacing 2 toilets in women’s restrooms downstairs.  Both toilets will be 
donated to the church. 

 Approved payment of $50 to Christian Bojarski for volunteering as pianist at Redstone 
Highlands on 12/16/18. 

 Update on vehicle donation.  Awaiting title to vehicle from State of PA.  Expected to 
arrive by the end of the year. 

 Report on boiler system repairs.  System is now repaired and functioning properly. 
Repairs were mainly with the electrical components and a new thermostat was 
installed in the sanctuary. 

 Blessing Box has been and continues to be used by the community. 

 Communion servers for Christmas Eve worship –Chuck Yelich, Anne Hustwit, Mark 
Barnes, and Greg Franks. 

 Skip Noftzger, Executive Presbytery of Redstone will visit with Pastor John on 
01/14/19.  Session requested Skip’s attendance at an upcoming session meeting. 

 Approved moving the January session meeting to 01/27/19 due to congregational 
meeting on 01/20/19. 

 Approved Souper Bowl Luncheon after worship on 02/03/19.  Soup collection will take 
place from 01/27/19 to 02/03/19. 

 Approved addition of Cyber Liability Coverage to overall insurance package for the 
church.  The cost is $211 per year. 

 Approved Ash Wednesday worship service for March 6, 2019 at 7pm with imposition 
of ashes. 

 Received a letter concerning applause during worship.  After discussion the following 
plan was approved: 

 1. Pastor John will have a discussion with Jim Sykes. 

 2. Jim Sykes will make an announcement on 12/23/18 reminding the congregation 
about worship and God’s glory vs. performing and human glory. 
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Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following worship,  

on the second Sunday of every month, in our social room. 

Hosts and Hostesses are needed 
sign up in the Church Kitchen for future months 

or Please see Anne Hustwit or Karen Murray 

Home Communion Visitation 

teams take communion to those who cannot  

make it out to church. 

The second Sunday of every month we will be 
collecting money or gift cards for families in our 
community that are having difficulty providing food for 
their families.  There will be labeled envelopes in the 
bulletins the weeks that we are collecting. Thank you 
in advance for your generosity. We collected $516 at 
the time of publication in the month of December.  A 
portion of this month’s funds was used to purchase 
bread and margarine for the food baskets put 
together by the Lions Club and Salvation Army.  The 
next Hunger Offering will be January 14.  

 

3 were served home 
communion in 

December 
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Chancel Choir 
 

Chancel choir meets on 

Thursdays  

at 7:00pm during the school year, 

and participates in Sunday 

morning worship service. 

Contact Jim Sykes to get 

involved. 

Bell Choir 
The bell choir  

rehearses on Thursdays, 

at 6:00pm. 

 

Contact Joyce Pawlik to 

get involved. 

Contribution Envelopes are available to anyone regularly 
attending our services, even if you are not a member.  

Contact Linda Blick, our Financial Secretary, and she will 
be glad to fill your request.  2019 Contribution envelopes 

are now available. 
 
 
 

Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the narthex,  

is available.  Do you need someone to pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   
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OUR SESSION 

Clerk of Session:  Kris Edwards 

Class of 2019 Class of 2020 Class of 2021 
(Incoming per 

congregational approval) 

Greg Franks Annetta Carney Pie Detman 

Marcia Harris Michele Coleman Ron Chamberlain 

Amanda McMinn Anne Hustwit Colleen Martinelli 

Karen Murray Becky Moran Harry Hepler 
 

Please support our session  

with your prayers and participation. 
 

                  

Email WNUPC@verizon.net 
Website WNUPC.com 

 

December 

ATTENDANCE 

adults 

ATTENDANCE 

children 

ATTENDANCE 

total 

 

OFFERING 

2
nd

   88 8 96 $4231.50 

9
th

   97 9 106 $4994.00 

16th 114 12 126 $2870.00 

23
rd

   112 14 126 $2587.00 

Christmas Eve 129 13 142 
Not available at 

time of publication. 

