
January 2020  The Higher Ground Herald 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church  

 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 

January Worship Schedule 

January 5th Epiphany Sunday 

 Communion  

“What Light?” 

John 1: 1-9 

 

 

January 12th 

WNAC Pulpit Exchange Sunday 

 

  January 19th 

Sermon Series: Women of the New 

Testament 

“The Encounter” 

John 4: 1-26 

*Congregational Meeting 

 

January 26th 

Sermon Series: Women of the New 

Testament 

“A Disciple?” 

Acts 9: 32-43 

 

 

 

The New Apathy 

     As the new year is upon us, I sense the need to address an issue that is before nearly 

every single church in this country. The issue is being dangerous.  How dangerous are 

you willing to be? That coupled with a sort of new (last 5 years or so) apathy toward the 

gospel, toward faith, toward the church. 

     I’ve had many personal conversations with various pastors, church members, and 

people in general about all of this. During a meeting with my fellow Presbyterian col-

leagues, I was presented saquote from Walter Brueggeman, which began to connect the 

dots for me. Perhaps it will for you as well. 

 “The Gospel is a very dangerous idea. We have to see how much of that dan-

gerous idea we are willing to perform in our own lives. There is nothing innocuous or 

safe about the Gospel. Jesus did not get crucified because he was a nice man.” 

 

     Wait a minute!  Maybe the Gospel is dangerous! Maybe that’s a foundational part of 

the new apathy about church, faith, church attendance and all of it. Hmm, what’s your 

reaction thus far? 

 

     As I was preparing to write this, I took a couple minutes to scroll through my Face-

book feed. I came across multiple posts, within a church leadership group, with sarcastic 

takes on how sad/interesting/ridiculous it is that people can get up on Sunday morning 

for a super sale at WalMart or sit on freezing metal seats in a sports stadium, but can’t 

make it to worship service. Oh my, I thought! But as I began to think about the danger-

ous idea of the gospel and attendance or nonattendance, I began to wonder if it’s really 

even a choice at all. Shoppers or sports fans don’t really choose to go to the store or the 

game instead of going to church. 

     First of all, the two things are not mutually exclusive. Second, most people who don’t 

attend church are not making a conscious choice against it. Choosing requires aware-

ness. And that awareness exists for fewer and fewer people as the days roll on. More 

and more, people are not regularly attending church, practicing their faith, sharing the 

Gospel, any more than they are deciding not to drink a bowl of ketchup for breakfast. 

They could do so, but why would they?  

     I might get into trouble at this point, but here it goes…people aren’t attending wor-

ship and all the other things as much any more for one basic reason – apathy. They 

haven’t rejected it all together, it’s just that it’s not high on the priority list any more. I 

contend that it  is in large part because the Gospel requires something of everyone and 

thus it is, or has been deemed, a dangerous thing today. Until we begin to understand 

this, I think we will grind our gears in frustration or throw our hands up in despair.  
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NEW EMAIL ADDRESS: 
The church’s email address has changed to 

      Guilting people into participation and even into giving won’t work any longer. Offering them unlimited programs won’t 

work any longer. Providing more razzle dazzle during worship won’t work any more. Perhaps, church attendance, participation, 

the Gospel itself is a less accurate measure of someone’s commitment level that we’ve otherwise convinced ourselves it is. 

None of this has ever really been the bottom line of the issue staring into the face of the church. We tend not to speak of the 

real issue.  The real issue is apathy. It’s the age old “you can lead a horse to water but you can’t make them drink” sort of thing. 

(I imagine at this point, I have made an enemy or two but I hope not!)  

     We should therefore, stop all the stuff that excuses the real issue. What do I suggest then?  Well let’s be incredibly danger-

ous! If the Gospel is a dangerous thing, let’s be the most dangerous church around! If people want to gather and worship Jesus, 

if they want to participate in programs and activities, if they want to experience a church family, nothing will stop them in do-

ing so. The hard lesson is that if people don’t want that, nothing will convince them to do so. If they don’t, nothing will stop 

them either! 

     In the end, at the heart of it all, only LOVE is the antidote. The love of this dangerous Gospel motivates. This love is so deep, 

so special, so captivating that it MOVES us to go share it. That’s how it becomes dangerous to the world. Let the love of Jesus 

Christ become so dangerous and powerful THROUGH YOU that others will see the joy you have and want to be a part of it.  

     As this new year begins, I wonder. I wonder what we will be as a church, as disciples, as a family of servants if each one of us 

becomes more and more dangerous with the Gospel in 2020? I can’t wait to find out! 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

Pastor John 

 

Contribution Envelopes for 2020 

If you haven’t picked up your Contribution Envelopes for 2020, 

look for the display in the narthex, just inside the front doors of 

the church. Please take yours and any others you could deliver to 

family or a neighbor. This will help cut the cost of mailing. If you 

would like to have envelopes now, please contact Linda Blick. 



