
November 2019  The Higher Ground Herald 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church  

 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 

Worship Schedule 

November 3rd 10 a.m.  

 Communion  

“An Exalted Nation” 

Proverbs 14: 25-34 

 

November 10th 10 a.m. 

“Heroes and Servants” 

1 Samuel 17: 12-40 

 

  November 17th 10:00 a.m. 

“In God We Trust” 

Isaiah 12 

1 Peter 5: 6-11 

 

November 24th 10 a.m. 

“Who Was and Is and Is to Come” 

2 Samuel 23: 1-7 

John 18: 33-38/Revelation 1: 4-8 

Time. It’s such a very interesting concept. As I sit at my desk in the early 

morning hours, the church is so very quiet and I love this time. It gives me 

uninterrupted time to pray and ponder the things of God, to confess 

what needs confessed, and to simply set quietly in the might and power-

ful presence of God. I am profoundly moved and grateful for this time 

each day. 

     I also find myself thinking and remembering time in another way. I’m 

thinking about the time I’ve wasted over the years. Time not spent on 

strengthening my faith, communicating directly with God, or even serving 

other people. I’m humbled by the time I’ve wasted in my life.  

     At this time of year (Thanksgiving and on to New Years Day), I think a 

lot about time spent with family and friends. Quality time I call it. Can 

time be perhaps our most precious gift? Alexander the Great, as he lay on 

his deathbed was apparently pondering the concept of time. He sum-

moned his many generals from his great army and pronounced his final 

three wishes: the best doctors known to man should carry his coffin, the 

wealth he accumulated (money, gold, precious stones) should be 

scattered along the path his coffin would be carried, and finally, his hands 

should be loose outside of the coffin for all to see. 

     This may seem especially strange to us today, but Alexander the Great 

had a purpose in it all. It had everything to do with time. As you might 

guess, his generals were a bit confused by his requests. They asked him 

to explain. Here’s what he said: “I want the best doctors to carry my 

coffin to demonstrate that in the face of death, even the best doctors 

have no power to fully heal and therefore, they cannot control time. I 

want the road to be scattered with my wealth so that everybody sees 

that material wealth acquired on earth will stay on earth and that time is 

more precious that gold. Finally, I want my hands to swing in the wind, so 

that people understand that we come to this world empty handed and 

we leave this world empty handed. After all is exhausted, the greatest gift 

we are ever given is TIME.  

       (continued) 
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Do you like to crochet or would you 

like to learn how? 

Karen Peto is starting a program to crochet 

preemie hats for hospitals this fall.  If you 

are interested please contact Karen (724-

872-6093) so she can get an idea of what 

days and times would work best for every-

one.   

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: 
The church’s email address has changed to 

wnupc1@gmail.com 

     What tremendous words of wisdom! TIME is our most precious treasure  because it is limited. We can 

produce more wealth but how do we produce more time? When we give someone a portion of our time, 

we are actually giving them a portion of our LIFE. It’s a portion that we can never get back. Let that sink in. 

The best gift you can ever give someone, family and friends through this holiday season, is your TIME.  

     May God bless you with TIME well spent and may he grant you enough TIME to share your life with all. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor John 



Disciple Bible Study 

      The Disciples Bible Study group meets on Wednesday nights at 6pm. 

The schedule for November is as follows:  

November 6th –Psalm 118 

November 13th—Psalm 118 

November 20th—Psalm 118 

November 27th—NO CLASS –Thanksgiving 

Psalm 118 is a wonderful and powerful psalm of King David.  It is also a  

relevant word of God for our lives today.  This psalm is a joyous recognition 

of God’s goodness and a reminder of our faithful dependence upon that  

goodness for the future. 

 

This Bible Study group is a great way to interact with your fellow church 

family.  We explore current topics in our society through the revelation of 

God’s word.  Everyone is welcome! 
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Men’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast is held on the third Saturday of the 

month at Gary’s Chuckwagon at 9 a.m.   The next 

breakfast will be November 16 

 FAMILY GAME NIGHT 

November 9 at 6 pm in 
the Social Room.  

 Pizza (and games) will 
be provided.   

 

 

Size Price Colors 

6” $   8.75 red / white / pink / 
marble 

8” $ 17.00 red only per Hazuza’s 

10” $ 25.00 red only per Hazuza’s 

 

Christmas Flowers  

Christmas flower order forms will be in the bulletins beginning November 10.  

Orders and payment will be due no later than December 1. 
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1. Apple Dumpling Day on Oct. 3, was a great success. The 341 apple dumplings, made by 17 
workers, produced a profit of $1480. Thank you to all who volunteered, donated supplies and 
purchased the dumplings. This enables PW to continue supporting a variety of missions 
throughout the year. 
 
