
April 2020  The Higher Ground Herald 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church  

 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 

April Worship Schedule 

Worship will be  

broadcast on the 

Church’s  

Facebook page Sunday 

Mornings at 10 am until 

further notice. 

 

April 5th Palm Sunday 

On-Line Service 

“A Time For New Beginnings” 

Mark 1:9-15 \ 1 Cor. 5:14-19 

 

April 9th Maundy Thursday 

On-Line Service 7pm 

 

April 10th Good Friday 

On-Line Service 12pm 

 

April 12th Easter Sunday (scheduled to 

be on-line unless things change) 

Sunrise Service 7am 

Normal Service 10am 

Taking Things For Granted (Based on Romans 10:5-15) 

We take a lot of things for granted. This pause on normalcy we all are experiencing 

these days has reminded me of that very fact. Sometimes we take our families for grant-

ed. Sometimes children take for granted the support and protection of their parents 

until they are out on their own. Sometimes parents take their children for granted until 

they are out of the house. Some things we just live with day in and day out. And after a 

while we just assume that they will always be there. We take them for granted. We stop 

seeing the beauty in them and miss the joy of them. Isn’t that why people who have a 

near death experience often come out of it with a new appreciation for life? They had 

taken things for granted and when they came close to losing it all then began to see the 

beauty in life again. 

Sometimes we Christians do that with our faith. This is especially true of people who 

were raised in the church. We have grown so accustomed to our faith we fail to appreci-

ate its beauty. We simply take it for granted. In his letter to the Romans Paul reminds 

the Christians in Rome about the basics of the Christian faith. Now, these people were 

already Christians. Some of them had been Jews who grew up in homes of faith practic-

ing the laws of Moses. Others had lived their whole lives worshipping the Greek and 

Roman gods. But they all knew the truth, yet Paul reminded them of it. So, I want to 

remind us of a few things that we may be taking for granted. 

One of the things we take for granted is our access to God. Paul wrote, “But the right-

eousness based on faith says, do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’  

or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (Romans 10:6-7).  Paul was trained as a Pharisee. 

And as a Pharisee he thought that righteousness before God was achieved by keeping all 

the commandments. And that was a full-time job. But Christianity teaches something 

completely different. Instead of us having to achieve righteousness, our faith is that it is 

given to us as a GIFT of grace. We do not have to climb to heaven to reach God. He 

came to us. Do we as Christians take that for granted? We know that we can turn to God 

at any time. We don’t have to go to a far away temple or make a sacrifice or go through 

an elaborate ritual to reach God. We can simply say a prayer. Because God came to us in 

Christ we have access to God. Too many Christians take that for granted, to the point 

that they don’t even bother to pray until they are in trouble. 

We also may take for granted the gift of salvation. Paul wrote, “If you confess with your 

lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you 

will be saved.” (Romans 10:9) Salvation is so simple! God doesn’t require that we pass 

any theology tests or perform any great tasks. All God asks of us is that confess and be-

lieve in Jesus. We Christians risk taking that simplicity for granted. We try to make is 

harder than it is. Sometimes we add rituals and try to make them requirements. Rituals 

like baptism and confirmation are wonderful ways to celebrate and express the new life 

we have in Christ. But they are not requirements. 
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One Great Hour of  Sharing.   

Fish banks will be collected at a later date.  

Just consider the possibilities. God gave his only Son to die for us. God could ask any price to receive the salvation Jesus paid 

for on the cross. But he gave it to us as a gift! Grace is truly amazing but we take it for granted! We also take for granted the 

Joy of our faith. God came to us! And through faith in Christ we can know God. That is a joyful thing. Problem is that most 

Christians all too easily forget that Joy! We Christians have something to shout about! “Every one who calls upon the name of 

the Lord will be saved.” That means you and me. We should be excited about that! 

But what about those who don’t know these things? We take them for granted. But there are some people in this world who 

don’t know about it. They don’t know that God came to them and they think that they have to climb up to God. They think they 

have to raise themselves out of the pits of life. They don’t know that all they have to do is confess and believe in Jesus, so they 

have never done it. And we think “well everybody knows that!” We take that knowledge for granted. How can they know if no 

one has told them? We have been told and believed. How can they believe in Jesus if they are not told about Jesus? 