Disciple Bible Study 

     January 1—NO CLASS—New Year’s Day 

January 8—”Shepherd” 

January 15—”Not Want 

January 22—”Green Pastures” 

January 29—”Still Waters” 

 

The 23rd Psalm is clearly one of the most beloved passages of Scripture.  Many of 

us memorized it at an early age.  We often hear it quoted at all types of religious 

services, so much so, for many Christians, this psalm is woven into their lives of 

faith.  What we may not have realized is the power found in digging deeply into 

the words.  In this psalm the Shepherd becomes very real to us in new and  

powerful ways. 

During January, we will travel through the 23rd Psalm and experience the very fa-

miliar in new ways.  More importantly, we will experience the Shepherd and our 

faith in a new way. 
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The PW United Circle will meet on Wednesday, January 15 at noon in the social 
room. Bring a sandwich to  
share for lunch. Lesson 5 of the Bible study, “Ten Commandments”, will be pre-
sented by Dorothy Come. Hostesses are Mary Jane Smith, Rainey Craig and Judy 
Oblack. All women are welcome to attend. 
 
PW Sewing will meet Wed. Jan. 22, 2020 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the McKee 
room, to prepare items for local and overseas missions. No skill is needed to par-
ticipate in the sewing group, so please join us for the fellowship.  
 
The PW December Gathering, on Dec.4th was a great success. The 20 women 
attending were enlightened by the presentation of Dawn Hennesy from Angel 
Arms, a group from Latrobe helping care for addicted babies. A variety of items 
were donated by the women for Angel Arms to use in their mission. 
 
PW Christmas Poinsettias were delivered to 17 shut-ins and congregation mem-
bers over 90 on Sunday, Dec. 15. Greeting cards were sent to 8 members who live 
out-of-town. 

 
Many thanks to all who so generously donated winter apparel - mittens, gloves, 
scarves, hats for the PW Mitten Trees last month.  
 
PW partnered with the church, the Salvation Army, the WN Women’s Club, and 
the Holy Family Women to supply 115 families with Food Baskets for the holidays 
on Dec. 21. Thanks to all who made monetary donations which were used to pur-
chase a loaf of bread, a pound of margarine and a box of cereal for each basket.  
 
The PW Thank Offering total was $666.00 in November. Blessings to all who do-
nated. 
 
Apple Dumplings – April 23, 2020 – Save the date! 
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Chancel Choir 

Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday nights at 7pm. We 

are always looking for more voices!   

Contact Jim Sykes if you would like to get involved. 

 

Bell Choir 

Bell Choir is off for the month of January.  Rehearsals will  

resume on February 6.  Bell Choir Rehearses on Thursday  

evenings at 6pm.   We are always looking for new members.  

Contact Joyce Pawlik for more information. 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner 

The first Tuesday of the month fellowship dinner 

will meet at TJ’s in New Stanton on January 7. 

 In February we will meet at Tapped in  

Greensburg on February 4. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast is held on the third 

Saturday of the month at Gary’s 

Chuckwagon at 9 a.m.   The next 

breakfast will be January 18.   
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Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following  

worship, on the second Sunday of every month, in our  

social room.   

Many people in our community often struggle to provide 

food for their families.  The second Sunday of each month, 

we will be collecting money or gift cards for families such as 

these in our community.  There will be labeled envelopes in 

the bulletins the weeks that we are collecting.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity.      The next collection will be 

January 12th.   

Home Communion Visitation 

Home Communion Teams take communion to 

those who cannot make it to our church.  If you 

would like to be a part of this mission please 

contact the office.   

Media Help 

We are looking for more help with media. 

If you would like to be a part of the media 

team please contact the office to be added 

to the rotating schedule.  No experience 

necessary... 
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Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the 

narthex, is available.  Do you need someone to 

pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   

2019 Chancel Flowers 

We still have a few weeks available for chancel flowers. 

Please sign—up on the bulletin board across from the  

office.     

All orders must be paid in advance ($35).  If you have not yet 

paid for your flowers please do so as soon as  

possible. 

2020 Sign up sheets are posted on the bulletin board across 

from the office. 

In addition to the many ministries that are available 

here at WNUPC; like Bible study, and PW functions, we 

wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord 

in a time of prayer.  To that end, we offer these free 

daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 

church office or in the racks in the main-entrance nar-

thex of the church. 

Do you need mobility assistance? 