30
th

  
Not available at time 

of publication 
   

             total        $14,682.50 

mailto:WNUPC@verizon.net
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In addition to the many ministries that are available here at WNUPC; like Sunday school, Bible 
study, and PW functions, we wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord in a time of 
prayer.  To that end, we offer these free daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 
church office or in the racks in the main-entrance narthex of the church. 

 
 

        Mobility issues         

holding you back???  

Wheelchairs and Walkers are available, on both levels of the church, as 

well as a chair-lift on the hall stairs.  There is also a ramp entryway on 4th 

Street, through the chapel.   

 

2019 
Sign -up sheets for chancel flowers are now 

available. 

 

Please sign up on the bulletin board 

across from the office. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35). 

If you have not yet paid for your flowers please 

do so as soon as possible. 

 

 

 

 

January editions 
are now 

available. 
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Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 
Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

     BIRTHDAYS IN 

                              January 
ANNIVERSARIES IN January 

Tyler Mounts 6
th

    Deb & Greg King 7
th

  

Rachel Ozegovich 7
th

    Merle & Josephine Johnson  30
th

  

Deborah Sann 11
th

       

Allen Barozzie 11
th

      

Morgan Fisher 11
th

    

Suzanne Mesher 14
th

      

Deborah King 14
th

      

Ed Hustwit 15
th

      

Becky Moran 16
th

     

Greg King 17
th

     

Heather Griffith 18
th

       

Judy Overand 22
nd

  
 
    

Andy Slade 23
rd

     

Paul Edwards 28
th

      

Richard Sahar 29
th

    

Peyton Day 30
th

      

Kaelin Hoak 30
th

      

We would love to announce and 
celebrate your birthday and 
wedding anniversary please let us 
know when it is…. 
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Bulletin/Prayer List Changes  

Please submit any announcements for the bulletin or changes to 

the prayer list by the end of the day on Wednesdays each week. 

                                                      

Deadline for updates and notices for the February publication of  

The Higher Ground Herald will be  

Wednesday, January 24.    
 Contact the church office   

     by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at wnupc@verizon.net 

We would love to  
announce and celebrate  

your wedding anniversary… 
but, we need to know when it is… 

Youth Night 
Thursdays 

6:00 – 7:30 pm 
Bible lesson, music, craft and snack.  

 

JOIN US FOR FUN! 
 

 

In the event of bad weather, information about closings will be 

shown on WTAE, KDKA, and WPXI television stations. 

 

It will also be on Facebook and our website:  www.wnupc.com 
 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
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January 2019 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 2 3 4 5 

  OFFICE 
CLOSED 

HAPPY  

NEW YEAR! 

6PM Bible Study 6PM Youth     
Night 

6PM Bell Choir 

7PM Chancel 
Choir 

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

8:45AM Adult 
Sunday School 

10AM Worship  
with Communion 

7PM Dartball  vs 
LCOS 

 6PM Bible Study 6PM Youth     
Night 

6PM Bell Choir 

7PM Chancel 
Choir 

  

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

8:45AM Adult 
Sunday School 

10AM Worship   

Hunger Offering 

Coffee Hour 

7PM Dartball vs 
Paintertown 

 12 pm  PW 
United Circle 

6PM Bible Study 

6PM Youth     
Night 

6PM Bell Choir 

7PM Chancel 
Choir 

 9AM Men’s 
Breakfast  

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

8:45AM Adult 
Sunday School 

10AM Worship   

Congregational 
Meeting 

7PM Dartball at 
Norwin Alliance 

OFFICE 
CLOSED in 
observance of 
Martin Luther 
King Day 

 9AM PW Sewing 

6PM Bible Study 

6PM Youth     
Night 

6PM Bell Choir 

7PM Chancel 
Choir 

  

27 28 29 30 31   

8:45AM Adult 
Sunday School 

10AM Worship  

Soup Collection 
begins and runs  
until February 3  

&PM Dartball vs 
Circleville 

 6PM Bible Study 6PM Youth     
Night 

6PM Bell Choir 

7PM Chancel 
Choir 

  

 
              

 