But that is not all. How can they be told if no one goes to them to tell them? Don’t take for granted that someone else will tell 

them. Every single one of us has that responsibility. Don’t take the Joy of salvation for granted. Share it with a world that has 

never heard of these things that you know by faith! It might be, at least a part of, what this pause in life is directing us to. 

Churches around the country who have recently, out of necessity, begun to livestream their worship services, have experi-

enced a tremendous response to God’s Word being proclaimed. I do believe that we take for granted the “normal” worship 

service and how comforting it is to us who are always there, but how intimidating it is to someone searching for “that some-

thing” in their life. 

All this said, I wonder these days what the “post virus” church will look like. I wonder if we are to learn any lessons from the 

forced changes upon what we do as a church. I wonder if I’ve taken anything within the realm of faith and worship for granted. 

Mostly, I wonder and hope that I haven’t take any of you and your love and support for granted. If you feel like I have, I ask for 

your forgiveness.  Let’s make this time apart from our typical gatherings a time of commitment to making the church better 

than ever before when we get together again, never taking for granted what a mighty privilege it truly is! 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor John 

We want your photos! 
If you take any photos throughout the year at church  

activities please share them with us.  They can be emailed to the 

office at any time.  Thank You! 

 

 

 



Disciples Bible Study 

During the month of April, we will be addressing the topic: “This We Believe.”  We 

will look at eight truths that are fundamental to being Presbyterian by faith. 

 

Until further notice Disciples Bible will be held online via Zoom on 

Wednesdays at 6pm.   

 

 

April 1st : God gives new life 

April 8th : God is revealed in the Bible 

April 15th : We are the church together 

April 22nd : We serve God with heart and mind 
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The West Newton PW Spring Gathering scheduled for Wed. April 15 has been cancelled.  
The regular United Circle meeting will meet again on Wed., May 20.  
At the February Circle Meeting, members voted to send $350 from our petty cash fund to supply women in 
rural India with a latrine.  
 
PW Apple Dumplings -April 30: Sadly, we have cancelled this event. See you in October. 
 
PW Sewing will not meet until September. If you would like to sew at home, please see Jo Lynn Lowanse  
for supplies. 

  
PW Birthday Offering – May 3. Watch for announcements in April. 
 
Redstone PW Spring Retreat at Pine Springs Camp will be held on Tuesday, May 26.  Rev. Norma Murphy, 
Retreat Leader, will present “A Virtual Tour of the 5th Gospel”, relating her many trips to the Holy Land. 
Cost is $16 for retreat, breakfast and lunch. Register by May 15. See Linda Blick. 
 
2020 High School Graduates – The following High School Graduates from our congregation will be honored 
by PW on May 31st: Steven Manon, Cody Ulander, and Alexis Yuhas.  If you know of any other names, please 
give them to Winnie Davis. 
 
World Day of Prayer on Friday, March 6 was attended by 25 people from the community at the Church of 
God. Helen Gara and JoLynn Lowanse represented our church in the program, reading material written by 
the women of Zimbabwe with the theme “Rise!  Take Your Mat and Walk”. 
 
WNPW Coordinating Team met on Tues., March 3. Giving was approved for the following items: 

City Mission of Uniontown - $100 
The Union Mission of Latrobe - $100 
WNUPC and Mt. Zion Food Pantries - $400. $200 for Toilet Paper to each pantry. 
TV for the WNUPC Social Room - $250 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
As Financial Secretary I urge you to continue with your weekly or monthly giving to our church. We must pay 
the monthly utility bills and continue support of all our personnel. I know many are stretched thin at this 
time, but please give what you can. Thank you. 
Blessings, 
Linda Blick 
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Chancel Choir 

Chancel Choir is canceled until further notice.  Once they are 

able to return, they will 

rehearse on Thursday nights at 7pm. We are always looking 

for more voices!   

 

Bell Choir 

Bell choir is on leave for the remainder of the spring and  

summer.  They will return in the fall.  Please contact  

Joyce Pawlik for more information or to become involved.. 

 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner is canceled 

for the month of April.  May is tentatively 

scheduled for the Riverhouse in Charleroi on 

May 5 at 6pm.   