Wheelchairs and walkers are available as well as a chair lift on 

the hall stairs.  There is a ramp entryway on 4th Street 

through the Chapel. 
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January Birthdays 

     Tyler Mounts                6th 

   Rachel Ozegovich               7th  

    Deborah Sann  11th  

    Allen Barozzie  11th  

   Morgan Fisher    11th 

    Suzanne Mesher           14th 

   Deborah King            14th  

    Ed Hustwit      15th  

  Becky Moran           16th 

  Greg King             17th 

    Heather Griffith      18th  

   Judy Overand             22nd 

    Paul Edwards      28th  

    Richard Sahar      29th  

    Peyton Day      30th 

   Kaelin Hoak       30th 

    

 

January Anniversaries 

   Chuck & Kathy Yelich      1st   

   Deb & Greg King                7th 

   Merle & Josephine Johnson   30th 

    

 

 

We would love to announce and cele-

brate your birthday and wedding  

anniversary.  Please let us know when it 

is… 

 



January 12     West Newton Association of Churches Pulpit Exchange 

January 19     Congregational Meeting 

February  26   Ash Wednesday Service at 7 pm. 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

The traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight Service was held in the 

sanctuary on Monday, December 24 at 7:00 p.m. 119 people cel-

ebrated our Savior’s birth with communion and worship.  

Youth Night  

Kids join us for Youth Group on Thursdays from  

6-7:30 p.m. Join us for a great time. 
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Our Session 

Clerk of Session: Kris Edwards 

 Class of 2020                  Class of 2021                         Class of 2022 

Annetta Carney         Clark Detman 

Michele Coleman         Ron Chamberlain 

Anne Hustwit         Colleen Martinelli 

Becky Moran          Harry Hepler 

Please support our session with your prayers and participation. 
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Session Highlights 

Present: Karen Murray, Becky Moran, Harry Hepler, Annetta Carney,  

Michele Coleman, Clark Detman, Anne Hustwit, Marcia Harris 

Absent: Colleen Martinelli, Ron Chamberlain, Greg Franks, Amanda 

McMinn,  

• Serving Communion on Christmas Eve—Anne, Annetta, Becky, Karen 

• Approved 2020 operating budget. 

• Computer—3 quotes, for equipment, set up and transfer of files.   

    Purchase new in January. 

• Ash Wednesday Service—February 26, 7PM. 

• No Joy Offering—Christmas Ever offering like normal offering. 

• Nominating Committee—on the ballot for 2020 session: 

      Deb, King, Karen Murray, Pete Pritchard, Chuck Yelich, Joyce Pawlik,  

      Karen Peto 

       Vote counters—Clark, Anne, Marcia 

 

 

 

Year-end Statements 

Anyone who made a contribution to the WNUPC during 2019 

will receive a year-end contribution statement by the end of Janu-

ary.  If you do not need this statement for income tax purposes or 

any other reason, please contact the office or Linda Blick, Financial 

Secretary, and your statement will not be printed. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat    1 

OFFICE 

CLOSED 

2 

7 Choir 

3 4 

5 

10 Worship w/ 

communion 

 

6 
11 Truth  

Seekers 

7 Dartball @ 

Paintertwon 

7  6 First  

Tuesday Din-

ner @ TJ’s in 

New  

Stanton 

8 

6 Bible Study 

9 

7 Choir 

10 11 

12  

10 Worship 

Pulpit  

Exchange 

13  11 Truth  

Seekers 

7Dartball 

Hempfield @ 

WNUPC 

14 15 

6 Bible Study 

16 

7 Choir 

17 18 

9 Men’s  

Breakfast 

19 

10 Worship 

Congregational  

Meeting 

20  11 Truth  

Seekers 

7 Dartball @ 

Paintertown 

21 22 

6 Bible Study 

23 

7 Choir 

24 25 

26 

10 Worship 

Session Meeting 

27 
11 Truth  

Seekers 

7 Dartball 

Greensburg @ 

WNUPC 

28 29 

6 Bible Study 

30 

7 Choir 

31  

JANUARY 2020 



         Truth Seekers 

WHEN- Every Monday morning at 11 a.m. in  

    the Chapel.  

WHO- Everyone is welcome.  Bring a friend or  

   neighbor. 

WHY– Engage yourself with Scripture to better  

   understand God’s revelation to us and for 

   us. 

FORMAT– The class will function as a Bible   

   Study based upon the previous  

   Sunday’s sermon.  In a very practical  

   way, this class will be an extension of  

   the sermon scripture passages going  

   much deeper in detail with more life  

   application.     

New  

Bible 

New  

Bible 

Study 
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Weekly attendance 

December  Adults   Children  Total   Offering 

      1              81                        17                            98   $3384           

       8                      95                          11                         106                    $3340 

     15                     100                         11                          111                   $2845 

     22    105        8                           113                   $2606 

     24    104                          15                          119                not available 

     29  Not available at time of publication                                                                                   

                           4/6 service total          $12,175 

Bulletin/Prayer List Changes  

Please submit any announcements for the bulletin or changes to 

the prayer list by the end of the day on Wednesdays each week. 

Deadline for updates and notices for the February publication of 

The Higher Ground Herald will be 

Thursday, January 23 . 

Contact the church office by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at 

wnupc1@gmail.com 

Office hours are Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-

261-0232 (cell). 

            Email: wnupc1@gmail.com 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net

