
September 2019  The Higher Ground Herald 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church  

 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 

Worship Schedule 

September 1st 10 a.m. 

Communion(Intinction) 

Continue Sermon Series:   

“The End” - Apostasy 

Jeremiah 17: 5-7, Matthew 24: 45-51 

“Abandoned” 

September 8th 10 a.m. 

  Continue Sermon Series:  “The End” -  

Increasing Wickedness 

Matthew 24: 12-14 

“Hardened” 

September 15 10:30 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. Community Worship Service 

@ VINE STREET PARK  

(part of WN Festival)  

September 22nd 10 a.m. 

Worship Service and Picnic  

@ CEDAR CREEK PARK PAVILION 3 

September 22 10 a.m. 

Continue Sermon Series: “The End” -  

World Wide Evangelism 

Matthew 24: 14 

“On a Positive Note” 

September 29 10 a.m. 

End Current Sermon Series:  

“The End” - What do we do? 

Matthew 24: 6,44 

“God made man because he loves stories.” –Elie Wiesel 

     It is September.  Can you believe it! And we are still in 

summer. Truth be told, it’s the part of summer that I’ve 

never liked. It’s an awkward kind of time. Vacation time has 

been spent and school has gotten underway.  Early Septem-

ber is like that.  It is still summer but is between time. I 

guess this only makes sense for those with school children. 

It’s this “in between” time so often that makes our story or 

at least the current chapter in our stories (our lives). 

      

Before we jump into ‘get-going’ mode, in such between 

time, I’d like to spend some time to reflect what I have ex-

perienced this summer. I find myself in reflection mode 

more and more these days.  Have I learned something new 

about me and the world, and God’s grace this summer?  

Are they totally new discoveries or something that keeps 

coming back?  If I could have another chance, how differ-

ently I would like to do.  Or if someone asks me how and 

where I have experienced the presence of God, what would 

I say. I other words, what’s your story? 

    

 “We are the stories we tell.”  Psychologist Dan McAdams 

once wrote. We are drawn to stories for many reasons.  Sto-

ries make us laugh and cry.  We learn about different peo-

ple, new ideas, new discoveries, new places in stories.  We 

are entertained by stories.  We learn how to act and live 

through stories as well. I often wonder what story would it 

be mine to tell and how do each of you fit into our 

 individual and our collective stories. 



      

We all have a story.  A story that tells about how we have become who we are, why we be-

lieve what we believe, how we have been doing a certain thing in a certain way, why we live 

where we live.  There might have been heartbreak, sadness, or spirit uplifting and becoming 

wise.  In fact, everyone’s story deserves to be listened to and taken seriously because they are 

all unique.  As we come to know a person’s story, we often find ourselves in their stories that 

connect us to one another, and we come to understand the truth in life that heals us, enlight-

ens us, moves us, and gives us hope. In “churchy” talk we call this fellowship. 

 

What is your story to tell?  What’s your point of connection to other people’s stories? If you 

are willing, there are numerus ways to share our lives (our stories) among our church family. 

Be sure to take notice of the monthly calendar in this newsletter for opportunities to grow in 

fellowship, fun, and faith. The stories that connect us to God’s story, the stories that connect 

us to one another. It really is at the very heart of what this is all about – RELATIONSHIP with 

Jesus Christ and those in our family of faith. A thousand blessings to each of you! Now get go-

ing and tell your story! 

 

Grace and Peace 

Pastor John 
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Do you like to crochet or would you 

like to learn how? 

Karen Peto is starting a program to crochet 

preemie hats for hospitals this fall.  If you 

are interested please contact Karen (724-

872-6093) so she can get an idea of what 

days and times would work best for every-

one.   



Disciple Bible Study 

      The Disciples Bible Study group will begin meeting again on Wednesday, 

September 4th.  This group will meet each Wednesday at 6 PM in the Social 

room. 

The schedule for September is as follows:  

September 4 -Cultural War of Faith -Are we really at war? 

September 11—Cultural War of Faith—Who is the enemy? 

September 18—Cultural War of Faith—The weapon 

September 25—Cultural War of Faith—Persecution 

 

This Bible Study group is a great way to interact with your fellow church 

family.  We explore current topics in our society through the revelation of 

God’s word.  Everyone is welcome! 
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Men’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast is held on the third Saturday of the 

month at Gary’s Chuckwagon at 9 a.m.   The next 

breakfast will be September 21. 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner 

The first Tuesday of each month we will choose a differ-

ent restaurant to meet at for dinner and fellowship  

beginning September 3. We will meet at Hoss’s in Belle 

Vernon at 6p.m.  October 1 we will meet at El Patron 

in Greensburg. 

