
March 2020  The Higher Ground Herald 

West Newton United Presbyterian Church  

 300 S. Third and E. Main Streets in West Newton, PA 

From the Pastor’s Desk... 

March Worship Schedule 

Sermon Series:  

“The Wilderness” 

 

March  1st 

“A Time for Learning” 

Mark 1: 12-15 

 Communion  

 

March 8th 

“A Time for Challenge” 

2corinthians 4: 8-11 

 

  March 15th 

“A Time for Dependence” 

Hebrews 4: 14-16 

 

March 22nd 

“A Time for Doubt” 

Mark 9: 24 

 

March 29th 

“A Time for Comfort” 

2 Corinthians 12: 70-10 

 

 

“Tradition gives us a place to stand, it doesn’t anchor us to it. Tradition serves as a 

starting point. Tradition is constantly evolving as the generations roll on, adding their 

flavor & understanding to it.” That’s a very interesting statement given that we find our-

selves this March in the season of Lent. When you think of Lent, with an almost perfect 

certainty, you think of tradition. 

How should we approach the season of Lent with all the amazing, mysterious traditions 

and experiences is a question I ask myself every year. How do God’s people make Lent 

relevant in their lives year after year? It gets harder and harder to connect the liturgical 

seasons of the church to a world that seems to be running as fast as possible away from 

tradition and its practices, away from shared worship experiences that express our faith, 

away from the pathway of knowledge that passes onto our children the knowing of be-

ing in relationship with the ever present, ever blessing, ever forgiving, ever Eternal God.  

How do we as God’s people approach Lent, define Lent, practice Lent, and live Lent? 

How do we as a people of God take these ashes and make them part of our story right 

now? Our story…, this is how God’s people approach the season of Lent, we tell our sto-

ry. This year we are will be sharing the story on many different levels. Through children’s 

eyes, through music, through media, through Bible study, through prayerfully crafted 

repentance. We will return to God with the wonder and awe of a child who first hears 

the story of God’s great love in Jesus. Might we dare allow ourselves to renew and 

strengthen our faith as our sins are forgiven? How can we live life empowered again to 

serve with acts of justice, deeds of kindness and acts of love? What would it look like if 

we experienced the newness of being forgiven for the first time?  

So let’s begin in the beginning… “Once upon a time,” God created a people— and he so 

loved the people, but over time the people forgot God who created them and loved 

them. The people turned away from him and consumed power and earthly treasures. 

The people forgot from where they had come. God’s love was so powerful, that he cre-

ated a way for the people to return to him. His name is Jesus. God’s own Son who came 

to be with God’s people. And come Jesus did, into the world, and into our hearts. To 

walk and talk with the people — to teach and show the way to live. Jesus gave his life 

for God’s people, so all might be saved and receive eternity. This is not “The End” of our 

story! Each Lent is an opportunity for a new beginning in our life.  

You are invited to all the amazing and mysterious traditions and experiences that Lent 

has to offer. You are invited to turn back to God, to “rend your hearts” to God, who cre-

ated you, who loves you beyond your imagination. You are invited to proclaim that Je-

sus is the way to life and to give your heart to him. That might sound like tradition, it 

might look like tradition, it may in fact be quite traditional. Yet, traditions are made 

new, just as we are being made new day by day. May your Lenten season be productive, 

reforming and renewing. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor John 
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One Great Hour of  Sharing.   

Fish banks will be distributed on March 1.  If  you would like 

one please contact the office. 

Please return your Fish banks on Palm Sunday 

      The Westmoreland County Food Pantry will be located at our church the sec-

ond Friday of every month.  Food delivery will take place that morning at 8 am 

with pick up from 10am—noon.  If you would like to help with this important 

mission please contact the church office (724-872-7414)or Linda Shoaf (724-

872-7857).   

We want your photos! 

If you take any photos throughout the year at church  

activities please share them with us.  They can be emailed 

to the office at any time.  Thank You! 