2. The United Circle will meet on Wed. Nov. 20 at noon.  We will discuss the 3rd & 4th lessons 
of the Bible Study, “The Ten Commandments”, led by Dot Come.” Bring a sandwich to share 
for lunch and enjoy the fellowship as we celebrate the birthdays of each month.  Hostesses 
are Jackie Kuehner, Cathy Hall, and Judy Oblack. 
Looking ahead, the December meeting is our Christmas Gathering Luncheon on Wed. Dec. 4 
at noon. (No Bible Study this month) The program will be a speaker from the Angel Arms out-
reach in Latrobe that cares for addicted babies.  Our mission focus will be items Angel Arms 
can use. Please bring one of the following items to the Gathering on Dec. 4th or place them in 
the box in the 3rd street hallway: Larger diapers (stage 4,5,or 6); Snacks: Goldfish, Animal 
Crackers; Huggies or Juice Box drinks, Toilet Paper, Paper towels, Liquid hand soap, computer 
paper. 
  
3. Thank Offering Sunday is November 24. Presbyterian Women invite the congregation to 
celebrate our bountiful blessings with those in need. Eighteen projects, locally, nationally and 
internationally, are receiving grants from last year’s offering. Envelopes will be in the pews for 
your donation. Please make checks payable to WNUPC and mark it for Thank Offering. 
 
4. Redstone PW held their Fall Gathering on Saturday, Oct. 19 at the Bethel Presbyterian 
Church in New Florence with 31 attendees. The Mission Focus was donations to Pine Springs 
Camp.  West Newton PW donated $66. Programming included the “The Ten Commandments” 
Bible Study, and representatives from the Youth Triennium in July and the PW USA Experience 
to the Finger Lakes in June. 
 
5. PW Sewing will not meet until Wed. Jan. 22, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the McKee 
room, to prepare items for local and overseas missions.  

Consecration Sunday 
Consecration Sunday was October 20, when the “Estimated Giving” cards for 2020 were dedi-
cated. If you haven’t turned in your “Estimated Giving” card, please do so as soon as possible.  
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Chancel Choir 

Chancel choir practice resumed rehearsals on Thursday  

evenings at 7 p.m.  We are always looking for more voices!   

Contact Jim Sykes if you would like to get involved. 

 

Bell Choir 

Bell Choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday, October 3 at  

6 p.m.  We are always looking for new members.  Contact 

Joyce Pawlik for more information. 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner 

The first Tuesday of the month fellowship dinner 

will meet at Cracker Barrel in New Stanton on  

November 5 at 6pm.  

 In December we will meet at Eat N Park in Belle 

Vernon on December 3 

The Thank Offering will be  

collected on November 24th.  Envelopes 

will be in the pews for your donations.  

Please make checks payable to WNUPC 

and mark it Thank Offering. 



The Higher Ground Herald        Page 7 

Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following  

worship, on the second Sunday of every month, in our  

social room.  See Karen Murray or Anne Hustwit if you 

would like to help. 

Many people in our community often struggle to provide 

food for their families.  The second Sunday of each month, 

we will be collecting money or gift cards for families such as 

these in our community.  There will be labeled envelopes in 

the bulletins the weeks that we are collecting.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity.      The next collection will be 

November 10th. 

Home Communion Visitation 

Home Communion Teams take communion to 

those who cannot make it to our church.  If you 

would like to be a part of this mission please 

contact the office.   

Media Help 

We are looking for more help with media. 

If you would like to be a part of the media 

team please contact the office to be added 

to the rotating schedule.  No experience 

necessary... 
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Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the 

narthex, is available.  Do you need someone to 

pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   

2019 Chancel Flowers 

We still have a few weeks available for chancel flowers. 

Please sign—up on the bulletin board across from the  

office.     

All orders must be paid in advance ($35).  If you have not yet 

paid for your flowers please do so as soon as  

possible. 

2020 Sign up sheets will be coming soon. 

 

In addition to the many ministries that are available 

here at WNUPC; like Bible study, and PW functions, we 

wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord 

in a time of prayer.  To that end, we offer these free 

daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 

church office or in the racks in the main-entrance nar-

thex of the church. 

Do you need mobility assistance? 

Wheelchairs and walkers are available as well as a chair lift on 

the hall stairs.  There is a ramp entryway on 4th Street 

through the Chapel. 
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November Birthdays 

     Diane Mesiarik             1st 

   Rebecca Medsger           1st 

    Linda Shoaf  8th 

    Mark Barnes  10th 

Jackson Livengood  10th 

Lucas Livengood  10th  

Clark Detman             15th 

Lily Kuiphoff            15th 

Jackie Kuehner           15h 

Brody King             17th 

 Bob Mesher             18th  

Dave Murray                      19th 

Sara Kay Fenton     21st  

Cody Moran              21st   

Judy Lash              22nd  

Dick Smith             24th 

Owen Pawlik            24th 

Julian Lowanse           24th  

Jack Kuiphoff   26th  

Mike Moran           27th 

Adam McMinn  28th 

Ben Cole                        30th 

Skip Wees                      30th 

November Anniversaries 

   Bob & Linda Shoaf      3rd  

   Diane & Lloyd Mauk      7th 

   Jacob & Tracy Lowanse      29th 

    

 

 

We would love to announce and cele-

brate your birthday and wedding  

anniversary.  Please let us know when it 

is… 

 



November 9 Family game Night 

November 24 Christ the King Sunday. 