First Fruits Sunday 

Our congregation will celebrate the missional and 

connectional ministry that is the Presbytery of 

Redstone on Sunday,  

September 29, 2019. Please plan to attend the 

service that Sunday to participate in the giving of 

our “First Fruits”.  
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The PW United Circle will resume on Wed. Sept. 18 at noon, when we will begin the new Horizons Bible 
Study – “Love Carved in Stone, The Ten Commandments” led by Dot Come.  All women are welcome to 
attend the Circle on the third Wed. of each month. Bring a sandwich to share for lunch and enjoy the fellow-
ship as we celebrate the birthdays of each month. Hostesses are Caroleee Ackinclose, Susan Nesti, and Linda 
Blick. 
 

Hygiene Kits totaled 14 that were donated by the congregation.  These items will be sent to Church World 
Service in New Windsor, MD in September. Thank you for your wonderful support. 
 

PW Sewing will meet on Wed. Sept. 25 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the McKee room, to prepare items for lo-
cal missions.  A variety of sewing projects are ready to be completed.  No skill is needed to participate in the 
sewing group, so please join us.  10 pillowcases were made, decorated and sent to the children in Puerto Ri-
co. 
 
The PW Coordinating Team (CT) voted in August to send $50 to each of the 5 Yough School nurses so they 
can replenish the personal hygiene items students often need. 
 

Apple Dumpling Day is Thurs.Oct.3, starting at 7:00 a.m. You can support PW’s mission programs by  
helping to prepare the dumplings or purchasing some at $5.00 each – or both!!!  Ask your neighbors and 
friends if they would like to order some delicious apple dumplings. 
(Watch your bulletin for the tear-off to place your order or contact Linda Blick.  
 

All women are invited to attend the Redstone PW Gathering at the Bethel Presbyterian Church in New Flor-
ence on Saturday, October 19 from 9:00 – 2:30. Programming and lunch are $10. Reservations are due Fri-
day, Oct. 11. The Mission Focus is Pine Springs Camp.  Donations can be given to Linda Blick, Acting Treasur-
er.  Please see the flyer in this newsletter for details on programming.  Contact Linda Blick if you are interest-
ed in attending. A car pool may be available from our church if enough women are interested.   
 
Did you know there are 2 Bird Houses outside the 3rd Street door? Anyone can place any item in there for 
others to take, or if you are in need, take what is necessary.  To keep the Bird Houses supplied, the congre-
gation is encouraged to bring in personal care items, deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, etc.    
Boxes will be at all entrances for your donations. 

Mark your calendars for Apple 

Dumplings.  October 3.   

$5 each. 
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Chancel Choir 

Chancel choir practice resumed rehearsals on Thursday  

evenings at 7 p.m.  We are always looking for more voices!   

Contact Jim Sykes if you would like to get involved. 

 

Bell Choir 

Bell Choir will resume rehearsals on Thursday, October 3 at  

6 p.m.  We are always looking for new members.  Contact 

Joyce Pawlik for more information. 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner 

We will be meeting at Hoss’s in Belle Vernon for 

our First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner on Tuesday 

September 3, at 6 p.m.  Join us for a nice dinner 

and fellowship. 

Special Offering for the Social Room Renovations 

We will be collecting a special offering for the 

downstairs renovation projects on Sunday, 

October 6.  There will be special envelopes in 

the bulletin for this offering. 
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Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following  

worship, on the second Sunday of every month, in our  

social room.  See Karen Murray or Anne Hustwit if you 

would like to help. 

Many people in our community often struggle to provide 

food for their families.  The second Sunday of each month, 

we will be collecting money or gift cards for families such as 

these in our community.  There will be labeled envelopes in 

the bulletins the weeks that we are collecting.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity.      The next collection will be 

September 8th. 

Home Communion Visitation 

Home Communion Teams take communion to 

those who cannot make it to our church.  If you 

would like to be a part of this mission please 

contact the office.   

Media Help 

We are looking for more help with media. 

If you would like to be a part of the media 

team please contact the office to be added 

to the rotating schedule.  No experience 

necessary... 
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Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the 

narthex, is available.  Do you need someone to 

pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   

2019 Chancel Flowers 

We still have several weeks available for chancel flowers. 

 

Please sign—up on the bulletin board across from the  

office.     