 

 

 



Disciple Bible Study 

During the months of March and April, we will be addressing the topic: 

“This We Believe.”  We will look at eight truths that are fundamental to  

being Presbyterian by faith. 

 

     March 4th :  God is in charge 

March 11th : God calls us to be holy people 

March 18th : Jesus Christ reveals God’s love 

March 25th : God’s love is not for sale 

 

April 1st : God gives new life 

April 8th : God is revealed in the Bible 

April 15th : We are the church together 

April 22nd : We serve God with heard and mind 
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Contribution Envelopes 
 
World Day of Prayer: Friday, March 6, at 11:00.  Venue Change: This community-
wide event will be hosted this year by the women of The Church of God. The material 
was written by the women of Zimbabwe with the theme “Rise!  Take Your Mat and 
Walk”.  A light lunch will be served after the program. 
 
 
The PW United Circle will meet on Wednesday, March 18 at noon in the social room. 
Bring a sandwich to share for lunch. Lesson 7 & 8 of the “The Ten Commandments” 
Bible study will be presented by Dorothy Come. Hostesses are Mary Jane Smith, 
Jackie Kuehner, Dot Upperman and Judy Oblack. All women are welcome to attend.  
 
PW Sewing will meet on Wed. March 25 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, in the McKee room, 
to prepare items for local and overseas missions. No skill is needed to participate in 
the sewing group, so please join us for the fellowship.  
 
PW Spring Gathering – Wed. April 15 at noon. Lunch will be served with a program 
following. More details 
about the program speaker will be in April’s newsletter.  
 
Apple Dumplings – Save the date. Thursday, April 30.  An incorrect date was listed 
in February’s newsletter.  

 
Contribution Envelopes are available to all attendees of our worship service. Please 
see Linda Blick if you would like to have them. 
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Chancel Choir 

Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursday nights at 7pm. We 

are always looking for more voices!   

Contact Jim Sykes if you would like to get involved. 

 

Bell Choir 

Bell Choir Rehearses on Thursday  

evenings at 6pm.   We are always looking for new members.  

Contact Joyce Pawlik for more information. 

 

First Tuesday Fellowship Dinner 

The first Tuesday of the month fellowship dinner 

will meet at Hibachi in Belle Vernon on March 3. 

 In April we will meet at Gianelli’s in Greensburg, 

(408 Thomas School Rd) on April 7. 

Men’s Breakfast 

Men’s Breakfast is held on the third 

Saturday of the month at Gary’s 

Chuckwagon at 9 a.m.   The next 

breakfast will be March 21.   
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Coffee Fellowship Hour usually takes place following  

worship, on the second Sunday of every month, in our  

social room.  Join us on March 8. 

Many people in our community often struggle to provide 

food for their families.  The second Sunday of each month, 

we will be collecting money in support of the Westmoreland 

County Food Pantry now located at our church the second 

Friday of each month.  There will be labeled envelopes in 

the bulletins the weeks that we are collecting.  Thank you in 

advance for your generosity.      The next collection will be 

March 8.  

Home Communion Visitation 

Home Communion Teams take communion to 

those who cannot make it to our church.  If you 

would like to be a part of this mission please 

contact the office.   

Media Help 

We are looking for more help with media. 

If you would like to be a part of the media 

team please contact the office to be added 

to the rotating schedule.  No experience 

necessary... 
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Need a quiet moment to get away and pray? 

The prayer room, under the bell tower, off the 

narthex, is available.  Do you need someone to 

pray with?   

Contact Pastor John or an Elder of the church.   

2020 Chancel Flowers 

If you would like to order chancel flowers please sign—up on 

the bulletin board across from the  

office.    There are still many weeks available for the year. 

 

All orders must be paid in advance ($35).  If you have not yet 

paid for your flowers please do so as soon as  

possible. 