November 28-29 Office Closed for Thanksgiving. 

November 30  Light Up Night Concert and Craft Show 

December 1  Christmas poinsettia orders due. 

December  8  Christmas Dinner and Social Room Dedication 

December 24 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship. 

 

Youth Night  

Kids join us for Youth Group on Thursdays from  

6-7:30 p.m. Join us for a great time. 
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Our Session 

Clerk of Session: Kris Edwards 

Class of 2019     Class of 2020       Class of 2021 

Greg Franks                   Annetta Carney                 Clark Detman 

Marcia Harris                 Michele Coleman                 Ron Chamberlain 

Amanda McMinn        Anne Hustwit         Colleen Martinelli 

Karen Murray                  Becky Moran          Harry Hepler 

Please support our session with your prayers and participation. 
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Session Highlights 

Present: Karen Murray, Becky Moran, Harry Hepler, Ron Chamberlain, Annetta Carney, 

Colleen Martinelli, Michele Coleman, Clark Detman, Marcia Harris 

Absent: Amanda McMinn, Greg Franks, Anne Hustwit 

• Approved September 2019 minutes. 

• Approved Christmas dinner for Sunday, December 8th after worship.  Meat will be pro-

vided.  A side dish to share is requested.  There will also be a brief dedication of the new-

ly renovated Social Room. 

• November 9th will be a Family Game Night beginning at 6PM. 

• Approved purchase of 2 LED exit lights.  Cost will be approximately $120. 

• Approved purchase of 2 thermostat covers (sanctuary and social room). 

• Approved bid from Art Rock to repair leaking gutter over ramp by 4th Street door as 

well as patching cracks on the ramp.  Bid was for $400 with the church buying the  

• necessary materials. 

• Commissioned Ron Chamberlain and Colleen Martinelli to visit Phyllis Lanham to try and 

mediate an on-going issue. 

• Approved having a float in the Light Up Night parade scheduled for Saturday, November 

30th. 

• Approved 2 building use requests: 

 1. Joyce Martini –Nov. 2 

 2. Kerri Bojarski –Nov. 10 

• Approved a $0 pledge to Redstone Presbytery for 2020. 

• Approved securing bids for IT issues for November meeting. 
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November 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 

10 am  

Worship w/ 

Communion 

4 

11 am  

Truth Seekers 

7 pm Dartball vs 

Greensburg 1 

5   6pm First 

 Tuesday  

Fellowship  

Dinner at  

Cracker Barrel in 

New Stanton 

 

6 

6pm  

Bible Study 

 

7 

6pm Bells 

6 pm Youth 

Group 

7pm Choir 

8 9 

6pm Family 

Game Night 

10 

10 am Worship 

Coffee Hour 

11 

11 am  

Truth Seekers 

7 pm Dartball 

vs. Irwin  

12 

10am PW CT 

Meeting 

13 

6pm  

Bible Study 

14 

6pm Bells 

6 pm Youth 

Group 

7pm Choir 

15 16 

9am Men’s 

Breakfast 

17 

10 am Worship 

Session  

Meeting 

18 

11 am  

Truth Seekers 

7 pm Dartball @ 

Norwin Alliance 

19 20 

12 pm PW  

United Circle 

 

6pm  

21 

6pm Bells 

6 pm Youth 

Group 

7pm Choir 

22 23 

24 

10 am Worship 

25 

11 am  

Truth Seekers 

7 pm Dartball 

vs. Circleville 

26 27 28 

OFFICE CLOSED 

FOR  

THANKSGIVING 

29 

OFFICE CLOSED  

30 

Light Up Night 

Concert & Craft 

Show 



         Truth Seekers 

WHEN- Every Monday morning at 11 a.m. in  

    the Chapel.  

WHO- Everyone is welcome.  Bring a friend or  

   neighbor. 

WHY– Engage yourself with Scripture to better  

   understand God’s revelation to us and for 

   us. 

FORMAT– The class will function as a Bible   

   Study based upon the previous  

   Sunday’s sermon.  In a very practical  

   way, this class will be an extension of  

   the sermon scripture passages going  

   much deeper in detail with more life  

   application.     

New  

Bible 

New  

Bible 

Study 
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 This year we will be participating in a Reverse Advent Calendar.  There will be boxes 

placed near the entrances to collect the food items.  You can bring them all at once or 

weekly. 
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Weekly attendance 

October  Adults   Children  Total   Offering 

6       72        2      74     $3289 

13       74        5      79     $2376 

20        81                  8      89                        $3096 

27             72                 7      79     2284 

    

                           4 week total  $11,045  

Bulletin/Prayer List Changes  

Please submit any announcements for the bulletin or changes to 

the prayer list by the end of the day on Wednesdays each week. 

Deadline for updates and notices for the December publication of 

The Higher Ground Herald will be 

Friday, November 22nd . 

Contact the church office by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at 

wnupc1@gmail.com 

Office hours are Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-

261-0232 (cell). 

            Email: wnupc1@gmail.com 

Website WNUPC.com 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net