Men’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast is held on the third 

Saturday of the month at Gary’s 

Chuckwagon at 9 a.m.   The next 

breakfast is tentatively scheduled 

for April 18.   

 

First Tuesday Fellowship 
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Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following  

worship, on the second Sunday of every month, in our  

social room.  Coffee Hour for April is canceled. 

Many people in our community often struggle to provide 

food for their families.  The second Sunday of each month, we 

will be collecting money in support of the Westmoreland 

County Food Pantry now located at our church the second 

Friday of each month.  There will be labeled envelopes in the 

bulletins the weeks that we are collecting.  Thank you in      

advance for your generosity.      The next collection will be 

May 10.  

Our Session 

Clerk of Session: Kris Edwards 

 Class of 2020                  Class of 2021                         Class of 2022 

Annetta Carney     Clark Detman   Deb King 

Michele Coleman  Ron Chamberlain                       Joyce Pawlik 

Anne Hustwit    Colleen Martinelli                     Pete Pritchard 

Becky Moran    Harry Hepler                              Karen Murray 

Please support our session with your prayers and participation. 

The Westmoreland County Food Pantry will be located at our church going  

forward.  This typically will take place the second Friday of every month.   

However, due to Good Friday, the April food delivery will take place on April 3 

from 11:30am-1:00pm. If you would like to help with this important mission in 

the future please contact the church office (724-872-7414)or Linda Shoaf (724-

872-7857).   
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April Birthdays 

Anne Hustwit       1st 

Harry Upperman        2nd  

Tyler Burkett                    4th 

Thomas Cole                      5th 

Kathy Chojnaki        6th 

Jeanne Pocivanik        6th 

Karel Bertan                     7th 

Josephine Johnson          8th 

Christine Chamberlain    10th 

Kerri Bojarski          14th  

Ryan Ulander           14th 

Blake Ulander           14th 

Dorothy Upperman            17th 

Martin Harris                      18th 

Kamryn Puskar                  19th 

Dee Dave             22nd 

Thomas Burkett                  22nd 

Arthur Hoak                23rd 

Rodney Chew          24th 

Rachel O’Bryan         24th 

Mary Parker          27th 

Chuck Yelich          27th 

Adam Cole           30th 

Joyce Pawlikl           30th 

April Anniversaries 

       Dave & Karen Murray 3rd 

George & Nancy Molovich 3rd 

Edward & Louise Landini 22nd 

Bob & Doris Flock              26th 

 

 

We would love to announce and  

celebrate your birthday and wedding  

anniversary.  Please let us know when it 

is… 
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 April 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 

6 Bible Study 

via ZOOM 

2 3 4 

5 

10 Worship 

via Facebook 

6 7 8 

6 Bible Study 

via ZOOM 

9 

Maundy 

Thursday 

10 

Good Friday 

11 

12 

EASTER 

10 Worship 

(TENTATIVELY 

AT CHURCH) 

13 14 15  12 PW 

United Circle 

(TENTATIVE) 

6 Bible Study 

(TENTATIVELY 

16 

7 Choir 

(TENTATIVE) 

17 18 

9 Men’s 

Breakfast 

(TENTATIVE) 

19 

10 Worship 

(TENTATIVELY 

AT CHURCH) 

SESSION 

20 21 22 

6 Bible Study 

(TENTATIVELY 

AT CHURCH) 

23 

7 Choir 

(TENTATIVE) 

24 25 

26 

10 Worship 

(TENTATIVELY 

AT CHURCH) 

27 28 29 

6 Bible Study 

(TENTATIVELY 

AT CHURCH) 

30  Apple  

Dumplings 

(TENTATIVE) 

7 Choir 

(TENTATIVE) 
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Bulletin/Prayer List Changes  

Please submit any announcements for the bulletin or changes to 

the prayer list by the end of the day on Wednesdays each week. 

Deadline for updates and notices for the May publication of 

The Higher Ground Herald will be 

Monday, April 26 . 

Contact the church office by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at 

wnupc1@gmail.com 

Office hours are Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-261-0232 (cell). 

            Email: wnupc1@gmail.com 

Website WNUPC.com 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net