 

In addition to the many ministries that are available 

here at WNUPC; like Bible study, and PW functions, we 

wish for you to continue your daily walk with the Lord 

in a time of prayer.  To that end, we offer these free 

daily devotionals.  Look for them on the table near the 

church office or in the racks in the main-entrance nar-

thex of the church. 

Do you need mobility assistance? 

Wheelchairs and walkers are available as well as a chair lift on 

the hall stairs.  There is a ramp entryway on 4th Street 

through the Chapel. 
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March Birthdays 

   Donald O’bryan                  1st  

   Bardan Bornak                     1st  

    Aleya McMinn          3rd 

    Dennis Koget                 8th  

   Patty Chapman           9th 

    Dave Davis                           9th 

   Victoria Day                    10th  

    Rick Craft                     13th  

  Brook Moran                   14th 

  Joyce Martini           15th   

  Tracy Brown            16th  

  Jacob Lowanse              16th  

  Rob Bojarski                      19th 

 Cheryl Barozzie              20th 

  Jillian Puskar                               21st  

 Betty Salvatore                             21st  

Chloe Fisher                                 27th   

Nathan Haley                              27th 

Ashlyn Hoak                              27th  

Joey Hustwit                               29th 

Karen Peto                                 29th  

    

 

MarchAnniversaries 

 Elly & Bob Bojarski                  4th 

Jen & Art Hoak                         8th 

Mike & Becky Moran                 27th 

       

 

 

We would love to announce and cele-

brate your birthday and wedding  

anniversary.  Please let us know when it 

is… 

 



March 3 First Tuesday fellowship Dinner at Hibachi in Belle Vernon at 6pm. 

March 6  World Day of Prayer Service at First Church of God at 11 am. 

March 13 Westmoreland County Food Pantry 10am-Noon. 

March 29 Easter Egg Hunt Following Worship 

April 3 Westmoreland County Food Pantry 10am– Noon. 

April 9 Maundy Thursday Dinner at 6:30.  Worship immediately following. 

April 10 Community Good Friday Service Noon—3 pm at First Church of God. 

April 12 Easter Sunrise Service at 7 am at West Newton Cemetery Chapel. 

April 12 Easter Breakfast in the Social Room 8-9:30 am 

April 12 Easter Sunday Worship with Communion at 10 am. 

Youth Night  

Kids join us for Youth Group on Thursdays from  

6-7:30 p.m. Join us for a great time. 
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Our Session 

Clerk of Session: Kris Edwards 

 Class of 2020                  Class of 2021                         Class of 2022 

Annetta Carney         Clark Detman           Deb King 

Michele Coleman         Ron Chamberlain                         Joyce Pawlik 

Anne Hustwit         Colleen Martinelli                          Pete Pritchard 

Becky Moran          Harry Hepler                              Karen Murray 

Please support our session with your prayers and participation. 
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Session Highlights 

 

Present—Karen Murray, Becky Moran, Ron Chamberlain, Anne Hustwit, Colleen 

Martinelli, Pete Pritchard, Harry Hepler, Clark Detman, Deb King, Annetta Carney 

Absent—Michelle Coleman, Joyce Pawlik 

 

• Worship & Sacraments—approved purchase of any needed velvet bags to store 

communion plates, etc. 

• Approved use of sanctuary for Community Singers Concert on May 8th. 

• Approved Easter Breakfast on April 12th from 8-9:30 am.   

Dave Murray has agreed to cook. 

• Budget Committee– Reviewing info from Thrivent and will provide a  

recommendation for investment of church funds at March meeting. 

• Building & Grounds– shelving in storage room has been installed.   

• Hallway under the sanctuary is the next renovation project to be done. 

• Pete Pritchard made an announcement on Sunday, February 23, in regard to  

raising funds for 2 TV’s (social room and chapel).  Amount needed is $1000. 

• Received an email from Texie Waddell of Westmoreland Food bank, thanking 

those people who made the first food pantry (February 14) a great success. 