All orders must be paid in advance ($35).  If you have not yet 

paid for your flowers please do so as soon as  

possible. 

In addition to the many ministries that are available 

here at WNUPC; like Bible study, and PW functions, we 

wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord 

in a time of prayer.  To that end, we offer these free 

daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 

church office or in the racks in the main-entrance nar-

thex of the church. 

Do you need mobility assistance? 

Wheelchairs and walkers are available as well as a chair lift on 

the hall stairs.  There is a ramp entryway on 4th Street 

through the Chapel. 
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September Birthdays 

Andrew Mesiarik                   2nd 

Bob Bojarski              9th 

Amanda McMinn  11th 

Helen Gara   12th 

Dawn Martini   12th 

Michael Martini  15th  

Landon Franks  16th 

Faylynna Lewis  17th 

Diane Koget           19h 

Amy Kuiphoff  19th 

 Wayne Overand  20th  

Mary Greenawalt        21st 

Amanda Berg           22nd 

Janis O’Bryan   25th  

Jim Sykes            27th  

Jonathan Vargo  27th 

Sally Chew   27th 

Jennifer Hoak   27th 

Leah Burkett   28th 

Ron Chamberlain  28th 

Tiana Martinelli  29th 

 

 

September Anniversaries 

  Amanda & Adam McMinn 1st 

  Harry & Dorothy Upperman 2nd 

  Susan & Ray Vargo  7th 

   Ryan & Amy Ulander  23rd 

 

 

 

We would love to announce and cele-

brate your birthday and wedding anni-

versary.  Please let us know when it is… 

 



September 3  First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner at Hoss’s Belle Vernon 

September 4 Disciples Bible Study resumes. 

September 9 11 a.m. New Bible Study “Truth Seekers” begins in the chapel. 

September 15 10:30 a.m. Community Worship Service at Vine Street Park. 

September 22  10:00 a.m. Church Picnic at Cedar Creek Park Pavilion 3. 

September 29  First Fruits Offering 

October 6 World Communion Sunday. 

October 27 Reformation Sunday. 

November 24 Christ the King Sunday. 

November 28-29 Office Closed for Thanksgiving. 

December 24 7 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship. 

Youth Night  

Youth Night will be resuming on Thursday, October 3 from  

6-7:30 p.m. Join us for a great time. 
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Our Session 

Clerk of Session: Kris Edwards 

Class of 2019      Class of 2020       Class of 2021 

Greg Franks                   Annetta Carney                        Clark Detman 

Marcia Harris                 Michele Coleman                      Ron Chamberlain 

Amanda McMinn        Anne Hustwit            Colleen Martinelli 

Karen Murray                  Becky Moran                Harry Hepler 

Please support our session with your prayers and participation. 
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Session Highlights 

• Approved final payment to Shawn Kiser for Social Room renovations in the amount of 

$19,275. 

• Approved payment to Jay Perret for painting and wallpapering in Social Room in the 

amount of $560. 

• Approved starting a crochet class led by Karen Peto.  Various charity items will be made 

(preemie baby hats, scarves, mittens for homeless).  Information will be made available to 

other WN churches for participants. 

• Approved request for us of Social room on Thursday Nov. 22nd by Ben Markle and 

family.   

• Request from Session for $50 donation. 

• Approved special offering to be collected on Sunday, Aug 18th.  This will be given to a 

church member in desperate need of help. 

• Approved September 1st communion to be done by intinction. 

• Approved next session meeting to be held on September 8th. 

• Approved 3 people for membership: Lindsay Pence, Jay & Jeanne Pocivanik. 

• Pastor John will provide examples of building us guidelines.  Session will update/modify 

rules for use of social room to be adopted upon completion of renovation. 

• Approved using pulpit and liturgist microphones with the old sound system.  All music 

will be with the other sound system.  Clark Detman and Pastor John will make the transi-

tion happen. 

• Approved moving the sound system from the old nursey downstairs to the kitchen.   

Clark Detman will do this. 

• Discussion about members not knowing what is happening in the life of the church.  In-

formation will continue to be put in bulletin, newsletter, email, bulletin boards and on Fa-

cebook. 

• Approved phase 2 of the renovation.  This will include the old nursery and 3rd Street 

entrance.  Specific details will be made available soon.  Accepted bid from Shawn Kiser, 

who is doing the social room renovations.  Jay Perret will do the painting for this sec-

ond phase.  It was noted that session was very pleased with their work thus far. 
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September 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10 am  

Worship w 

Communion 

2 

Office Closed 

for Labor Day 

3 

Fellowship 

Dinner @ 6pm 

Hoss’s BV 

4 

6 pm Disciples 

Bible Study 

5 

7pm Choir 

6 7 

8   10 am  

Worship  

Session mtg. 