• Approved the purchase of offering envelope books from One Write Corp. 

• Approved maundy Thursday worship to be held on April 9th in the chapel.  The 

service will immediately follow dinner. 

• Approved church fellowship event to the Washington Wild Things and a tailgate 

party prior to the game.  Scheduled for July 18th.  We will sing the National  

Anthem. 
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 March 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

10 Worship 

w/  

Communion 

2 

11 Truth 

Seekers 

7 Dartball @ 

Greensburg 

3 

10 PW CT 

Meeting 

6 1st Tuesday 

Fellowship 

Hibachi 

4 

6 Bible Study 

 

5 

6 Youth 

Group 

6 Bells 

7 Choir 

6 

11 World Day 

of Prayer 

Service at 1st 

Church of 

God 

7 

8 

10 Worship 

Food Basket 

Offering 

Coffee Hour 

 

9 

11 Truth 

Seekers 

7 Dartball @ 

Irwin  

Methodist 

10 11 

6 Bible Study 

12 

6 Youth 

Group 

6 Bells 

7 Choir 

13 

10 Food  

Pantry 

14 

15 

10 Worship 

Session 

Meeting 

16 

11 Truth 

Seekers 

7 Dartball vs. 

Norwin  

Alliance 

17 18 

12 PW  

United Circle 

6 Bible Study 

19 

6 Youth 

Group 

6 Bells 

7 Choir 

20 21 

9 Men’s 

Breakfast @ 

Gary’s 

22 

10 Worship 

23 

11 Truth 

Seekers 

7 Dartball @ 

Circleville 

24 25 

9 PW Sewing 

6 Bible Study 

26 

6 Youth 

Group 

6 Bells 

7 Choir 

27 28 

29 

10 Worship 

Easter Egg 

Hunt after 

Worship 

30 

11 Truth 

Seekers 

7 Dartball vs 

LCOS 

31     



         Truth Seekers 

WHEN- Every Monday morning at 11 a.m. in  the Chapel.  

WHO- Everyone is welcome.  Bring a friend or neighbor. 

WHY– Engage yourself with Scripture to better understand God’s revela-

tion to us and for us. 

FORMAT– The class will function as a Bible Study based upon the  

previous Sunday’s sermon.  In a very practical way, this class will be an ex-

tension of the sermon scripture passages going  much deeper in detail with 

more life application.     
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Easter Flowers 

Order forms will be in the bulletins beginning March 8. 

Order Deadline:  Sunday, March 22, 2020 

Payment must be made by the order deadline. 

No orders are complete without accompanying payment 

 

All flowers are $9.00 each 

(except additional-stem lilies) 

Lilies $9.00 (1 stem)___     $20 (2 stems)___ 

Tulips:  (colors subject to availability from Hazuza’s.  They may have to substitute) 

Red___   Yellow___    Pink___ 

Orange___   Purple___  
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Weekly attendance 

February  Adults   Children  Total   Offering 

      2              72                          6                        78                       $3796 

     9                      74                           5                        79                      $2775 

     16                      85                          11                       96                      $3697 

     23             61                           2                          63                     $3152 

                                                                                                          

                           4 week total          $13,420 

Bulletin/Prayer List Changes  

Please submit any announcements for the bulletin or changes to 

the prayer list by the end of the day on Wednesdays each week. 

Deadline for updates and notices for the April publication of 

The Higher Ground Herald will be 

Thursday, March 26 . 

Contact the church office by phone at 724-872-7414 or email at 

wnupc1@gmail.com 

Office hours are Monday—Friday 9 a.m.—2 p.m. 

 

Would you like a visit from Pastor John? 

Or, do you know someone who would? 

Please contact him at 724-872-7414 (office) or 606-

261-0232 (cell). 

            Email: wnupc1@gmail.com 

Website WNUPC.com 

mailto:wnupc@verizon.net