Hunger  

9 10 11 

6 pm Disciples 

Bible Study 

12 

7pm Choir 

13 14 

15 

10 :30 am  

Community 

Worship @Vine 

St Park 

16 17 18 

12 PW United 

Circle 

6 pm Disciples 

Bible Study 

19 

7pm Choir 

20 21 

9 am Men’s 

Breakfast 

22 

10 am  

Worship  & 

Picnic @ Cedar 

Creek Pav. 3 

23 24 25 

9am PW  

Sewing 

6 pm Disciples 

Bible Study 

26 

7pm Choir 

27 28 

29 

10 am  

Worship  

First Fruits 

Offering 

30      



         Truth Seekers 

WHEN- Every Monday morning at 11 a.m. in  

    the Chapel beginning Sept 9. 

WHO- Everyone is welcome.  Bring a friend or  

   neighbor. 

WHY– Engage yourself with Scripture to better  

   understand God’s revelation to us and for 

   us. 

FORMAT– The class will function as a Bible   

   Study based upon the previous  

   Sunday’s sermon.  In a very practical  

   way, this class will be an extension of  

   the sermon scripture passages going  

   much deeper in detail with more life  

   application.     

New  

Bible 

New  

Bible 

Study 
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     Redstone  

         Presbyterian Women  

       Fall Gathering 

Saturday, October 19, 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Bethel Presbyterian Church, New Florence 

Directions on the back of this flyer 

 

2019-2020 Horizons Bible Study –" Love Carved in Stone” 

              by Rev. Eugenia Anne Gamble 
with the Rev. Donna Havrisko, Pastor of Westminster Church, Greensburg 

 

Hear about the work of Christian Associates of  

Southwest Pennsylvania 
With Rev. Liddy Barlow, Executive Minister 

The Rev. Liddy Barlow works to bring Christians of all traditions together to make visible our true unity as the Body of 

Christ.  In the aftermath of the anti-Semitic massacre at Tree of Life Synagogue on October 27, 2018, Rev. Barlow of-

fered a clear voice of compassion and hope, representing the Christian community at numerous interfaith and civic 

events. With partners of many faith traditions, notably the Center for Loving Kindness and Civic Engagement at the  

Jewish Community Center, she convened interfaith spiritual leaders from 9 world religions and 24 Christian  

denominations for the "We Have to Talk" initiative, which continues to promote collegiality and healing. 

 
Highlights of the 2019 Youth Triennium    

  The Mission Project will be monetary donations for Pine Springs to help with unexpected 
costs from this summer’s camps. Please make checks payable to “Pine Springs”. 

SERRV items will be available for sale. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pre-paid Reservations are important so that the women of Bethel Church can prepare for our event. 
 Please use the tear-off form below. 

Make check payable to:  PW of Redstone Presbytery; must be mailed by Friday, October 11 

Mail check and reservation slip to: Susan Blank, PW Treasurer 

4068 Bushy Run Road, Jeannette, PA 15644                                                                                     
724-523-6460 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------- 

 2019 Redstone PW Fall Gathering 

Bethel Presbyterian Church, New Florence, PA 
Church Name_________________________________________________________________  

    Number of persons attending: ___________@ $10.00 each = _____________amount enclosed 

 Contact Person: _________________________________Phone No.______________________ 

 List of Attendees: _______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Dietary Restrictions (such as gluten-free)  __________________ 

 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=presbyterian+youth+triennium+2019+clip+art&id=7BD69A4BCDABDE3B9B9BC6CC338B3B9B74A3D667&FORM=IQFRBA
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Weekly attendance 

August  Adults   Children  Total   Offering 

4   96   7   103   $3297  

11   76   3   79   $3023 

18   75   3   78   $2002 

25   82   8   90   $3539 

                           4 week total  $11,861 

Bulletin/Prayer List Changes  

Please submit any announcements for the bulletin or changes to 

the prayer list by the end of the day on Wednesdays each week. 

Deadline for updates and notices for the October publication of 

The Higher Ground Herald will be 

Wednesday September 25th . 

Contact the church office by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at 

wnupc@verizon.net 

Office hours are Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-

261-0232 (cell). 

                      Email WNUPC@verizon.net 

Website WNUPC.com 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net
mailto:WNUPC@verizon.net

